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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, GOTTHILF F. WILHELM,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
New York, in the county and Stabte of New
York, have invented cerfain new and useful
Improvements in Muffs, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

Thisinvention has reference to animprove-
ment in muffs whereby, in place of the ordi-
nary straight cylindrical muffs, amuff having
circumferential ribs or corrugations is pro-
duced, in which the middle portions of the
skins, which show in many cases darker por-
tions than the side portions, is used for the
ribs, so that as the lighter side portions are
drawn in at the grooves between the corru-
gations a more attractive muff is obtained,
which brings out the beauty of the skins em-
ployed to greateradvantage than the ordinary
muffs heretofore in use.

The invention consists of a muff which is
provided with an interior cylindrical down
bed, down ribs or bands that encircle the
down bed, and a fur covering from as many
corrugated pieces of skin as there are ribs to
be made, the sections of the fur covering be-
ing drawn in and connected at the grooves or
corners between the corrugations, while the
outer ends are drawn in and over the down

30 bed, where they are connected by suitable
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stays, so as to prevent the extending of the
interior to its full length, as will be fully de-
seribed and then claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of my muff.
Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal section of the
muff, taken on line 2 2, Fig. 3. TIig. 8is a
vertical transverse section of the muff on line
33, Fig. 2. Tig. 4 is a side elevation of the
form on which the exterior covering 'is
stretched into shape, and Fig. 5 is an end
elevation thereof.

My improved muff consists of three main
parts, an interior cylindrical down bed A,
down ribs or bands B, encircling said interior
bed, and a corrugated fur covering C, that
extends over the down ribs and is drawn in-
wardly into the ends and attached to the
down bed, asshown in Fig. 2. The fur cover-
ing is formed of pieces of fur of the required
length to pass around and eover the circum-
ference of the muff, which piecesarearranged

in as many sections as ribs or corrugations are
to be formed on the muff and stretched info
shape, after sewing the sections of the muft
together, on a sectional block D, which is
shown in Tigs. £ and 5.

The block D is composed of a number of
pieces, so that when the center piece or key
d is removed the remaining sections can be
readily withdrawn from the fur covering C.
In shaping the fur covering C the same is
turned inside out after the parts are sewed
together at their edges, thoroughly mois-
tened, and then placed over the sectional form
D, which shows the same corrugations on its
outside that are to be produced in the muif.
The contracted portions of the fur covering
are tied around the form by means of strings,
and afterward the fur covering is permitted
to dry on the block by subjecting it either to
artificial heat ornatural heat untildry. After
the fur covering is perfectly dryit-isremoved
from the sectional form by taking out the
center piece or key d and removing one sec-
tion after the other. The fur covering then
retains its shape and can be reversed, so that
the fur is on the outside, after which the
down bed and ribs are inserted and the ends
C’ are drawn in and attached to the down bed,
after which asuitable silk lining Lis attached,
as usual in muffs. _

The drawn-in ends of the fur covering C
are connected by the longitudinal stays K,
soas to prevent the extension or ontward dis-
placement of the fur covering under the strain
applied to the muff when using and handling
the same.

By the construction described a muff is ob-
tained that is formed with three or more cor-
rugations or ribs, which can be made of suit-
able fur, but which are most effective when
made of furs in which the darker center por-
tion of the skin forms a dark middle portion
of each section or corrngation of the muff, so
that there will be an attractive appearance
imparted to the muff. The construction of
the muff permits the use of large pieces of
fur, as the side portions are drawn into the
corners or joints of the corrugations, which
side portions in the ordinary eylindrical muffs
have to be cut off, as only the best parts of
the skins can Dbe used. This muff, though
requiring the same skin-surface, can still be
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made at about the same expense as the ordi-

nary muff, presenting a more attractive and
characteristic appearance, and matching es-

pecially the ribbed capes which are at present

in fashion. .

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and -desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A muff, composed of an interior cylin-
dricaldown bed down ribs extending around
said down bed, a corrugated fur covering ex-
tending around said ribs and provided at its
ends with inwardly-drawn portions attached
to the interior of the down bed, and stays
connecting the inwardly-drawn portions of
the fur covering, substantially as set forth.

2. A muff, composed of an interior cylin-
drical down bed a number of down ribs ex-
tending around: said bed, a fur covering
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formed of a corresponding number of corru-
gated sections corresponding to the number
of down ribs, such sections being connected
in the spaces between said ribs, the outer
ends of the fur covering being provided with
inwardly-drawn sections that are attached to
the ends of the down bed, stays connecting
the inwardly-drawn ends of the fur covering,
and a lining extending over the inner surface
of the down bed, and the edges of the drawn-
in ends, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subscribing witnesses.

GOTTHILF F. WILHELM.

Witnesses:
GEO. W. JAEKEL,
MARY MORRISSEY.
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