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The present invention rela,tes broadly to

: the art of games and toys, and more particu-

“larly-to 4 device adapted to be attached to the

head of golf clubs and the like for 1nd10at1ng

5 to the player whether or not the club is being
swung properly.

The great ma]orlty of golf players is al-

most continuously faced with the necessity of

- making some change either in the stance used

10 or in the swing of the club. T have found

that a professional instructor may quite often

so-change the style of a playeias to.improve

- the path of his swing. Even in such case,

however, it is often quite difficult to deter-

15 mine whether or not the pupil is accelerating

or decelerating his stroke at the proper times -

and to determme whether or not there isany
bréak in the continuity of the swing. - In ac-
cordance with the present invention, a plaver

?0 is 1mmedlate1v informed of the point in the

swing at which he is v1olat1ng some rule or
accepted standard of playing.

In the accompanying drawings, there are
shown for purposes of illustration only, cer-
tain preferred embodiments. of the present
1nvent10n it being understood that the draw-
ings-are-illustrative only. .
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“In ‘the drawings, Figure 1k is a nerspectlve,

view of one form of attachment suitable for
use with the.more common form of iren clubs,
Figure 2is a vertical sectional view through
the head of such a club, with the attachment
in position thereon, -
Ficure 8 is a front elevatlon of the struc-
ture 1llustrated in Figure 2,
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I‘lgure 4 is a view similar to Fw:ure 2 111us- :

trating a sli O'htly modlﬁed embodunent of the
1nvent10n, :

Figure 5'is a front elevatlon of the struc-
ture of Flgure 4, and &

Tigure 8 is a view s1m11ar to Flgures 2 and
4, llustrating st111 another embodlment of the
invention. .

In playing the game of ,qolf if the: plaver
'properly swings a ‘golf club, during that
swing he must consciously or unconscwusly
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follow certain rules with respect to: acceler-

ation and deceleration of the club. He must
also: observe certain well recocrmzed rules. as

4 to.the movements of his- arms and ersts and

<

the pos1t10n of such members at. all tlmes dur-

ing and after the ball has been hit. Not in- .~

frequently there is observed the fault of a
quick back-swing, tending to throw the player
off balance. “Such a. fault when carried. to
the extreme, can be easily detected. - In-some

-cases, however, the style of the player is such

as not to make the fault so easily detectable.
In still other cases, a player may tend to

break the swing or, as it is some times termed,

“break his wrists” at the wrong time: . -
In accordance with the present invention

there is provided an attachment adapted tobe =

‘applied to the head of a golf club.and adapt-

ed.to frictionally retain either an actual golf
ball or a practice ball in proper position on
the head of the club. With the attachment

in position, and & ball frictionally held there-

by, a player can swing the club in the usual
manner. If his defect lies in a quick back-
swing or upstroke, the ball carried by the at-

. tachment is released: during the back.swing

and pro;eoted in a dlrectlon rearwardly of
the player. - If the back swing is properly
executed, the ball- will remain in position
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throughout such. swing. Thereafter, if the -

player tends to too quickly accelerate his club

at the commencement of the down stroke, the .

ball will be released and dropped to~ the

ground. -If, on the other hand, there.ig an
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abrupt change in-the speed. of movement at -

some point in the stroke, such change in
speed will release the ball, and by following
its trajectory it is possﬂole to determine ]ust
where the mistake occurred. If the stroke

is properly executed, the ball remains in po-

sition until the club reaches approximately

the position at which a ball would normally

be hit, whereupon the club, having assumed
substantlally its maximum. velomty, throws
the ball forwardly therefrom in substantial

parallelism to the ground; thereby indicat- -

ing to the player that h1s stroke was a proper
one. - .
The attachment may take several dlﬂ"erent

specific forms, but it is preferably of such -
character as not only to: frictionally hold the -

ball, but also to center the ball with respect -
to the club. Tt also has relatively light mass
S0 as not to- not1ceably change the Welght of

—

0



10

“from that when a Ball B'is placed i in position
“theréin, as indicated i in’dotted Hnes, it will be

; ~port1ng portions 3 are risers 4 adapted to lie

over the face of the club as clearly mdicated

5.in the drawings. -
“sociated”

-5 adap teg

- side of the clib head-and- hold the attach-

: ment in proper position. =

With the attachment so apphed that the .

center of the loop 2 substantiallj coincides

- with-the position of the “sweet spot” on the-
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5 lationship. These -

the club and must, be S0 apphed to the club

: Reahzmg that the invention may take sev-

“sral different specific embodiments, I have
“herein illustrated some of the different forms.

