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corporated association 

Application February 23, 1939, Serial No. 258,049 
Claim. 

This invention relates to a combined coat and 
skirt hanger. 
Coat hangers of the less expensive kind have 

been heretofore handicapped, as is widely ap 
preciated, by the fact that, in actual use, a man's 
Coat usually slid off or to One end or the other 
of the hanger bar, while a lady's coat became 
draped, by said bar, in an entirely unnatural and 
flat position, the inadequacy being due perhaps, 
primarily, to the fact that the hanger bar af 
forded the sleeves, at the shoulders, little or no 
support. Satisfactory results have, of course, 
been afforded, more or less, by expensive hangers 
of the form-shaped kind, but insofar as is known, 
the less expensive type of hanger still remains an 
inefficiently short bar, on the One hand, or a 
skeleton device of Wire, on the other hand. In 
neither instance, is such minimum hanger con 
Struction generally adapted to support a lady's 
skirt. 
An object of the present invention, therefore, is 

to provide a combined device adapted to meet 
the demand of an inexpensive hanger which will 
Support both a lady's coat and skirt at the same 
time. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a device Wherein the skirt sustaining spring em 
ployed will be of such shape and so arranged 
beneath the hanger bar that a skirt, drapped 
On Said spring will tend to provide Shaping-bulk 
for a coat draped over the hanger bar. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a device wherein the skirt sustaining spring will 
be so shaped as to provide a unitary pair of spring 
arms tending to Spread apart within the waist 
band of a skirt for thus extending the skirt in 
flat front and rear panels and eliminating wrin 
kles in the skirt by sustaining the cloth thereof 
to hang substantially flat at said panels. 

Still another object is to provide a device 
Wherein the Spring arms will be provided with 
angles or elbows over which the Waistband of a 
skirt may be engaged to thus hold the skirt 
against slippage from Said arms. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a device wherein the spring arms will be of a 
length and so disposed below the hanger bar as 
to extend within the sleeves of a coat, near the 
shoulders, when a skirt is not present on said 
arms, thus to sustain and drape the sleeves while, 
at the same time, obviating slippage of the coat 
toward one end or the other of the hanger bar 
or flat sagging of the sleeves of the coat. 
And the invention seeks, as a, still further ob 

ject, to provide a device which, while incorporat 

(C. 223-88) 
ing the salient practical advantages enumerated, 
as well as others, will, nevertheless, be of extreme 
ly simple construction and adapted, in competitive 
manufacture, to offer more intrinsic Worth for 
the same popular price or less. 
Other and incidental objects of the invention 

Will appear as the description proceeds and in 
the drawing: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my improved 
coat and skirt hanger. 

Figure 2 is an elevation showing, in dotted 
lines, a skirt attached to the hanger spring. 

Figure 3 is an elevation of a modified structure 
showing the use of a tubular hanger bar. 

Figure 4 is a detail elevation of a further modi 
fication showing the use of shoulder shaping 
knobs at the ends of a wooden hanger bar, parts 
being broken away and depicted in section. 

Figure 5 is a detail elevation of Still another 
modification showing the use of shoulder shap 
ing knobs at the ends of a tubular bar, parts be 
ing broken away and depicted in section. 

Referring now more particularly to Figures 1 
and 2 of the drawing, I employ a curved hanger 
bar having flat parallel sides and rounded 
ends. This bar is preferably, in this variation 
of the invention, of suitable wood. Extending 
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through or otherwise suitably fixed to the bar, 
at the crown of the curve thereof is an appro 
priate hook or suspending device , which may 
be of Wire as shown. - 

Extending along the lower concave edge of the 
hanger bar 3 is a skirt sustaining Spring 2, 
preferably formed of a strip of suitable resilient 
metal and somewhat longer than the bar (). The 
spring 2 is, to meet the exigencies of Symmetry 
and convenience, preferably of a Width. Substan 
tially equal to the thickness of said bar so as to 
lie flush at its edges with the sides of the bar and 
while, on the whole, the Spring is concavo-convex 
to conform to the curvature of the lower edge of 
the bar (, said spring is, nevertheless, com 
posed, preferably, of three chordal portions, com 
prising a center portion 3 and side portions, 4, 
all substantially of equal length. Locating angles 
25 are thus defined in the spring at the junctions 
of the portions 3 and 4 thereof to receive screws 
6 or other suitable fastening devices rigidly con 

necting the spring with the hanger bar 0. 
As will be perceived, angles are also defined 

in the Spring 2 at the Outer ends of the chordal 
portions 4. These angles 7 provide shoulders 
or elbows which normally abut the lower edge of 
the bar near its extrenities while the free end 
portions of the Spring are arcuately curved to 
form a pair of spring arms 8 bowing downward 
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2 
ly and OutWardly Well beyond the free ends of Said 
bar. Slipped over or otherwise fixed to the free 
ends of the arms 8 are friction tips 9 which 
may be of rubber. 

