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This invention relates to hard surface floor 
coverings, such as linoleum and felt base 
goods, and is particularly adapted for use in 
connection with molded inlaid linoleum al 
though it is not confined to such material. 
More particularly the invention pertains to 
the securing of new ornamental effects in 
goods of this kind. 

All linoleum and hard surface floor cover 
ings have a lustrous finish. Where the goods 
are perfectly flat the color and pattern effect 
does not stand out to good advantage under 
certain light effects. For instance, when one 
is looking toward the light over such a piece 
of linoleum, the reflection of the light from 
the lustrous surface destroys the pattern 
effect, some times obviating it entirely. 
This has been partly overcome by forming 

a narrow depressed groove between adjacent 
pattern elements. This is shown for instance, 
in patent to Humphreys and McCarthy, Num 
ber 1630,085. This method of decoration 
causes the different pattern elements to stand 
out in relief as embossed surfaces and breaks 
up, to some extent, the Smooth surface, so 
that when the goods are viewed looking to 
ward the light the pattern is more conspicu 
ous. This is particularly true where the 
pattern is one which simulates small Dutch 
tile floor effects and the pattern elements are 
relatively small. 

However, where the pattern elements are 
large and the surfaces of the individual pat 
tern elements are flat and smooth, the indenta 
tion between pattern elements is not sufficient 
to bring out to good advantage, the decora 
tive effect which is sought, especially where 
the goods are viewed in unfavorable lights. 
According to the present invention this ob 

jection to large pattern elements is effectively 
overcome, and a decorative effect of the de 
sired nature can be plainly brought out even 
when viewed under unfavorable lighting con 
ditions. 

It has also been found that in smooth sur 
face goods of this nature having a lustrous 
finish, antique or worn effects, such as are 
desirable for some schemes of decoration, can 
not be secured at all. The present invention 
provides for the surfacing of a covering ma 

terial of this nature in such a way that antique 
effects can be produced. 
The invention may be readily understood 

by reference to the accompanying drawing, 
in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a piece of hard 
surface covering material embodying my in 
vention; and 

Figure 2 represents a transverse section 
through a piece of material such as shown in 
Figure 1. 

In the drawing, 2 designates a piece of cov 
ering material having a pattern comprised 
of relatively large pattern elements 3, 4, 5 
and 6. These pattern elements are repre 
sented as tiles or stones having an interliner 
representing a mortar joint between them. 

The pattern elements 3 and 4 are of the same 
general nature, representing in the particu 
lar pattern shown, pieces of stone, but they 
are of different colors. The pattern elements 
5 are intended to represent ceramic blocks 
while the pattern element 6 may be decorated 
to imitate slate or marble. 
The pattern elements 3 and 4 have a sur 

face embossing over substantially their entire 
area, different portions of their areas being 
irregularly embossed to different elevations. 
The embossing is in the form of patches of 
irregular contour. 
The pattern elements 5 are also embossed 

over the greater portion of their areas with 
close worm-like depressions which are in 
marked contrast to the patch-like embossed 
areas of the pattern elements 3 and 4. The 
light reflecting qualities of the pattern ele 
ments 5 are entirely distinct from the light 
reflecting qualities of the surfaces 3 and 4. 
To give further contrast to the pattern, the 

pattern elements 6 may be perfectly smooth. 
A marble or slate-like appearance may be 
provided in a molded inlaid linoleum by in 
laying pieces of sheeted linoleum with loose 
granular material in the molded inlay proc 
ess, as disclosed in McCarthy application, 
Serial No. 298,192, filed August 8, 1928. 
The joint structure or interliner is prefer 

ably pressed in to form an irregular groove 
between the different pattern elements. 
With this arrangement the pattern ele 
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ments will not only stand in relief by reason 
of the depressed interliner, and will not only 
be contrasted by reason of their different 
colors, but they will also possess different 
light reflecting qualities by reason of the 
different surface characteristics of adjacent 
pattern elements. Therefore, when thema 
terial is viewed, even in unfavorable light, 
the pattern will stand out and the desired 
decorative effect be secured. The pattern ele 
ments are preferably of relatively large area, 
as compared with the usual tile patterns in 
floor coverings, but by reason of the emboss 
ing over the surface of the pattern elements, 
the lustrous surface of the material will not 
conceal the pattern effect. 
This effect is further enhanced by the con 

trast obtained through the use of some smooth 
pattern elements and by the contrast secured in the different texture of the embossing in 
some of the adjacent pattern elements. 

Linoleum and hard surface coverings have 
heretofore been characterized by the provi 
sion of as smooth a surface as possible. The 
present invention constitutes a radical de 
E. from the established ideas regarding 
oor coverings of this nature. Heretofore 

they have been made as smooth as possible 
except for the embossed interliner in order 
to facilitate the cleaning of the material. 

In a floor covering made in accordance 
with the present invention, the embossing 
over the surfaces of the pattern elements 
provides irregular receptacles for collecting 
enough dirt to cause an irregular discolora 
tion of the material so that it assumes a 
genuinely antique appearance shortly after 
being laid. 