In Figures 1, 2 and 3 there is llustrated an
attachment made. from suitable spring wire,
bent intermediate its ends to plovAde 4 loop

2 of such dimensions as to frlctlonmlly grip’
.The ends: .
of the loop 2 are bent. rearwardxy fo provide -
, -preferably ex-
“tending in substantlally parallel spaced. re-.
portions aré- of - siich
length, and are so_disposed, as_to maintain

the loap 2 in" subst

a ball at one side of the ecenter.

loop “stistaining - portions 3

ntlai
face of a club-C and at suc

Fa*‘allehsm to the
1 & distance thex -

out of contact with the face of the club.
Projected downwardly from'the loop sup-

“Thesé tisers and théir as-
arts re held in position by clips
to extend upwardly on' the back

club, the player- may grasp the portlons 3

~and” by exerfing a"slight ‘pressure thereon
‘expand. the loop ‘SO .48 to facilifate the. posb
“tioning' - of ‘a~ball -
pos1t1on, the portions 3 are released, and the
.ball is frictionially held"in the manner de-

i ereln

- seribed ready for a practice swing. -

G single. sprm%
~ing a piece o
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Tn ‘Figures 4" and 5 there is 111ustrated a

RS shghtly modified embodiment of the inven-

tion, in which the - clips 5 are Teplaced by a

the rise

slits' 7" extending substa,ntmlly

. providé a series:of closely adjacent spring

o fingers effective for engaoing and grasping-a-
Where a cip of this general character
55

b:ﬂ
is-utilized, T have found that desn'able re-

~~ sults are’ obtained by ‘making the cup shal-

“lower :

djacent the ‘bottom: of the' club than
the top,

E V_Imhtatmg the réléase of the ball but also en-
o -abling the lower edge of the cup to be posi:

.;tu)hed more clOsely ad]abent the bottom of
“ﬂhe c¢lub.
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as not: to 1nterfele Wlth the norma] swmg:
‘thereof. -

“to determine the difficulty with his stroke.:

“tdchment. for golf clubs
“With a ball in

chp 5 convemently compris- -
flat spring material carrylng om.
portion 4" thereof a cup 6.-- This cup
. may- bé secured to the cli p in any de51red man- -
and ; may be of any preferred construc-
T'have found, however, that it is desir- .
many cases fo prov1de the cup with a -
-series’ “of
‘ thrOUghout the depth thereof and adapted to"-

this construction not only fa-
‘ing a golf head, of club head e engagmg
id

& 6 thete is 'shown sﬁlll a furthep
- embodiment of the nvention in ‘Which the
63 vcpfmg chp ¥ repl*abed by a bsmd 8 adapted"

to embrace the head of 4 club, and prov1ded:'.:f-‘ ‘

-with a thumb screw 9, by: means of which it

may be clamped in pos1tlon This band car-
ries a cup 6’ of a construction generally sim- o
ilar to that referred to ‘in connec’mon with- 0
Figures 4 and 5. : SRy
It will be apparent that all of the for egomo ‘

,fm ms of my. invention not only provide means
- for effectively grip ping a ball, but also means

for effectively centering the same s0-that the
ball occuplesa: p‘"edetermmed position during -

each swing. The gripping is also- accom- =~
—‘phshed in sué¢h'manner as net to cut’or other-

wise destroy or disfigure the surface of the = -
practice ball or the!material of which it is 80
composed.. Each form: is also capable of easy .
manuficture and appheamon toaclubandre- = -
moval therefrom , thereby enablinga player; to
uge the at'sachment on. his.own favorlte clubs o
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‘While I have hérein illustrated certain pre- .

“ferred embodiments. of the invention, it will

be understood that the invention is suscej tl'ble' o
of embodiment in a plurality of diffe :
forms without departmg either from. g
spirit of my 1nvent1on or- the scope of my;f" S
broader . claims. .~ - e

T claim: e

1. As an artlcle of
tachment for. golf- clubs,’ ¢
fadapted to engage a club hi A ,,," ] R
taining and contering means carr, ed thereby St

9. As an article. of manufa ure :

adapted.to detachably engagea,cl
‘ball retaining and. centermg
thereby.” :
8. Asan article’of manufa o
ment for golf clubs, comprising means adapt- EER
ed to engage.a club head,-and ball reta; 5
and centering means carrled thereby and el-
fective for frictionally engag s
only of the ‘periphery. of a ba
4. As anarticle of manuf:
ment for golf clubs, COMPriSINg 1 1
ed to engage a ciub head, and re; hent ball Te-
taining and centering means carr g
5. As an-article of manufg;ctl .
ment for golf clubs, comprising means adapt- o
ed to engage a clib he ad, and ball retammg~
and r’enterlncr mea’n; of generally
—form carmedthere’o / .
"6, AY ah artiels of” anufacture, an
‘ment for golf clubs, com
edto enigage a chi:)
retaining -and centermg
annular form carried t e S
7. The combmatlon witha oolf club‘lnclud- S

‘annular .-

séciired’ to'and pro]ectmg froim sa e
ot er d -t engagmg L

tering the
:face of the.

; r6V1d
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8. The combmatlon with a golf club of re-
silient ball engaging means secured to the
club head and projecting outwardly there-
from, said resilient means providing a ball
1ece1v1ng opening of less diameter than the
diameter of a ball and effective for friction-

~ally receiving and centering a ball.
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9. The combination with a -golf club in-
cluding a head, of a clip embracmg a portion
of said club head and a cup shaped ball re-

~ceiving member carrled by said clip, said:

member having an opening of less diameter -
than that of the ball to be engaged thereby.
In testimony whereof T have hereunto set

my hand
, JOHN J. KENNEY
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