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The subject of this invention is a de 
vice for supporting a board for drawing, 
painting, Writing and reading purposes in 
the position in which it is used. 
The device according to the present in 

vention enables the sketcher and painter to 
do Without an easel and leaves his hands 
free for work. For the writer and reader 
it : provides a light and conveniently por 
table desk. In all cases, in which a person 
has no conveniently available support to 
Work on, as for instance the soldier or sur 
veyor when making sketch maps or the pa 
tient in bed and the like, the new device may 
be used with advantage. 
According to the invention the device 

comprises a flexible supporting means 
adapted to be placed on the back and shoul 
ders of the user and provided with two . 
loops for the reception of the board or 
the like. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate 

several constructional examples of the in 
vention, 

Fig. 1 being a general view of one exam 
ple, showing the device in use, 

Fig. 2 a front view and 
Fig. 3 a side view of a board, 
Fig. 4 a diagrammatic view of the flexible 

Supporting member of the Supporting de 
WCe, 

Fig. 5 a diagrammatic view of a further 
constructional form of the supporting 
device. 

In the example shown in Figs. 1 to 4 a 
is the board, for instance a drawing board 
Cr the like. At the corners of the board 
knobs b are provided, around which the 
loops c of a flexible endless supporting 
member in the form of the figure 8, for 
instance a cord, are passed. When the sup 
porting device is in use, the Supporting 
member lies on the back and the shoulders 
of the user. The cord is passed througli a, 
double eye d in such a manner that one part 
of the cord is passed through one part of 
the eye and the other part of the cord 
through the other part of the eye. By slid 
ing the double eye d upwards or downwards 
on the back, either by hand or by suitably 
inclining the body, the board can be given 
a greater or smaller inclination when in use. 
At one point the Supporting member is cut 
and one end of the cord is formed into a 
loop e. The other end of the cord is slip 

ped through this loop and formed into a 
double loop e", through which the cord runs 
adjustably. By tightening the cord in the 
double loop e", the 8-shaped supporting 
member can be shortened or lengthened to 
suit the person using the device. 
When the device is to be used for paint 

ing, drawing, writing, reading or the like, 
the user passes the loops c of the supporting 
member Iround the knobs b on the board a, 
places himself between the board and that 
part of the supporting member provided 
with the double eye , d, and sides his i arms 
through the open loops c, c of the support 
ing member. The latter will then lie with 
the double eye dl, on the back and over the 
shoulders of the user, while the loops to the 
left and right I will carry the board. By 
adjusting the cord ends e and e", the dis 
tance of the board from the eye may be reg 
ulated, while through suitably sliding the 
double eye d, the inclination of the board 
may be fixed. 
The ledge if allong the edge of the board 

nearest the user prevents the drawing im- º 
plements or the like from slipping off the 
board. . . . 

If the user wishes to use the board, when 

| 0 

sitting, the position of the board i may be 
still further secured by i Suspending the 
looped ends g of another cord h, to the knobs 
b at the edge of the board nearest the user 
and by passing the loop of cord thus formed 
uinder the feet. By this means it is possible 
absolutely to secure the board from slip 
ping at any point on the thighs of the user, 
which however does not prevent the board 
being given any desired inclination. 
The cord h, may also be provided with an 

arrangement for adjusting its length to suit . 
the size of the user. 
The device according to the present in 

vention enables the user to work convenient 
ly in all cases where there is no means for 
resting the board, as for instance in sketch 
ing from nature, either in the open, in the 
studio, from a model or in the work-shop, 
more particularly where the object to be 
sketched changes its distance from the per 
son sketching it, as for instance in the case 
of animals, where it is possible to follow 
the animal without the inconvenience of 
having to move an easel and the like. 

In the example shown in Fig. 5, the parts 
of the two loops c cross at the double eye d. 
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in such a manner that through one part of 
the eye a straight part of the cord connect 
ing the loops c is drawn and through the 
oñer part of the eye the other straight, 
piece of the cord connecting the two loops G. 
The effect of sliding the double eye d is the 
same as in the former example. 

It will readily be understood that by 
means of clamps or by a suitable modifica 
tion of the board, painting or drawing uten 
sils may be fixed to the samie. - - 
The knobs bi may be replaced by rollers or 

notches rnay be provided at the edges of the 
board. 

Both. koops of the Suppórting member 
might be proviced with Himeans for varying 
the length of the loop. 
The drawing board may be replaced by 

any other hard support, Such as, a portfolio, 
the frame of a canvas ór the like. 
The device described above is of particu 

lar advantage to the painter in oils, as it en 
ables him without an easel to fix canvases of 
practically all ordinary dimensions to Filis 
base board in stach a maEiner that there is 
no dalinger of their tilting over. 
What i claim is:- 
1. A. Supporting device for drawing, 

painting, writing and reading purposes in 
cluding a base, knobs provided at the coEners 
of the base, an endless flexible supporting 
member adapted to be placed around the 
back and shoulders of the user and having 
two separate loops each of which is adapted 
to movably support two of the said knobs of 
the base and a connecting member holding 
the loops together in one place, the base be 
ing supported in the closed loops to take up 
different inclinations. 

2. A supporting device of the character 
described including a base, knobs at the 
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corners of the base, an endless flexible sup 
porting member of variable effective length, 
adapted to be placed around the back and 
shoulders of the user and having two sepa 
rate loops each of which is adapted to mova 
bly support two of the said knobs of the base 
and a ceonnecting FAMember holding the loops 
together' in one place, the base being sup 
ported in the closed loops to take tap differ 
eint inclinations. - 

3. A supporting device of the character 
described including a base, k Hobs at the 
corriers of the base, an endless flexible sup 
porting member' adapted to be p?aced around 
the back and shoulders of the user and hav 
ing two Separate loops each of which is 
adapted to movably Support two of the said 
knobs of the base and a double eye holding 
the loops togéther in one place in the form 
of a figuu Fe. 8 and ca. Li sing the inclination of 
the base to be varied when being skid. 

4. A supporting deviee of the character 
described including a base, knobs at the 
Corners of the base, an etadless flexible sup 
porting member adapted to be placed 
aPound the back and shoulders of the user 
and having two separate loops each of which 
is adapted to movably support two of the 
said knobs of the base, a connecting member 
holding the loops together in one place, the 
base being supported in the closed loops to 
take up, different inclinations and a tension 
member adapted to be suspended from the 
knobs at the edge of the base nearest the 
UNESer and to be passed under the feet of the 
latter, for the purpose of securing the base 
in its position. 

In testimony whereof I have affixed my signature. 

CHARLES EFLACH. 

50 

55 

60 

635 

70 

75 

80 


