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Claims Nos
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6 4(a)

Box No. Il

Observations where unity of invention islacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

1 X O

« [

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows
Please See Continuation Sheet

As al required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims

As al searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fees

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specificaly claims Nos

No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims, it is covered by claims Nos

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the

payment of aprotest fee

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet(2)) (April 2007)




International application No

| NTERNATI ONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/US08/5 1208

BOX I1ll. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single genera inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13 1

Group I, claims 1-22 (in part), drawn to method for treating a condition characterized by infection and/or inflammation of the eye
Group Il, claims 1-2, 4-23 (in part), drawn to method for treating a condition characterized by infection and/or inflammation of the ear

Group |11, claims 1-2, 4-23, drawn to method for treating a condition characterized by infection and/or inflammation of the nose, mouth or
throat

Group IV, claim 24, drawn to acomposition comprising electrolyzed saline consisting essentially of hypohalous acid, pH 4-7, 50-1000
ppm available free chlorine content, with apharmaceutically acceptable buffer and/or carrier

The inventions listed as Groups | to IV do not relate to asingle general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13 1because, under PCT Rule
13 2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons

Under lack of unity rules, unity of invention exists only when there is atechnical relationship among the claimed inventions involving one
or more of the same or corresponding specia technical features The expression "special technical features' is defined as meaning those
technical features that define a contribution which each of the inventions, considered as a whole, makes over the prior art The
"contribution over the prior art" is considered with respect to novelty and inventive step

Here, the composition features are not even required by the method inventions (Groups I, Il and 111), and moreover, the composition is
anticipated by Selkon (US 2004/0208940, see paragraphs 4, 18, 25-26, 48, claims 1, 7-10, 16-18) Hence, there can be no requisite specia
technical feature for unity of invention because there is no feature in the composition invention (Group V) that makes a contribution over
the prior art

As for the three separate method inventions (Groups 1, 11, 111), they are each directed to treating different conditions Treating the eye is
distinct from treating the ear or nose/mouth/throat  Treating the ear is distinct from treating the eye or nose/mouth/throat  Treating the
nose, mouth or throat is distinct from treating the eye or ear Derwent abstract 1998-537385 is sufficient evidence that treating the eye with
ahypochlorous acid solution as claimed herein does not make a contribution over the prior art  Said abstract is also sufficient evidence that
prior art teaching or disclosing one condition does not necessarily teach or suggest the other conditions

For these reasons, the four inventions as set forth above do not relate to asingle general inventive concept because they lack the same or
corresponding specia technical features
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