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ARTICLE OF FOOTWEAR WITH INTEGRAL UPPER AND SOLE

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present invention relates generally to an article of footwear
with an integral upper and sole and, in particular, to a method of assembling an
article of footwear with an integral upper and sole.

[0002] Generally, articles of footwear have been previously disclosed
that are manufactured in a one-piece configuration and that can be assembled at
home by a customer. Typically, these articles of footwear are formed around a
wearer’s foot to assemble the article of footwear. Often, these articles of footwear
include laces or other tightening mechanisms disposed down the center portion of
the article of footwear for securing the article of footwear to the wearer’s foot.

[0003] Other articles of footwear also have been disclosed that are
manufactured in multi-piece configurations and can be assembled at home by a
customer. Typically, these articles of footwear require more effort to assemble
than those made with a one-piece configuration.

[0004] Articles of footwear that have been disclosed are limited in their
methods of manufacture and in their ease of assembly.

[0005] Therefore, there exists a need in the art for an article of footwear
that can be manufactured with an integral upper and sole portion. There is also a
need in the art for an article of footwear that can be easily assembled.
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SUMMARY

[0006] In one aspect, the invention provides an article of footwear
comprising: an interior layer, an exterior layer connected to the interior layer, and
wherein the interior layer and the exterior layer are cut in a pattern forming an
integral upper portion and sole portion.

[0007] In another aspect, the invention provides a method of assembling
an article of footwear comprising an integral upper portion and sole portion, the
method comprising: folding the article of footwear along a midline between the
upper portion and the sole portion, and attaching a top lateral edge of the upper
portion to a bottom lateral edge of the sole portion.

[0008] In another aspect, the invention provides a kit of parts,
comprising: an article of footwear cut in a pattern forming an integral upper portion
and sole portion, a set of instructions, and wherein a top lateral edge of the upper
portion may be attached to a bottom lateral edge of the sole portion to form an
assembled article of footwear.

[0009] Other systems, methods, features and advantages of the
invention will be, or will become, apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art upon
examination of the following figures and detailed description. It is intended that all
such additional systems, methods, features and advantages be included within
this description and this summary, be within the scope of the invention, and be

protected by the following claims.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] The invention can be better understood with reference to the
following drawings and description. The components in the figures are not
necessarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed upon illustrating the principles
of the invention. Moreover, in the figures, like reference numerals designate
corresponding parts throughout the different views.

[0011] FIG. 1is an isometric view of an embodiment of an article of
footwear with an integral upper and sole in various stages of assembly;

[0012] FIG. 2 is a schematic view of an embodiment of a method for
assembling an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

[0013] FIG. 3 is an isometric view of an exemplary embodiment of an
interior layer of an article of footwear;

[0014] FIG. 4 is an isometric view of an exemplary embodiment of an
exterior layer of an article of footwear,;

[0015] FIG. 5is an isometric view of an embodiment of an exterior layer
of an article of footwear aligned over an interior layer of an article of footwear;

[0016] FIG. 6 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an exterior layer
and an interior layer of an article of footwear in the process of being attached,;

[0017] FIG. 7 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an unassembled
article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

[0018] FIG. 8 is an isometric view of an embodiment of a method of
assembly for an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

[0019] FIG. 9is an isometric view of an embodiment of an article of
footwear with an integral upper and sole in the process of assembly;

[0020] FIG. 10 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an article of
footwear with an integral upper and sole that has been folded along a midline;

[0021] FIG. 11 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an article of
footwear with an integral upper and sole that has been attached along a lateral

edge;
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[0022] FIG. 12 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an article of
footwear with an integral upper and sole in the process of assembly;

[0023] FIG. 13 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an article of
footwear with an integral upper and sole with a raised heel portion;

[0024] FIG. 14 is an isometric view of a close up of an embodiment of a
heel portion that is being attached to a sole;

[0025] FIG. 15 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an article of
footwear with an integral upper and sole with an attached heel portion;

