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Thisinvention relatestotables and more 
particularly to drop-head sewing machine 
tables haying an apertured top through 
whichthesewingheadis dropped when not 

5in use,Suchtables commonlyinclude One 
ormore hingedleaves which,in closed posi 
tion,overliethetable-topand Covertheaper 
ture in the latter? 
Whenthecoverleavesareopened prepara 

10torytoraisingthesewingheadto operative 
Dosition,itiscustomaryto pulout aleaf 
supportingslide-rodatoneend ofthe_table 
tosupport one oftheleaves hQrizontalyas 
anextension ofthetable-top,Ifthe opera 

15torforgetstopullouttheleaf-support,there 
isdangerthaödownward pressure Uponthe 
extension leaf will pulthe hinges looseand 
damagethe woodwork? 
The presentinvention has for an object 

20to provide for automaticaly moyingthe 
cover-leafsupportinto active position when 
the leafis opened,Afurther object of the 
inventionisto so construct the mechanism 
that the leaf-support may be manualy re 

25turned to inactive or concealed position, 
without strain on the parts,after the leaf 
is closed,Stil further,the invention has 
for an object to provide forthe movement 
ofthe leaf-support to active positionearly 

30in the openingmovement of the Cover-leaf, 
toinsurethafthe support wil be fulyin 
its active position by?the time the leafis 
fuly opened? 
Withthe above andother objectsin view, 

as will hereinafter appear,the invention 
comprises an outwardyspring-biased lea? 
supporting?ember,alatchforholdngsuch 
member?itsinnegorinactive position,and 
a control mechanism extending from the 
latchintooperativerelation with the Coyer 
leaf when the latteris in closed position? 
Preferably,the latchisspring-infuencedto 
releasetheleaf-support,andthe pressure of 
the cover-leafinclosed positionactsthrough 

45the control mechanism to hold the latchin 
1atchingpositionagainst theforce ofits re 
leasingspring?Byreasonotthis provisiony 
the pressureofthe cover?e&fQnthe Control 
mechanismisreleasedandthelatchtripped, 

°earlyintheopeningmovementofthe cover 

ka?toreleasethesupportwhichisprojected 
byitsspringintoactive position,beforethere 
has beentime forthe leaftoreachitsful 
open.position,even though it be opened 
9uickly,Automaticaly positioned support 
forthe_extensionleafisthusinsured,ünder 
alconditions? · 

Inthe aceompanyingdrawings,Fig.1isa 
frontelevation,partly?nsection,ofasewing 
?achine table embodying the invention? 
Fig:2is atop planview ofthe parts ofthe 
mechanismbelowthetable-top.?Fig.3isa 
8ectional?View through the table-fop and 
Cover-leafelements,showingthe latch-con 
trolingmeans,Fig.4isasimilarviewtaken 
atright anglesto Fig.3and Figs.5and6 
are,respectivey,perspective views of the 
slide-rodandguideelements, 
Thetable Comprisesatop1,skirt members 

2andlegs3 thetop1beingformedwith the 
Sewing head aperture 4,Secured to the 
table-top1 by Suitable hingeelements,one 
of whichis shown at 5,isthe cover leaf6? 
Connectedtothe otherend ofthetable-top 
bysuitable hingeelementsis anothercover 
leafelement7whichmaybeopenedthrough 
an angle of270°to_a pendant position,as 
shownin Fig,1,The hingeelements5for 
the Cover-leaf6are ofanaturetopermitthe 
opening o?the_Cover-leafthroughan angle 
of_180°only Henceitis necessaryto p?o 
vide meansfor supportingsuch leafinits 
Open position to prevent?undue strain on 
thehingeelements5. 

SeCured totheskirt-members 2in contact 
with theundersurface_ofthetable-topisthe 
guide-tube?8for the_leaf-supportingslide 
rod 9to the rear end of whichisfxed an 
extensiQn rod 10 disposed at an angle to 
the slide-rod 9,asshown in Fig,2,and 
adapted to workin theslot11 inone side 
walof theguide-tube8 whentheslide-rod 
is projected toits dottedline position, 

Secured to the skirt-member 2adjacent 
the guide-tube 8is one end of thetension 
spring12 paralelingtheguide-tube88nd 
connected atits other end tothe extension 
rod10,Thespring12tends ataltimesto 
Project the slide-rod outwardy into?lea± 
supportingposition,and hencetheslide-rod100 
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2 
9isaspring-biasedleaf-supportingmember, 
To holdthe slide-rodinits non-Support? 

ingor concealed positionthereis provided ?táj?ffermedü140n 
anoutwardlybentear15ofthetable-gorner 
brace16?Thelatch-lever13isformedwith 
an angular extension 17the free end of whichextendsintothenotch18intheguide 
tube8 andinto latchingengagement with 
thenotch19intheslide-Fod9,Aspring20 
seeuredatoneendtothelatch-lever13and 
atitsotherendtothecorner-brace16tends 
ataltimestowithdrawthelatch-lever from 
thenotch19intheslide-rod9toreleasethe 
latter, 
To holdthe latch-leverin latching posi 

tionandtoefecttherelease oftheslide-rod 
in the opening movement of the.cover-leaf 
6,thereisprovideda controlmechanism eX 
tending from the latch-lever 13 upwardy throughthetable-top1into_operativerela 
tion with the cover-leaf6. Mountedin the 
socket21inthetable-top1 belowthe under 
leaf22ofthehinge5isthepusherorplunger 
23 havinga head24 anda colar25between 
whichandthe bottom ofthesocket2lis dis 
posed alightspring26tending8taltimes 
to project the head 24 of the plunge up 
wardlyinto the aperture 27in the hinge 
leaf22,The lower end of the plunger 23 
isataltimesinengagement with thelatch 
lever 13,Mountedin a socket 28 in the 
cover-leaf 6,in axial alinement with the 
pusher23,is &second pusher orphnger 29 
havinga head 30and a colar 81 between 
whichandtheend of thesocket 28isinter 
posed a relatively strongspring?82 which 
yieldingly projectsthe head 80through an 
apertureinthe upperleafmembers33ofthe 
hinge5? - 

