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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
LOUIS J. GRAFF, OF PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA. 

GAVE APPARATUS, 

1,122,588. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Dec. 29, 1914. 
Application filed March 24, 194, Serial No, 826,851. 

To all whom it may concern, 
Be it known that I, LOUIS J. GRAFF, a 

citizen of the United States, and residing in 
the city of Pittsburgh, in the county of Alle 
gheny and State of Pennsylvania, have in 
vented or discovered new and useful Im provements in Game Apparatus, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention consists of a new and ims proved game-board adapted for both pool 

and billiards and variations of the same Or 
any game in which spherical objects are 
used. 
The game-board is reversible and in 

tended to be laid upon a table or other tem 
porary support, one side of said board be: 
ing provided with pockets for pool and 
other pocket games while the other side of 
the board has a continuous cushion for bil 
liards or other cushion games. While the 
board may be of any desired contour, as rec tangular, I prefer the hexagonal shape 
shown. I show, a novel corner and pocket 
construction, and also a novel scoring de 
vice to be used in connection with the board. 
Other novel features of structure and ar 

rangement of parts will appear from the 
following description. O 

In the accompanying drawings, which are 
intended merely to illustrate the principles 
of my invention and not to limit the same to 
the structures shown, Figure 1 is a plan 
view of my improved game-board with the 
“pool” face up: Fig. 2 is a similar view of 
the board reversed with the “billiard' 
face up; Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail in 
plan of the corner construction shown in 
Fig. 1: Fig. 4 is a cross-section along, the 
line IV-IV in Fig. 3; and Fig. 5 is a simi 
lar view along the line V-W in Fig. 8, and 
Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 3 showing a 
rectangular corner construction. - 
The following is a detailed description of 

the drawings, reference being first had to 
Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. The board in its' preferable form is hexagonal having a 
pool” face A, Fig. 1, with a pocket at each 

corner of the rail, and a “billiard’ face B, 
Fig. 2, with a continuous rail. The body 1 
of the board may be of any desired material 
and construction but I prefer the laminated 
wooden structure shown. 2 is the edge 
formed of a continuous Wooden strip with 
rounded edges and mitered together corners. 
The playing surface of the face A is defined 
by the rails 3 whose ends are spaced apart 

pockets. 

to form the mouths of the pockets, while the 
playing surface of the face B is defined by 
the rails 3 whose ends abut and are mitered 
together. 4 and 4 are respectively the 
cushions attached to the inner faces of rails 
3 and 39. On the face A the adjacent ends 
of the rails 3 are beveled as at 5 and the 
body of the board is cut away between the 
ends of said rails and the edge 2 to form the 
pocket cavity, the sides of said cavity being 
Substantially at right angles to the rails 3 
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and 3. The front edge of the pocket cavity 
between the ends of the rails 3 is prefer 
ably convex and the material of said body 
is beveled downwardly along said edge from 
the face A as at 6. The faces A and B are 

70 

covered with billiard cloth 7. The pocket 8 
is composed of cloth or similar material 
folded or doubled over a stout metal plate 
or frame 9 bent to form the contour of the 
pocket, the mouth or entrance of the pocket 
being formed by the open front of the frame 
9. The sides of said frame are secured to 
the ends of the rails 3 and to the edges of 
the body 1 while the rear of the frame fits 
into the angle of the edge 2 and is secured 
to said edge. Said frame extends to the 
level of the top of rails 3 to give the proper 
pocket height. The bottom of the pocket 
cloth 8 is secured to the rails 3 thus closing 
the bottom of the pocket. It is thus seen 
that while the pockets efficiently perform 
the function of receiving the balls shot into 
the same, the corners of the board are well 
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braced and the perfect billiard corners of 
face B are not impaired in any way. 
In Fig. 6 I have shown my pocket struc 

ture applied to a rectangular board, the con 
struction being Substantially the same. 
My arrangement of pocket structures is 

not only convenient but by placing the 
pockets outside of the rails I am enabled to 
make the billiard rails and cushions con 
tinuous and do not require the use of tem 
porary blocks or inserts in the corners. At 
the same time I do not need to space the bil 
liard board or face from the pool board or 
face to provide clearance for the pool 
As a convenient device for keeping the 

score of the game, I provide a member C 
having a scale of points marked on its face 
and formed by bending or folding up a 
strip of sheet metal into the cross-sectional 
shape shown in Fig. 5. The bottom face of 
member C is provided with one or more 
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studs 10 which are adapted to fit into holes 
10 in the body 1 between the edge 2 and 
the rails. Thus the scoring device is re 
movably mounted on either the face A or 
B, according to which is being used. A 
scoring device for each player or “side' is 
preferably provided. 

11 is a sliding pointer associated with the 
member C and mounted on a slide 12 which 
is inserted within the interior of said mem 
ber, said slide being provided with a hump 
13 which contacts with the wall of said 
member and frictionally holds the pointer 
against accidental movement. 
What I desire to claim is:- 
1. A reversible playing board of the char 

acter described comprising a single Solid 
double faced playing surface, one of said 
faces being for billiards and similar games 
while the reverse face is for pool and simi 
lar games, said first face being provided 
with cushioned rails connecting at their 
angles and spaced in Wardly from the edge 
of the board, while the reverse face is pro 
vided with cushioned rails likewise spaced 
inwardly from the edge of the board and 
spaced apart at their angles to form pocket 
entrances, the pocket apertures being cut 
entirely through said board outside of both 
sets of said rails. 

2. A reversible playing board of the char acter described comprising a single solid 

35 
double faced playing surface, one of said 
faces being for billiards and similar games 
while the reverse face is for pool and simi 
lar games, said first face being provided 
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With cushioned rails connecting at their 
angles and spaced inwardly from the edge 
of the board, while the reverse face is pro 
vided with cushioned rails likewise spaced 
inwardly from the edge of the board and 
spaced apart at their angle to form pocket 
entrances, the pocket apertures being cut 
entirely through said board outside of both 
sets of rails, and pockets secured in said 
apertures and depending through the same 
from said last mentioned surface. 

3. A reversible playing board of the char 
acter described comprising a single solid 
double faced playing surface surrounded by 
a solid raised edge border, one of said faces 
being for billiards and similar games while 
the reverse face is for pool and similiar 
games, said first face being provided with 
cushioned rails spaced inwardly from said 
border connecting at their angles, while 
the reverse face is provided with cushioned 
rails likewise spaced inwardly from said 
border and spaced apart at their angles to 
form pocket entrances, the pocket apertures 
being cut entirely through said board be 
tween said border and said rails, metal 
frames secured to said border and the ends 
of said pool rails, and pockets suspended 
from said frame and depending through 
said apertures. 
Signed at Pittsburgh, Penna., this 21st 

day of March, 1914. 
LOUIS ... GRAFF, 

Witnesses: 
EDWARD A. LAwixtENCE, 
JoHN McSELE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C." 
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