[0026] FIG. 16 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an article of
footwear with an integral upper and sole in the process of assembly;

[0027] FIG. 17 is an isometric view of a close up of an embodiment of a
heel portion of an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

[0028] FIG. 18 is an isometric view of an embodiment of an assembled
article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

[0029] FIG. 19 is an isometric view of an embodiment of the underside
of an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

[0030] FIG. 20 is an isometric view of an exemplary embodiment of an
unassembled article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

[0031] FIG. 21 is an isometric view of a close up of an embodiment of
alternating channels on an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

[0032] FIG. 22 is an isometric view of a close up of an embodiment of
folded over alternating channels on an article of footwear with an integral upper
and sole;

[0033] FIG. 23 is an isometric cut away view of an embodiment of
alternating channels on an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

[0034] FIG. 24 is an isometric view of a close up of an embodiment of a
cord passing through alternating channels on an article of footwear with an integral
upper and sole;

[0035] FIG. 25 is an isometric view of an embodiment of a partially
attached lateral side of an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

4
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[0036] FIG. 26 is an isometric view of an exemplary embodiment of an
unassembled article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

[0037] FIG. 27 is an isometric cut away view of an embodiment of
interlocking fasteners on an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

[0038] FIG. 28 is an isometric view of a close up of an embodiment of
interlocking fasteners on an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

[0039] FIG. 29 is an isometric view of an embodiment of a partially
attached lateral side of an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

[0040] FIG. 30 is an isometric view of an exemplary embodiment of a kit
of parts for self-assembly of an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole;

[0041] FIG. 31 is an isometric view of an exemplary embodiment of a

customer assembling an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0042] Generally, an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole
may be provided in a flat configuration that can be assembled into a finished
article of footwear. A method of assembling an article of footwear with an integral
upper and sole may be provided using various methods for joining together the
article of footwear into a finished article of footwear.

[0043] FIG. 1is an overview of an embodiment of the process 100 for
assembling an article of footwear. In one exemplary embodiment, the article of
footwear may be assembled by a customer. As shown in FIG. 1, an article of
footwear may be provided in a flat configuration in a first step 102. The article of
footwear may be folded in a second step 104. The article of footwear may be
joined together in a final step 106 to complete the finished article of footwear.

[0044] In one exemplary embodiment, article of footwear may be a
bootie. In another exemplary embodiment, article of footwear may be a shoe for a
baby, child or adult. In other embodiments, article of footwear could be any type of
footwear, including, but not limited to: a running shoe, a dance shoe, a basketball
shoe, a high heel shoe, a boot, a slip-on shoe, a low top shoe, as well as other
types of footwear. In some cases, additional provisions may be made to increase
support for the article of footwear.

[0045] Additionally, while a single article of footwear is shown in the
current embodiments, the same principles taught in this detailed description could
be applied to a second, complementary article of footwear.

[0046] FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary process 200 for the manufacture
of an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole. The order of the steps
illustrated in FIG. 2 is exemplary and not required. As shown in FIG. 2, in a first
step 202, portions of an article of footwear may be printed, including an interior
layer and an exterior layer. In an exemplary embodiment, the portions may be

provided with printed designs. In some embodiments, a customer may custom
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design portions of the article of footwear, including, but not limited to portions of
the interior layer and exterior layer. In some cases, a customer may customize
portions of the article of footwear using the system and method disclosed in
copending and commonly owned U.S. Patent , currently U.S. Patent
Application Serial No. 11/612,320, entitled “Method of Making an Article of
Footwear”, and filed on December 18, 2006, which is incorporated herein by
reference.

[0047] Referring to FIG. 2, at a second step 204, the article of footwear
may be cut in a pattern forming an integral upper and sole. In some embodiments,
an interior layer and an exterior layer may be cut using a pattern forming an
integral upper and sole. In some embodiments, the interior and exterior layers
may be cut using reverse patterns such that the interior and exterior layers can be
aligned in a back-to-back configuration. In some cases, portions of the article of
footwear may be laser cut. In other cases, portions of the article of footwear may
be stamped or die-cut. In other cases, portions of the article of footwear may be
cut using different methods depending on the material used for the article of
footwear.