It is customary for all linoleum and floor 
coverings to be given a wax or lacquer finish 
so that the material has a high polish. The 
present type of decoration permits the use of 
wax or lacquer to give a high polish, and 
et the embossing destroys the sheen caused 
y reflecting light, thereby making certain 

pattern elements stand out, and bringing out 
the color even when the material is viewed 
in a strong and unfavorable light. A lin 
oleum or covering material of unique and 
highly ornamental appearance is secured 
which is in marked variance to the smooth 
coverings heretofore employed. 

Incidentally the material, even when it is 
highly waxed, offers a more secure footing 
to the person walking thereover by reason of 
the surface irregularity than the smooth sur 
face heretofore commonly employed on floor coverings. 
While I have described my invention in 

connection with a particular pattern, it will 
be understood that the invention is not con 
fined to the particular pattern effects shown 
and that it may be otherwise embodied. 
While the term “linoleum” is generally ap plied to a composition containing inseed 
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oil and cork or wood pulp, the present in 
vention is not confined to such a particular 
mixture, as other binders or other fillers may 
be used. 
I claim: 
1. A hard surface flexible floor covering 

having a pattern thereon comprised of a plu 
rality of pattern elements of contrasting col 
or, different elements having different types 
of surface embossing thereon over substan 
tially the entire area thereof. 

2. A hard surface flexible floor covering 
having a pattern thereon comprised of a plu 
rality of pattern elements of contrasting col 
or, different elements having different types 
of surface embossing thereon over substan 
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tially the entire area, thereof, other pattern 
elements being smooth. 

3. A hard surface flexible floor covering 
having a pattern thereon comprised of a 
plurality of pattern elements of contrast 
ing color, different elements having differ 
ent types of surface embossing thereon over 
substantially the entire area thereof, said 
pattern elements being separated by a depres 
sion which is of a color contrasting with the 
color of the pattern elements. 

4. A hard surface flexible floor covering 
material having a pattern comprised of a 
plurality of differently colored pattern ele 
ments, at least some of the pattern elements 
having their surface characteristic altered 
by embossing substantially over the entire 
surface thereof, the embossing in some pat 
tern elements being of a different texture 
from the embossing in other pattern ele 
ments. 

5. A hard surface flexible floor covering 
material having a pattern comprised of a 
plurality of differently colored pattern ele 
ments, at least some of the pattern elements 
having their surface characteristic altered 
by embossing substantially over the entire 
surface thereof, the embossing in some pat 
tern elements being of a different texture 
from the embossingin other pattern elements, 
all of the pattern elements having a de 
pressed interliner therebetween. 

6. A flexible hard surface floor covering 
having a pattern adapted to be clearly dis 
cernible under unfavorable light conditions, 
comprised of a plurality of pattern elements 
of different colors, different pattern elements 
being each of substantially a single color, the 
surfaces of various pattern elements being 
variously embossed over substantially their 
entire area. 

7. A flexible hard surface floor covering 
having a tessellated pattern adapted to be 
clearly discernible under unfavorable light 
conditions, comprised of a plurality of pat 
tern elements of different colors, the surfaces 
of various pattern elements being variously 
embossed over substantially their entire area, 
the nature of the embossing on some of the 
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pattern elements being different from the 
nature of the embossing on other pattern ele 
ments. 

8. A flexible hard surface floor covering 
having a pattern adapted to be clearly dis 
cernible under unfavorable light conditions, 
comprised of a plurality of pattern elements 
of different colors, the surfaces of various 
pattern elements being variously embossed 
over substantially their entire area, the na 
ture of the embossing on some of the pat 
tern elements being different from the nature 
of the embossing on other pattern elements, 
some of the other pattern elements having 
smooth unembossed surfaces. 

9. An ornamental hard surface flexible 
floor covering in which antique effects can 
be reproduced with short usage, comprising 
a sheet of floor covering material having 
a pattern thereon formed of a plurality of 
oddly shaped pattern elements of relatively 
large area, said pattern elements being con 
nected by a depressed interliner contrasting 
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in color with the color of the pattern ele 
ments, some of said pattern elements being 
differently colored from other pattern ele 
ments, some of the pattern elements having 
embossing over substantially the entire sur 
face thereof, the embossing on some pattern 
elements being of a different character than 
embossing on other pattern elements, the de 
pressed interliner serving to make the pat 
tern elements stand out in relief and the em 
bossed surfaces of the pattern elements serv 
ing to alter the light reflecting qualities of 
the relatively large areas of the pattern ele 
ments, the embossing presenting small irreg 
ularities adapted to become discolored with 
short usage. - 

10. As a new article of manufacture, 
molded inlaid linoleum comprising a back 
ing having different inlays lying thereover, 
one inlay having its surface characteristics 
altered by embossing its surface in one de 
sign, and another : said inlays having its 
surface embossed in another design. 

11. A flexible hard surface floor covering 
material having a pattern comprised of a 
plurality of pattern elements of contrast 
ing color, said pattern elements being con 
nected by a depressed interliner contrasting 
in color with the color of the pattern ele 
ments, some of the pattern elements havin 
portions of their area irregularly embossed, 
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the embossing on some of the pattern ele 
ments being of a contour different than the 
embossing on other pattern elements, the em 
bossed surfaces of the pattern elements serv 
ing to alter the light reflecting qualities of 
the pattern elements. . 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand. . . . 

J CLARENCE McCARTHY, 


