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ANIMAL PLAY TOY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

[0001] The invention relates generally to animal play toys and particularly to animal play 

toys having a consumable rope that engages an animal in play before and during 

consumption of the consumable rope.  

Description of Related Art 

[0002] Animal chew toys are designed to entertain the animal, combat animal boredom, 

prevent destructive animal chewing behavior, and provide an outlet for an animal's innate 

chewing instinct. Generally, animal chew toys are made from plastic or other material that 

cannot be eaten by the animal. Animals typically tire of non-edible animal chew toys after a 

short period of time and move on to other activities. At the same time, non-edible animal 

chew toys provide no nutritional value to the animal and are limited in providing a health 

benefit to the animal.  

[0003] In addition, there are currently few animal play products that help or aide in 

facilitating playtime between animals and their owners during treat time. Moreover, animal 

treats are typically tossed on the ground or fed by hand and are consumed quickly with little 

to no interaction. This can lead to the animal consuming a larger number of animal treats 

over a period of time, which can adversely impact the animal's health.  

[0004] There is, therefore, a need for a new animal play toy that engages an animal in play 

before and during consumption while also providing nutritional value to the animal.  

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to provide an animal play toy that 

engages an animal in play before and during consumption of an animal treat.  

[0006] It is a further object of the invention to provide an animal play toy having an edible 

component incorporated as part of the animal play toy.  

[0007] It is yet another object of the present invention to promote the health or wellness of 

an animal using an animal play toy.  

[0008] It is a further object of the invention to provide containers and packages including 

one or more animal play toys that engages an animal in play before and during consumption.  

1



[0008a] It is an object of the present invention to overcome or ameliorate at least one of 

the disadvantages of the prior art, or to provide a useful alternative.  

[0009] One or more of these or other objects are achieved by providing an animal play toy 

having a top portion defining at least one hole therethrough and a weighted bottom portion.  

The animal play toy is able to stand upright when there is no interaction with the animal play 

toy. One or more ropes of a consumable product or a non-consumable product can be 

attached to the top portion of the animal play toy through the hole. The animal play toy 

creates a fun experience for both an owner and a pet animal by providing a custom designed 

device that enhances the playtime moments while allowing the pet work to get the 

snack/treat out of the animal play toy and makes it more challenging and slows down the 

intake of the snack/treat during eating.  

[0010] Other and further objects, features, and advantages of the present invention will be 

readily apparent to those skilled in the art.  

[0010a] According to a first aspect, the present invention provides an animal play toy 

comprising: 

a top portion defining at least two holes therethrough, the two holes having the same 

orientation opposite each other on the top of the top portion; and 

a weighted bottom portion attached to the top portion, the weighted bottom having an 

opening for dispensing of an item contained in the animal play toy.  

[0010b] According to a second aspect, the present invention provides a method for 

promoting the health or wellness of an animal comprising providing to an animal an animal 

play toy having a top portion defining at least two holes therethrough, a weighted bottom 

portion, the weighted bottom having an opening for dispensing of an item contained in the 

animal play toy; and a rope of at least one of a consumable product or a non-consumable 

product attached to the top portion through the hole.  

[0010c] According to a third aspect, the present invention provides a kit comprising in a 

single package or in separate containers in a virtual package, as appropriate for a kit 

component, (A) an animal play toy comprising a top portion defining at least two holes 

therethrough, the two holes having the same orientation opposite each other on the top of the 

top portion and a weighted bottom portion, the weighted bottom having an opening for 

dispensing of an item contained in the animal play toy, and (B) one or more of: (1) a rope of 

a consumable product; (2) a plurality of ropes of a consumable product packaged in a 

2



bundle; (3) a rope of a non-consumable product; (4) a plurality of ropes of a non-consumable 

product packaged in a bundle; (5) a description of the benefits of the animal play toy; (6) 

instructions for assembling and using the animal play toy with a rope of a consumable 

product; (7) instructions for assembling and using the animal play toy with a rope of a non

consumable product; or (8) instructions for how to promote the health or wellness of an 

animal using the animal play toy.  