[0048] Referring to FIG. 2, in a third step 206, the interior layer and the
exterior layer may be connected. In one embodiment, the interior layer may be
provided with an adhesive backing for connecting the exterior and interior layers.
In different embodiments, the interior and exterior layers may be connected to one
another in various ways, including, but not limited to: adhesive, heat, pressure,
stitching and any other method of attachment.

[0049] As shown in FIG. 2, in a fourth step 208, the article of footwear
may be assembled to form a finished article of footwear. The article of footwear
may be assembled by joining the article of footwear as described in more detail
below with reference to the exemplary embodiments. |In some cases, the article of
footwear may be assembled by a customer. In other cases, the article of footwear
may be assembled by a retailer or a manufacturer. Generally, a retailer may be

anyone configured to make and/or sell articles of footwear. In some cases, a
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retailer may be associated with a retail store. In other cases, a retailer may be
associated with a kiosk in a mall. In still other cases, a retailer may be associated
with one or more manufacturing locations.

[0050] FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of an exterior layer
300 of an article of footwear. In some embodiments, exterior layer 300 may form
the outside of an article of footwear. For the purposes of illustration, the
exemplary embodiments of the exterior layers and interior layers shown in the
figures are shown with printed designs to allow the layers to be clearly
distinguished. In other embodiments, the interior and exterior layers may include
different designs, including, but not limited to: various patterns, solids, graphics,
colors and custom designs. Referring to FIG. 3, in this embodiment, exterior layer
300 includes an outer material 304 and a structural overlay 302. In different
embodiments, outer material 304 may be made from different materials, including,
but not limited to: fabric, mesh, canvas, leather, rubber, plastic and any other
natural or synthetic material.

[0051] Referring to FIG. 3, structural overlay 302 may be disposed over
outer material 304. In one embodiment, structural overlay 302 may include a
ground engaging portion. In some embodiments, structural overlay 302 may
reinforce the article of footwear. In other embodiments, structural overlay 302 may
form various portions of the article of footwear, including, but not limited to: the toe
cap, heel, eyelets and ground engaging portion of the article of footwear. In some
embodiments, portions of the structural overlay 302 may be laser cut. In other
embodiments, portions of the structural overlay 302 may be customized. In
different embodiments, portions of the structural overlay 302 may be made of
various materials, including, but not limited to: escane, rubber, polyurethane and
other natural and synthetic materials. In some cases, the structural overlay 302
may include more than one material. In some embodiments, portions of the
structural overlay 302 may include materials with different levels of durability.

[0052] FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of an interior layer
400. In some embodiments, interior layer 400 may form the inside of an article of

8
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footwear. In this embodiment, interior layer 400 includes an inner material 402.
Inner material 402 may be cut in a pattern forming an integral upper and sole that
includes a heel portion 406 and heel tabs 404. Heel tabs 404 may include
fasteners 408 disposed on inner material 402. In some cases, fasteners 408 may
include hook and loop fasteners. In other cases, fasteners 408 may include
various attachment mechanisms, including, but not limited to: zippers, buttons,
snaps as well as other types of fasteners.

[0053] FIGS. 5-7 illustrate an exemplary embodiment of the method of
connecting the exterior and interior layers to form an article of footwear with an
integral upper and sole. Referring to FIG. 5, exterior layer 300 may be connected
with interior layer 400. In this embodiment, inner material 402 is configured so that
the back of inner material 402 can connect with the back of exterior layer 300. In
some embodiments, the back of inner material may include adhesive for
connecting the interior layer 400 to the exterior layer 300. As shown in FIG. 5,
exterior layer 300 may be aligned with interior layer 400 so that interior heel
portion 406 can be aligned with exterior heel portion 502 and heel tabs 404 can be
aligned with exterior heel tabs 504. In this embodiment, exterior layer 300
includes a ground engaging portion 500.