Asshownin Fig,3,thespring32isstrong 
enoughto overcomethe combined forces of 
thesprings 26and 20,thereby holdingthe 
latch-leyer18_inengagement with the notch 
19,in theslide-rod 9,When the operator 
raisesthe cover-leaf 6,the pressure of the 
plunger 29 uponthe plunger 23is relieved 
earlyintheopening movement ofsuchleaf, 
whereuponthespring20isfreetoswingthe 
latch-lever 18to withdrawits extension 17 
from the notch 19in the slide-rod 9 and 

60 

permitthespring12toproject theslide-rod 
9ltwarqyintoitslea?Supporting_position, 
Vhentheleaf6isfoldedto closed position the operator pushestheslide-rodtoitscon 
cealed position whereitisretained byaction 
ofthe latch-lever13. - 
Itwilbeseenin Fig.5thattheslide-rodis 

formedatits rearendwithaninclinedsur 
face84 whichisinengagement withtheex 
tension 17 of the latch-lever13when the 
slide-rod 9 ocCupies dotted line position, 
Whentheslide-rod_is pushedinwardly,the inclinedsurface34depressestheextension17 
ofthelatch-lever,overcomingthe force of 

1,798786 

thespring32,Whentheslide?odispushed 
home to concealed position,the spring 32 
forcesthe latch-lever extension 17intothe 
notch19to holdtheslide-roduntilthe Cover 
leaf6isagainopened,Itwilbeunderstood 
thattheprovisionoftheyieldingplunger29 
Dermitstheleaf6tobefulyclosedbeforethe 
slide-rodis returned toits Concealed posi 
tion,withoutstrain Onthe parts, 
?ayingthussetforththenature ofthis 

inventionwhat?clainhereinisz?? 
1.Atable havingatopandextensionleaf 

hinged.tosaid_top to overlie the latter,a 
spring-biased,leaf-supporting member,a 
latchforholdingsaidmemberinitsnon-sup 
porting position,and latch-trippingmeans 
including a control element,extending 
throughthetable-topintooperativerelation 
withsaidleaf? - “ 

2,Atablehavingatopandextensionleaf 
hingedtosaidtogto ove?iethe latter,a 
sprng-biased leaf-supporting member,a, 
latchforholdingsaidmemberinitsnon-sup 
porting position,$?spjng tending at al 
ümesto movesaid latch toreleasing posi 
tion,andalatch-controlingmemberextend 
ingthroughthetable-topintooperativere 
lation with Saidleaf? - 
8.Atable havingatopandextensionleaf 

hinged_to Saidtop to overlie the latter,8 
spring-biased leaf-supporting member,8 
latchforholdingsaidmemberinitsnon-Sup 
porting position,and latch-tripping means 
including a Control element extending 
throughthe table-top andthrough aleat 
hinge elementinto operativerelation with 
Saidleaf. · , 
4?Atablehavingatopandextensionleaf 

hinged tosaid_top to overlie the latter,a 
spring-biased?leaf-SUpporting member,a 
1atch for holdingsaid membeginitsnon 
Supportingposition,aspringurgingsaidlatch 
tounlatching position,apusherengagingsaid 
latch and extendingthroughthetable-top, 
anda Second spring-pressed pusher carried 
by said cover-leafandengagingSaid first 
mentionedpusherwithsuficientforcetohold 
the latch in latching position against the 
force ofits Unlatchingspring, - 
5?Atable havingatopandextensionleaf 

hinged tosaidtop to overlie the latter,a, 
spring-biased?leaf-supporting member,a, 
latch for holdingsaid member inits non 
supporting position,aspring urgingsaid 
latch to ülätching position,a plunger en 
gagingSaidlatchandextendingthroughthe 
table-top_a second plungercarried bysaid 
leafinend-to-endrelationwiththefrstmen tioned plunger,andaspringurgingsaidlast 
mentioned plunger downwardy with suf 
cientforcetoholdthelatchinlatchingposi 
tion against the force of its unlatching 
spring, - ?,,,, 

,6?Atableincludingatop andan exten 
sion-leafhingedtosaidtopandovedapping 
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the latter whenin closed position,aspring 
biasedleaf-supporting member,a latch for 
holdingsaid memberinits non-supporting 
position.aspring gOnnected to Said latch 
andtendingataltimesto movesaid latch tounlatchingposition,andmeans,including 
astrongerspringreactingagainstsaidexten 
sion-leaf when the latter isin closed posi tion,toretainsaidlatchinitsholdingposi 
tion. 
Intestimony whereof,I have signed my nametothisspecification… 
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