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This invention relates to certain improvements 
in the construction of mechanical pool tables in 
which unauthorized use of the table is prevented 
by trapping the balls and preventing them from 
being put back on the table. Such mechanical 
pool tables have gone into extensive use in public 
anausement places. By the installation of the 
mechanical features for controlling the use of the 
tables it is possible to control play upon the tables 
to that which is strictly accounted for to the pro 
prietor. In the absence of Such mechanical fea 
tures it is necessary to have an attendant to Su 
pervise the play and to see that proper payment is 
made by the players. On the other hand, where 
a mechanical control is placed upon the tables 
not only is it possible to dispense with the at 
tendant but it also assists in accounting for the 
payments required of the players for the use of 
the table and eliminates the necessity of keeping 
any separate accounts. There is the ever present 
temptation for players to make unauthorized or 
unpaying use of the tables unless Such mechanical 
features are protected against harm or tamper 
ing. I have devised in this invention an arrange 
ment of structural details which may be quickly 
installed or added to the conventional pool tables. 
Such additional features do not mar the appear 
ance of the tables nor their usefulneSS. It is one 
of the objects of my invention to provide a me 
chanical control over the Supply of playing balls 
and to have this control unobtrusive but effective 
to prevent unauthorized use of the table. 
Other advantages of my invention will be read 

ily observed from the following description of the 
preferred form of my device as illustrated in the 
accompanying drawing. 
In the drawing 
Fig. 1 is a plan view of the table with the top 

removed; Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical Section on the 
line 2-2 of Fig. i. 

Fig. 3 is a transverse vertical section on the 
line 3-3 of Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is an enlarged vertical section taken on 
the line 4-4 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 5 is a similar Section showing the parts in 
different positions; 

Fig. 6 is a representation of a playing ball and 
Fig. 7 is a representation of the cue ball. 
For the purposes of illustrating my invention 

without limitation thereon, I have shown in the 
accompanying drawing an arrangement by which 
the balls after dropping in the pockets of the pool 
table are collected by being caused to roll by 
gravity to a common point. At this point the 
balls are sorted according to size so that the cue 
ball which is conventionally of slightly greater 
diameter than the other balls, will be diverted for 
free delivery Outside of the table. At the same 
time the remaining balls of the set will drop down 
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to a receiver. At this point the balls are either 
brought to rest on one wall of the receiver or may 
more probably fall Within the trough of the re 
ceiver. The receiver is designed to discharge by 
tilting but this tilting movement, is under the 
control of the customary check-controlled de 
vices. In this way while the balls are always free 
to drop into the receiver, their delivery outside of 
the table or their return to the players, is de 
pendent upon the actuation of the check-con 
trolled device. Suitable arrangements of the de 
Vices are provided to insure retention of the balls 
until the completion of the release of the check 
controlled device. 
The customary table 8 is of the usual massive 

construction and Surinolunted by the slate top, 
Inot illustrated. The table has a series of chan 
nels 9 extending from beneath each of the several 
pockets in the top. These channels converge to 
a common point 10 at a lower level. t this point 
the channels deliver to a sorting plate 11. This 
plate is slotted as shown at 12 so that the larger 
size cue ball 13 will roll along the Sorting plate 11 
while the smaller balls of the set 14 will drop 
readily through the Siot, 2. 
Extending from beneath the sorting plate 11 

longitudinally of the table is an inclined delivery 
chute 15 having its end 16 beyond one end of 
the table. This chute 15 receives the cue ball 13 
and delivers it without further obstacle at the 
end of the chute 16. 
The other balls which fall through the slot 12 

travel down an inclined chute 17 and off the end 
thereof. 
Running from side to side of the table is placed 

an abutment Orbaffle 18 as a rest against which 
the balls remain until they fall in the trough of 
the receiver and the length. Of the abutment 18 
is Suficient to hold the fuli set of balls. 
Immediately beneath the free end of the chute 

17 and likewise extending from side to side of the 
table is a receiver 19. This receiver is in the form 
of a trough having its side Walls 20, 20. The ends 
of the trough are mounted on pivot pins or screws 
21 which in turn are supported from the inner 
side walls of the table. The trough 19 will ordi 
narily be right side up and the playing balls de 
livered from the chute 1 will drop into this 
trough after striking the abutinent 18. The 
iength of the trough is such as to accommodate 
the full set of balls being used in any game. 
Under some circunstances the trough may 

have been left inverted as is shown in Fig. 5. In 
this case the balls remain in the W-shaped pocket 
formed by the abutment 18 and upper side wall 
20 of the trough until such time as the trough 
is tilted back to its normal position, 
The tilting of the trough is accomplished by 

means of an operating rod 22 which is pivoted 
by means of an eyelet or other device 23 to one 
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side wall 20 of the trough. The opposite end of 
the rod 22 is connected to the inner end of a 
plunger 24 which forms the movable part of a 
check-controlled device 25. This device 25 is 
mounted on the end panel 26 of the table. Since 
these check-controlled devices are Well known 
it is deemed unnecessary to describe them in de 
tail. In general they consist of the Slidable 
plunger 24 movable in and out of the device 25. 
A coin or other check is advanced by the plunger 
24 through the device 25 and releases the plunger 
for its full inward movement at the conclusion 
of which the coin or check is dropped into a locked. 
drawer 27. The device 25 is of Such nature as 
to prevent, the full movement of the plunger in 
ward except when the coin is used and also to 
prevent a return movement of the plunger 24 be 
fore the inward movement is completed. 
With the plunger 24 operating as described the 