[0054] FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of exterior layer 300
being connected to interior layer 400. In some embodiments, exterior layer 300
and interior layer 400 may be connected using adhesive. In one exemplary
embodiment, heat and pressure may be applied to adhere exterior layer 300 and
interior layer 400 together. In different embodiments, exterior layer 300 and
interior layer 400 may be connected to one another in various ways, including, but
not limited to: adhesive, heat, pressure, stitching and any other method of
attachment.

[0055] FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of an article of
footwear 700 with an integral upper and sole. Referring to FIG. 7, the outside of
article of footwear 700 may include structural overlay 302 and outer material 304.
The inside of article of footwear 700 may include inner material 402. In some

9
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embodiments, article of footwear 700 may include an upper portion with heel tabs
702 and a sole portion with a heel portion 704 and a ground engaging portion 500.
In this embodiment, the upper portion includes a top lateral edge 706 and the sole
portion includes a bottom lateral edge 708. As more fully explained below, article
of footwear 700 may be assembled by joining together top lateral edge 706 and
bottom lateral edge 708.

[0056] FIGS. 8-17 illustrate an exemplary embodiment of a method of
assembling an article of footwear with an integral upper and sole. FIG. 8 shows
an embodiment of an article of footwear in the process of assembly. In this
embodiment, a midline 800 divides the upper portion of the article of footwear from
the sole portion. Referring to FIG. 8, top lateral edge 706 of the upper portion may
be moved towards bottom lateral edge 708 of the sole portion by folding the article
of footwear along midline 800. FIG. 9 illustrates an embodiment of the article of
footwear in the process of assembly where top lateral edge 706 may be brought in
proximity to bottom lateral edge 708. In FIG. 10, the top lateral edge and bottom
lateral edge of the article of footwear have been brought together. As shown in
FIG. 10, the outer material 304 and structural overlay 302 form the outside of the
upper portion of the article of footwear.

[0057] FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a method of
assembling an article of footwear where the article of footwear has been attached
by stitching 1100 along the top lateral edge and bottom lateral edge. Generally,
any kind of stitching may be used to accomplish the attachment of the top lateral
edge and bottom lateral edge of the article of footwear. In some cases, simple
stitches may be used. In other cases, more complex stitches may be used.
Examples of various stitches that may be used include, but are not limited to:
backstitches, basting stitches, blind stitches, buttonhole stitches, chain stitches,
cross-stitches, embroidery stitches, feather stitches, hemming stitches, lock
stitches, padding stitches, running stitches, slip stitches, stretch stitches, top
stitches, whip stitches, zigzag stitches as well as any other types of machine or

manual stitches.
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[0058] In other embodiments, the top and bottom lateral edges may be
provided with pre-configured holes. This alternative arrangement may allow for
increased ease of manual stitching, which may appeal to some customers.

[0059] FIGS. 12-17 illustrate an exemplary embodiment of the process
for attaching a heel portion of an article of footwear with an integral upper and
sole. FIG. 12 illustrates an embodiment of the article of footwear in the process of
assembly where a heel portion 704 may be moved towards an upright position. In
FIG. 13, the heel portion 704 may be brought to an upright position. In some
embodiments, heel portion 704 may include a back plate 1300 for engaging with
fasteners 408 to removably attach heel tabs 702.

[0060] FIG. 14 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a method of
assembling an article of footwear where the heel portion 704 has been attached to
the sole by stitching 1400. Generally, any kind of stitching may be used to
accomplish the attachment of the heel portion 704 to the sole. In different
embodiments, the stitching 1400 may include various types of stitches disclosed
above. In other embodiments, heel portion 704 may be provided with pre-
configured holes.