[0010d] According to a fourth aspect, the present invention provides a means for 

communicating information about or instructions for an animal play toy comprising a top 

portion defining at least two holes therethrough, the two holes having the same orientation 

opposite each other on the top of the top portion and a weighted bottom portion, the 

weighted bottom having an opening for dispensing of an item contained in the animal play 

toy for one or more of: (1) assembling and using the animal play toy with a rope of a 

consumable product; (2) assembling and using the animal play toy with a rope of a non

consumable product; (3) describing the benefits of the animal play toy; (4) describing the 

benefits of the rope of the consumable or non-consumable product; or (5) promoting the 

health or wellness of an animal with the animal play toy, the means comprising a document, 

digital storage media, optical storage media, audio presentation, or visual display containing 

the information or instructions.  

[0010e] According to a fifth aspect, the present invention provides a package comprising 

indicia describing an animal play toy comprising a top portion defining at least two holes 

therethrough, the two holes having the same orientation opposite each other on the top of the 

top portion and a weighted bottom portion, the weighted bottom having an opening for 

dispensing of an item contained in the animal play toy.  

[0010f] According to a sixth aspect, the present invention provides a multi-pack package 

comprising: 

a plurality of containers arranged in an array, each of the plurality of containers comprising 

an animal play toy comprising a top portion defining at least two holes therethrough, the two 

holes having the same orientation opposite each other on the top of the top portion and a 

weighted bottom portion, the weighted bottom having an opening for dispensing of an item 

contained in the animal play toy; and 

one or more devices for retaining the containers in the array.  

2a



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] FIG. 1 shows an animal play toy having one or more ropes attached thereto in an 

embodiment of the invention.  

[0012] FIG. 2 shows a top portion of an animal play toy in an embodiment of the 

invention.  

[0013] FIG. 3 shows a weighted bottom portion of an animal play toy in an embodiment of 

the invention.  

[0014] FIG. 4 shows an animal play toy having an opening therein in an embodiment of the 

invention.  

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Definitions 

[0015] The term "animal" means any animal that could benefit from an animal play toy.  

The animal can include a human, avian, bovine, canine, equine, feline, hicrine, lupine, 

murine, ovine, or porcine animal. The animal can also be any suitable pet or companion 

animal.  

[0016] The term "companion animal" means a dog or a cat.  

[0017] The term "single package" means that the components of a kit are physically 

associated in or with one or more containers and considered a unit for manufacture, 

distribution, sale, or use. Containers include, but are not limited to, bags, boxes, cartons, 

bottles, packages of any type or design or material, over-wrap, shrink-wrap, affixed 

components (e.g., stapled, adhered, or the like), or combinations thereof. A single package 

may be containers of individual components physically associated such that they are 

considered a unit for manufacture, distribution, sale, or use.  
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[00181 The term virtuall package" means that the components of a kit are associated by 

directions on one or more physical or virtual kit components instructing the user how to obtain the 

other components, eg., a bag or other container containing one component and directions 

instructing the user to go to a website, contact a recorded message or a fax-back service, view a 

visual message, or contact a ctregiver or instructor to obtain instructions on how to use the kit or 

safety or technical information about one or more components of a kit.  

[00191' The teri "health and/or wellness of an animal" means the complete physical, mental.  

and social well being of the animal, not merely the absence of disease or infirmity 

[0020| As used herein, ranges are used. herein in shorthand. so as to avoid having to list and 

describe each and every value within the range, Any appropriate value within the range can be 

selected, where appropriate, as the upper value; lower value or the terminus of the. range 

[00211 As used herein, the singular form of a word includes the plural, and vice versa unless the 

context clearly dictates otherwise, Thus, the references a" an" and "the" are generally inclusive 

of the plurals of the respective terms. For example, reference to "a compound" or "a method" 

includes a pirality of such "compounds" or "methods." Sinilarly, the words "comprise", 

comprises", and "comprising" are to be interpreted inclusively rather than exclusively Likewise 

the terms "include"; "icluding" and "or" should all be construed to be inclusive., unless such a 

construction is clearly prohibited fro. the context, 

[0022] The terrns "comprising" or "including" are intended to include embodiments 

encompassed by the tennis "consisting essentially of' and "consisting of. Similarly, the term 

"consisting essentially of' is intended to include embodiments encompassed by the term 

"consisting of.  