movement of the trough will be apparent. AS 
suming the balls of the set have been played at 
the conciusion of one game, they Will have 
dropped into the pockets of the top and travel by 
gravity into the upturned trough 19. The inward 
movement of the plunger 24 is obStructed by the 
device 25 until released by the use of the appro 
priate coin. Since the plunger 24 is pushed to 
its innermost position, the trough 19 tilts to a 
limit discharge position. Stopping the piulnge." 
24 before the completion of the novement allows 
the balls to take the position shown in Fig. 4 in 
which they are at rest between the edge of abut 
ment 18 and the top of the side wall 20. The dis 
charge of the balls will not take place but tine 
balls form a substantial lock of the device and 
the use of the balls for playing is impossible un 
til the novement of the plunger is completed. 
In the final phase of this movement, the balls are 
released fron between abutment 8 and the Wall 
20 and fall into the delivery tray 28. The balls 
inlay then be obtained by the players and Set up 
again on the top of the table. 
In the event that an attempt is made to obtain 

a set of balls without restoring the plunger 24 to 
sis outer position and using another coin for re 
leasing, a condition occurs such aS is illustrated 
in Fig. 5. In this case the trough 19 having been 
left in an inverted position serves to block the 
fall of the balls until the trough is again brought right-side-up. 
A locked panel 29 is provided to close the bot 

tom of the table beneath the tough 17. In this 
way, it may be unlocked for access to the mech 
anism or for cleaning purposes but otherwise 
the bottom of the table is inaccessible to the play 
e.S. 

In like manner a permanent panel 30 is plo 
vided to close off the remaining bottom portion of 
the table. 
From the above description it will be readily ap 

parent that I have provided an efficient and sim 
ple arrangement for trapping the balls that have 
been played and holding them until such time 
as they are again delivered to the players in ex 
change for the requisite coin or check. The in 
stallation of this equipment to the Ordinary pool 
table is easily accomplished Without altering the 
general appearance of the table. The device 
serves as an efficient protection against the uin 
authorized use of the table and is of material 
economy in the maintenance and Supervision of 
commercial installations. 
While I have illustrated the preferred form, 

still it is to be borne in mind that this is merely 
for the purpose of example and without limiting 

to rolli from sid common point and be collected 45 

ery tray. 

the scope of the invention beyond the terms of 
the following claims. 
What I claim is:- 
1. A pocket pool table, channels connecting the 

pockets of said table by gravity to a common G 
point, a tiltable Walled trough extending trans 
veisely of the line of travel of the balls and to 
which the balls are conveyed, from Said common 
point, delivery means for said balls and Operating 
means for emptying the trough into the said de- 85 
livery means, said operating means being nor mally inoperative. 

2. A pocket pool table, channels connecting the 
pockets of said table by gravity to a common 
point, a tiltable walled trough extending trans- 90 
versely of the line of travel of the balls and to 
Which the balls are conveyed, from said common 
point, delivery means for said balls and check 
controlled means for emptying the trough into 
the said delivery means. 95 

3. A pocket pool table, channels connecting the 
pockets of said table by gravity to a common 
point, a tiltable walled trough extending trans 
versely of the line of travel of the balls and to 
which the balls are conveyed, from said common 100 
point, delivery means for said balls, means for 
noiding the trough against movement and check 
controlled means for releasing the trough to dis-- 
charge the balls into the Said delivery means. 

4. A pocket pcol table, channels connecting the 105 
pockets of said Saicia by gravity to a common 
point, an invertible walled receiver to which the 
balis are conveyed, from said common point, de 
livery means for said balls, means for controlling 
the inversion of the receiver to discharge the balls 110 
into the said disively means. 

5. A. pgcket pcol table, channels connecting the 
pockets of said table by gravity to a common 
point, an invertiole walled trough extending 
transversely of the table and to which the balls 115 
are conveyed, from said common point, deliv 
ery means for said bails, ineans for inverting the 
trough, and check-controlled means for opera ting the inverting means. 

6. A pocket pool table, channels connecting 125 
the peckets of said table by gravity to a common 
point, an invertible trough extending transverse 
ly of the table and to which the balls are con 
veyed, from said common point, an abutment 
cooperating with the trough to hold the balls, 125 
delively means for Said balls, and means for tilt 
ing the trough to separate it from the abutment 
to discharge the balls into the delivery means. 

7. A pocket pool table, channels connecting 
the pockets of said table by gravity to a common 130 
point, a walled trough pivoted at its ends to the 
opposite sides of the table and receiving the balls, 
from Said common point and defecting then 
at right angles from their line of travel, a deliv 
ery tray beneath the trough and accessible from 135 
outside the table, and check-controlled means for 
controlling the discharge of balls from the trough 
to the tray. 

8. A pocket pool table, sloping channels con 
necting the peripheral pockets thereof to a com- 40 
mon point eneath the level of the table, a trough 
pivoted at its ends to the opposite sides of the 
table, a delivery tray for said balls, an abutment 
parailel to said trough, means to cause the balls 

in the space between the abutment and the 
trough and means to Successively transfer the 
bails into the trough and thence into the deliv 

JULIAN H. THOMAS. 150 