[0061] As shown in FIG. 15, heel portion 704 has been attached to the
sole of the article of footwear using stitching 1400. In this embodiment, stitching
1400 may hold heel portion 704 in an upright position. FIG. 16 illustrates an
exemplary embodiment of a process of closing heel tabs 702. In this embodiment,
fasteners 408 may be provided on heel tabs 702 for engaging with back plate
1300 to removably attach heel tabs 702. FIG. 17 is a close up view of the
embodiment of FIG. 16 showing fasteners 408 in proximity to back plate 1300. In
other embodiments, heel tabs 702 may include a buckle.

[0062] In some embodiments, heel tabs 702 may fasten the upper
portion of the article of footwear from an open position to a closed position around
a foot. The term “open position,” as used in this detailed description and in the
claims, refers to a loosened position of an article of footwear in which a foot may
be easily slipped into the article of footwear. The term “closed position,” as used

11
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in this detailed description and in the claims, refers to a tightened position of an
article of footwear in which the article of footwear is tightly wrapped around the
foot and cannot be generally removed.

[0063] FIGS. 18 and 19 illustrate an exemplary embodiment of a finished
article of footwear 1800 assembled according to the process described in FIGS. 8-
17. Referring to FIG. 18, in this embodiment, finished article of footwear 1800
includes outer material 304 and structural overlay 302 on the outside of article of
footwear 1800 and inner material 402 on the inside of article of footwear 1800. In
this embodiment, stitching 1100 has been used to attach the top lateral edge and
bottom lateral edge of the article of footwear and stitching 1400 has been used to
attach heel portion 704 to the sole.

[0064] FIG. 19 illustrates the underside of finished article of footwear
1800. In this embodiment, ground engaging portion 500 of the structural overlay is
visible. In some embodiments, ground engaging portion 500 may include a
traction tread. In different embodiments, the ground engaging portion 500 may be
made of various materials, including, but not limited to: escane, rubber,
polyurethane and other natural and synthetic materials. In some embodiments,
ground engaging portion 500 may include a material with a different level of
durability than the rest of the structural overlay. In some cases, ground engaging
portion 500 may include more than one material.

[0065] FIGS. 20-29 illustrate different exemplary embodiments of an
article of footwear with an integral upper and sole. Referring to FIG. 20, an article
of footwear 2000 with an integral upper and sole may be provided with alternating
channels. In this embodiment, the alternating channels are shown in an
unfinished configuration. Alternating channels may include top lateral edge
channels 2002, bottom lateral edge channels 2004 and heel portion channels
2006.

[0066] FIGS. 21-22 illustrate an exemplary embodiment of a method of
forming the top lateral edge channels 2002 of article of footwear 2000. In FIG. 21,

the unfinished top lateral edge channels 2002 are shown in the process of being
12
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folded over to form the channels. Referring to FIG. 22, top lateral edge channels
2002 may be formed by attaching the ends of the unfinished channels to the back
side of the flat article of footwear. In some embodiments, top lateral edge
channels 2002 may be attached using adhesive. In other embodiments, top lateral
edge channels 2002 may be attached using stitching. In different embodiments,
top lateral edge channels 2002 may be attached using any attachment
mechanism. The process illustrated in FIGS. 21-22 and described above also
may be performed with bottom lateral edge channels 2004 and heel portion
channels 2006.

[0067] FIG. 23 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of an article of
footwear with alternating channels. Referring to FIG. 23, top lateral edge channels
2002 may be brought together with bottom lateral edge channels 2004 to form
alternating channels. In this embodiment, a cord 2300 may be passed through the
alternating channels formed by top lateral edge channels 2002 and bottom lateral
edge channels 2004.

[0068] FIG. 24 illustrates a close up view of cord 2300 passing through
the alternating channels formed by top lateral edge channels 2002 and bottom
lateral edge channels 2004. In this embodiment, cord 2300 is used to attach the
top lateral edge and the bottom lateral edge to form the article of footwear. In
some embodiments, cord 2300 also may be passed through heel portion channels
2006 to attach the heel portion to the sole of the article of footwear.

