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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, PETER BALLANTYNE, a
citizen of the Umted States, residing at Cm-
cinnati, in the county of Hamilton and State
of Ohlo have invented certain new and use-
ful Improx ementsin Back-Band Attachments
for Gig-Saddles,of which the followingisa full,
clear, and exact description, reference bem(v
had to the accompanying drawings, formm0
part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
back-band attachments for gig-saddles, where-
by the back-bands may be readily and easily
attached to the gig-saddle without weakening
the band by the large openmo" ordinarily re-
quired when the band is attached to the sad-
dle by the terrets; and it consistsina certain
novel construction and arrangement of parts
to be hereinafter more particularly pointed
out and claimed. Ordinarily back-bands are
attached by cutting circular openings in the
upper ends of the bandsand securing them to
the saddle-frame by the terrets. A]arge hole
musttherefore be cutintheband,andtheband
at the very point that it should be strong is
very much weakened thereby, and the terret-

-hole in the band is very apt to tear out. I

overcome this objection by providing the re-
taining-plates, which surround the terrets,
each with asmall pin extendinginward, upon
which pin the back-bands are hung or at-
tached,instead of upon theterret-pins. These
atta.ching-pins on the retaining-plates can be
made small, so that the hole to be cut in the
back-band will be of small diameter, and the
band very little, if any, weakened thereby.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the gig-sad dle with my improvements.
Fig. 2is a central longitudinal section of same.
Fig.5is a perspective view of one of the back-
band’s retaining-plates and portion of the sad-
dle-skirt, showing the method of attachment.
Fig.4 is a perspective view of the under side
of one of the retaining-plates.

A is the tree-frame for the saddle of any of
the ordinary construction.

B B are the skirts or flaps.

Cisthe saddleseat,underwhich these skirts
are fitted in the usual way. A circular open-
ing @ is cut in each of these skirts near the
upper end for the reception of the terrets D
D, and immediately below this opening ¢ a

- (No model.)

rectangular opening b is made in each flap,
the sides of these openings being extended to
form a tongue ¢, and this tongue is securely
riveted to the saddle-frame by rivet d. In
order to give stiffness to the flaps B, it is also
usual to secure to the rivets d d strips of metal
e e, as shown in Fig. 2.

E E are the back-bands, and F If the usual
box-loops through which they pass.

The method of construction above deseribed
is the usual and customary way of forming
the gig-saddle, and in addition to this the old
way of securing the back-bands is to make
openings in the upper end of the band large
enough fortheterret-secrews ffto pass through,
and to secure the bandsin these terret-screws.
In order to do this, it has been necessary to
make a large opening in the band, and conse-
quently with a narrow band the pomt of at-
tachment was very apt to tear out and the
band give way while in use. In order to
avoid this danger, I provide the safety-band
attachment 4s follows: G G are the retaining-
plates, at the upper end of which are the cir-
cular openings ¢ for the reception of the ter-
rets. On the under surface of these plates
are formed and rigidly secured the small pins
h h, very much smaller in diameter than the
terret-screws. Asmallopeningisthenformed
in the upper end of the back-band and the
pin hpassed through this opening, thus secur-
ing the retaining-plates to the back-bands.
In adjusting these parts they are put together
as shown in Fig. 3, the end of the back-band
is raised up, the retaining-plate secured there-
to by pin h, and the band then returned to
place, which brings the opening ¢ in the re-
taining-plate over the opening @ in the skirt,
and the terret is then inserted and secured
by the nut or burr [ in the usual way, these
burrs having side projections or wings m to
keep the burr from turning as the terret is
screwed in place. The upper end of the back-
band then occupies the space b in the skirt.

Am aware that back-bands have hitherto
been attached tothe retaining-plates without
the necessity of passing the terret-screws
through the bands, and thus weakening them;
but in such older forms the bands have been
permanently secured to the retaining-plates
by loops or otherwise. The advantages of
my method of attachment are its great sim-
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plicity and chedpness and the ieadiness with

w

which the band ean be secured and the ease
with which the trimmings can be changed
when desired.: ‘After the gig-saddle is com-
plete and ready for the market it is often'de-
sired to change the trimmings—for example,

- to changetheplates and terretsfrom japanned
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material to gilt or nickle. Now with older
constructions this cannot be accomplished
without considerable difficulty. ‘'When the
terret-screws pass through the back-band and
the retaining-burr is tacked to the band, as
in older constructions, and then the saddle is
padded and ready for market, and it is de-
sired to change the trimmings, the padding
has to be almost torn apart before you can
get the burr removed from the back-band.
With :my construction, however, the saddle
can be trimmed from the top, as will be read-
ily understood. The burrs can be slipped
through the openiugd in the skirt; the retain-
ing-plate released,and new plates and terrets
substituted at a moment’s notice. In addi-
{ion to these advantages the attachments can
be used on any tree, and the tree does: not
have to be especially prepared for the pur-

pose, as is usnally the case in gig-saddles in |

“which the ordinary methods of attachment

are departed fronr.

It will ‘be understood that.the: retaining- 3o
plates can be secured to the back-bands by
serews, rivets, or hooks, instead of pins %, as
shown, without departing from the spirit of
my invention.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what 35

1 claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, is— .
In a gig-saddle,a retaining-plate having an
opening in its upper end, with terret passing

through same and .burr with side wings to 4o

- secure said terret to the frame without tack-

ing to the band, in- combination with a skirt
having ‘a rectangular opening therein and
back-band having a small opening in its up-
end, with pin on the retaining-plate tobe in-
serted ' therein, and thus seeure the parts so
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: that the trimmings: can be readily changed

when desired, substantially asshown and de-

- seribed.

PETER BALLANTYNE.

‘Witnesses:
HENRY SMITH,
Ep. J. TYRRELL.