In Fig. 2 of the drawing, I have shown, in 
dotted lines, a conventional skirt attached to the 
Spring f2, the waistband of the skirt being indi 
cated at 20. As will be observed, the spring 
arms 8 are inserted into the upper end of the 
Skirt with the result that the arms are con 
pressed or flexed toward each other by the skirt 
and preferably, the skirt is so disposed that the 
Waistband 28 thereof lies above or at least ex 
tends over the elbows 7. Thus, the arms 8 are 
tensioned to grip the skirt and support the skirt 
upon the Spring while the elbows f Will bear 
into the material of the waistband or into the 
material of the skirt just below the waistband to 
prevent slippage of the skirt from Said arms. 
Moreover, the tips 9 will afford a pronounced 
frictional hold on the skirt at the free ends of 
the arms so that accidental release of the Skirt 
will be prevented while also, said tips will pro 
tect the skirt against gouging or injury by the 
metal edges at the terminals of the arms. Ac 
cordingly, as will be seen, the skirt will be sus 
tained below the bar to provide distending or 
shaping bulk for a coat disposed upon said bar. 
As will be noted, the screws 6 in reality de 

termine, by their location, the effective length of 
the arms 8 since flexing of the free end portions 
of the spring 2, when a skirt is engaged With 
said arms, occurs from said screws outward. 
However, by employing a unitary Spring, flex 
ing tension on each arm will be influenced to 
ward equalization between the arms while also, 
by employing a pair of screws, possible rotation 
of the spring out of the plane of the bar 0 Will 
be prevented. 
As previously indicated, the elbows prefer 

ably lie close to the ends of the bar f0 with 
the result that the major portion of the length 
of the arms 8 is disposed beyond the terminals 
of the bar. The projecting end portions of the 
arms are thus disposed, when a skirt is not en 
gaged with the arms, to extend within the sleeves 
of a coat adjacent the shoulders to afford a more 
or less shaping support for the shoulder por 
tions of the sleeves. Furthermore, the project 
ing end portions of said arms will, at the same 
time, tend to prevent slipping of the coat toward 
one end or the other of the bar. 
In Figure 3 of the drawing, I have shown a 

modification of the invention wherein the hanger 
bar is indicated at 20a and the skirt Sustaining 
spring at 2. In this variation, the bar 200 is 
of tubular construction and the Spring 2 is con 
nected thereto by rivets or other suitable fasten 
ings 22. The bar may be of metal and formed 
therein are scattered openings 23 while disposed 
in the ends of the bar are removable closure plugs 
24 which may be of cork. The bar is thus fash 
ioned to removably receive an absorbent filler, as 
indicated at 25, of cotton or other approved na 
terial. Thus, this filler may be impregnated with 
a suitable moth repellant, the odors from which 
will, of course, emerge through the openings 23 

2,215,769 
and so come into contact with the garments Sup 
ported by the hanger. If preferred, the filler 25 
may be impregnated With cologne, Sachet, or the 
like. 
In Figure 4, I have shown another modifica 

tion wherein the hanger bar is Indicated at 26 
and the skirt sustaining spring at 27. The bar 
may be of wood and suitably flexed to the ends 
thereof are tapered shoulder shaping knobs 28 
fashioned more or less to fit Within the shoulders 
of a coat, the knobs being rounded. These knobs 
may be of any approved material and formed 
therein are one or more ventilated chambers 29 
closed at their outer ends by removable plugs 30 
like the plugs 24. The chambers 29 are thus each 
adapted to removably receive a suitable filler 3 
corresponding to the filler 25 and capable of 
Serving a like function. 

In Figure 5 of the drawing I have shown still 
another modification of the invention wherein 
the hanger bar is indicated at 32 and the skirt 
sustaining spring at 33. In this variation, the bar 
32 is of perforated tubular construction similar 
to the bar 20 and is closed at its ends by remov 
able plugs 34 like the plugs 24, while within the 
bar is removably disposed a filler 35 like the fill 
ers 25 and 3 and capable of Serving a like func 
tion. Suitably fied to the ends of the bar are 
shoulder knobs 36 like the knobs 28 except that 
as the bar 32 is tubular to receive the filler 35, 
the knobs 36 are Without chambers like the cham 
bers 29. Except as specified, all of the modified 
structures are otherwise identical with the con 
struction shown in Figures 1 and 2 of the draw 
ing and further description is accordingly be 
lieved unnecessary. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
A combined coat and skirt hanger including a 

curved hanger bar having a concave lower edge, 
a flat substantially concavo-convex spring Sub 
stantially conforming to the curvature of the 
lower edge of the bar and of a width substantially 
equal to the thickness of said bar, said Spring 
being formed from a sheet metal strip bent to 
provide a center chordal portion and flanking 
side chordal portions terminating in curved 
spring arms extending well beyond the ends of 
Said bar to curve down Wardly therefron for en 
gagement within the upper portion of a skirt 
having a waistband flexing the arms toward each 
other, the side chordal portions of the spring be 
ing joined with the center chordal portion by an 
gles seated against the lower edge of the bar and 
said arms being joined with the side chordal 
portions by angles forming elbows at the inner 
ends of Said arms normally abutting the lower 
edge of the bar but adapted to provide promi 
nences coacting with the waistband of the skirt 
for securing the skirt against slippage from said 
arms, and fastening devices rigidly fixing the 
Spring to the bar at the angles delimiting the 
center chordal portion whereby the spring may 
freely fiex from said fastening devices to the 
ends thereof while the center chordal portion 
Will tend to equalize flexing stress upon the end 
portions of the Spring. 

HUBERT F. SHANNON, 
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