[0069] FIG. 25 is a cut away view of an exemplary embodiment of an
article of footwear 2500 with an integral upper and sole that has been assembled
by passing a cord through alternating channels.

[0070] FIG. 26 illustrates an alternative exemplary embodiment of an
article of footwear 2600 with an integral upper and sole. In this embodiment,
article of footwear 2600 may be provided with interlocking fasteners. In this
embodiment, the interlocking fasteners may include top lateral edge fasteners
2602, bottom lateral edge fasteners 2604 and heel portion fasteners 2606.

13
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[0071] FIG. 27 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of an article of
footwear with interlocking fasteners. Referring to FIG. 27, top lateral edge
fasteners 2602 may be alternatively interlaced with bottom lateral edge fasteners
2604 to form an interlocking seam. In this embodiment, top lateral edge fasteners
2602 engage with the inner material on the inside of the sole portion and bottom
lateral edge fasteners 2604 engage with the inner material on the inside of the
upper portion of the article of footwear. In some embodiments, heel portion
fasteners 2606 engage with the inner material on the inside of the sole portion.

[0072] FIG. 28 illustrates a close up view of the interlocking fasteners
engaging with the inner material of the article of footwear. In this embodiment, top
lateral edge fasteners 2602 may engage with the inner material on the inside of
the sole portion of the article of footwear. Bottom lateral edge fasteners 2604 may
engage with the inner material on the inside of the upper portion of the article of
footwear.

[0073] FIG. 29 illustrates a cut away view of an exemplary embodiment
of an article of footwear 2900 with an integral upper and sole that has been
assembled using interlocking fasteners. In this embodiment, the interlocking
fasteners form a releasable attachment for the top lateral edge and the bottom
lateral edge to form the article of footwear 2900.

[0074] FIG. 30 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a kit of parts
3000. In this embodiment, kit of parts 3000 may include an article of footwear
3004 with an integral upper and sole in an unassembled configuration. In some
embodiments, kit of parts 3000 may include a cord 3002 for assembling article of
footwear 3004. In one embodiment, article of footwear 3004 is provided with
alternating channels for passage of cord 3002 as described in the exemplary
embodiments discussed above.

[0075] In other embodiments, article of footwear 3004 may be provided
with different mechanisms for assembly as described in the exemplary
embodiments. Examples of the mechanisms for assembly of the article of

14
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footwear 3004 may include, but are not limited to, one or more of: stitching,
interlocking fasteners, alternating channels, and pre-configured holes.

[0076] Kit of parts 3000 may include a set of instructions 3006. In some
embodiments, set of instructions 3006 may include a list of directions for
assembling article of footwear 3004. In some cases, set of instructions 3006 may
include step by step directions. In other cases, set of instructions 3006 may
include diagrams as well.

[0077] In some embodiments, the components comprising kit of parts
3000 may be gathered together for a customer. In some embodiments, the
components comprising kit of parts 3000 may be packaged together so a
customer can carry kit of parts 3000 home. In some cases, article of footwear
3004, cord 3002 and set of instructions 3006 may be packaged into container
3008. In other embodiments, the components comprising kit of parts 3000 could
be packaged in a retail bag. Using this arrangement, a customer may easily carry
home kit of parts 3000 or receive kit of parts 3000 in the mail.

[0078] For illustrative purposes, only the components needed to
assemble a single article of footwear are shown in the present embodiments.
However, it should be understood that a second article of footwear with an integral
upper and sole as well as a second cord can be provided in a kit of parts to allow
for the assembly of a pair of footwear, rather than just a single article of footwear.

[0079] FIG. 31 is an exemplary embodiment of customer 3100
assembling an article of footwear 3004 using cord 3002. In this embodiment,
customer 3100 has removed unassembled article of footwear 3004, cord 3002 and
set of instructions 3006 from container 3008. Using set of instructions 3006,
customer 3100 may assemble article of footwear 3004 together using cord 3002.

[0080] While various embodiments of the invention have been
described, the description is intended to be exemplary, rather than limiting and it
will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art that many more embodiments
and implementations are possible that are within the scope of the invention.
Accordingly, the invention is not to be restricted except in light of the attached
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claims and their equivalents. Also, various modifications and changes may be

made within the scope of the attached claims.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. An article of footwear comprising:
an interior layer;
an exterior layer connected to the interior layer; and
wherein the interior layer and the exterior layer are cut in a pattern forming

an integral upper portion and sole portion.

2. The article of footwear according to claim 1, wherein the exterior layer
comprises:
an outer material; and

a structural overlay disposed over the outer material.

3. The article of footwear according to claim 2, wherein the structural overlay
comprises at least a first material and a second material, wherein the first material

and second material have different levels of durability.

4. The article of footwear according to claim 3, wherein the first material
comprises a ground engaging portion.

5. The article of footwear according to claim 2, wherein the interior layer
comprises an inner material and wherein at least one of the inner material and

outer material are customizable.

6. The article of footwear according to claim 1, wherein the integral upper
portion comprises a top lateral edge and the sole portion comprises a bottom
lateral edge, and wherein the top lateral edge and bottom lateral edge are
attached to form the article of footwear.
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7. The article of footwear according to claim 6, wherein the top lateral edge
and bottom lateral edge comprise at least one of: interlocking fasteners,

alternating channels, and pre-configured holes.

8. A method of assembling an article of footwear comprising an integral upper
portion and sole portion, the method comprising:

folding the article of footwear along a midline between the upper portion
and the sole portion; and

attaching a top lateral edge of the upper portion to a bottom lateral edge of

the sole portion.

9. The method of assembling an article of footwear according to claim 8,
further comprising:

folding a heel portion to an upright position; and

attaching the heel portion to the sole portion of the article of footwear.

10. The method of assembling an article of footwear according to claim 8,
wherein the article of footwear comprises:

an interior layer;

an exterior layer connected to the interior layer; and

wherein the interior layer and the exterior layer are cut in a pattern forming

an integral upper portion and sole portion.

11.  The method of assembling an article of footwear according to claim 10,
wherein the exterior layer comprises:
an outer material; and

a structural overlay disposed over the outer material.
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12. The method of assembling an article of footwear according to claim 11,
wherein the structural overlay comprises at least a first material and a second
material, wherein the first material and second material have different levels of

durability.

13. The method of assembling an article of footwear according to claim 11,
wherein the interior layer comprises an inner material and the method further
comprises the step of customizing at least one of the outer material and the inner

material.

14. The method of assembling an article of footwear according to claim 8,
wherein the step of attaching the top lateral edge of the upper portion to the
bottom lateral edge of the sole portion further includes at least one of:

stitching;

lacing a thread through pre-configured holes;

passing a cord through alternating channels; and

engaging interlocking fasteners.

15.  AKit of parts, comprising:

an article of footwear cut in a pattern forming an integral upper portion and
sole portion;

a set of instructions; and

wherein a top lateral edge of the upper portion may be attached to a bottom
lateral edge of the sole portion to form an assembled article of footwear.

16.  The kit of parts according to claim 15, wherein the kit of parts further

comprises a cord for attaching the top lateral edge and the bottom lateral edge.
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17.  The kit of parts according to claim 15, wherein the top lateral edge and
bottom lateral edge comprise at least one of: interlocking fasteners, alternating

channels, and pre-configured holes.

18.  The kit of parts according to claim 15, wherein the article of footwear
comprises:
an interior layer; and

an exterior layer connected to the interior layer.
19.  The kit of parts according to claim 18, wherein the exterior layer comprises:
an outer material; and

a structural overlay disposed over the outer material.

20.  The kit of parts according to claim 18, wherein at least one of the interior

layer and the exterior layer are customizable.
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