100231 All percentages expressed herein are by weight of the total weight of a composition 

unless expressed otherwise. For example, an ingredient in an amount of 25S% 'by weight means that 

the ingredient is 25% of the total weight of a cotmposition. Thus, if the total weight of the 

composition is 100 grams.. the actual amount of the ingredient correspondin g to 25% by weight 

would be 25 grams.  

100241 The methods and compositions and other advances disclosed here are not limited to 

particular methodology protocol, and reagents described herein because, as the skilled artisan 

will appreciate, they may vary. Further, the terminology used herein is for the purpose of 
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describing particular embodiments only, and is not intended to, and does not, limit the scope of 

that which is disclosed or claimed.  

[0025] Uless defied otherwise, all technical and scientific terms, terms of art, and acronynis 

used herein hav. the neanin's commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art in the 

field(s) of the invention, or in the field(s) whe re the term is used. Although any conpositois, 

methods, articles of an nufacture, or other means or materials similar or equivalent to those 

described herein can be used in the practice of the present invention, the preferred compositions, 

methods., articles of manufacture, or other means or materials are described herein, 

[00261 All patents, patent applications, publications, technical and/or scholarly articles, and 

other rtfTences cited or referred to herein are in their entirety incorporated here a by reference to 

the extent allowed by law. The discussion of those references is intended merely to summarize the 

assertions made therein. No admission is nade that any such patents, patent applications, 

publications or references, or any portion thereof, are relevant, material, or prior art. The right to 

challenge the accuracy and pertinence of any assertion of such patents, patent applications, 

publ ications, and other references as relevant, material or prior art is specifically reserved.  

The InseTntion 

100271 In one aspect shown in FIGiS. 14, the invention provides an animal play toy 10 for 

engaging an ininmal in play before and during consumption of a treat attached thereto. Animal play 

toy 10 includes a top portion 20 defining at least one hole '22 therethrough and a weighted bottom 

portion 30. One or more ropes 40 can be attached to top portion 20 through bole 22, Wejihted 

bottom portion 30 can include a front panel 34 and a back panel 36 hingedly attached to a eighed 

base 32 Weighted base 32 can include any suitable amount of a weighted material at its bottom so 

that animal play toy 10 assumes an upright position (.g, standing) when stationary.  

100281 The values or ratios of height and weight of components of animal play toy 10 can 

prevent tipping over of animal play toy 10 and can return animal play toy 10 to the upright position 

after tilting, For example the weighted bottom portion 30 can have a weight that is 52-90%, 

preferably 62-82%, and more preferably 72-82% of the total weight of aninnal play toy 10, The 

skilled artisan will appreciate that the dimensions of top portion 20 and weighted bottom portion 

30 of animal play toy 10 may vary as desired or in accordance with manufacturing specifications 

or in accordance with the weight of weighted base 32., 
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(00291 The dimensions of top portion 20 and weighted bottom portion 30 of animal play toy 10 

can be such that they have identical or substantialv similar peripheral shapes so as to make animal 

play toy 10 appear as a cohesive unit as shown in FIG I . Front panel 34 and back panel 36 can be 

attached to each other using any suitable fastening mechanism suet as snap fitting, pressure-ditting.  

friction fitting, threaded fitting, etc Weighted bottom portion 30 can be attached to top portion 20 

using any suitable fastening mehanism such as snap-fitting, pressurehfiting, friction fitting 

threaded fitting, etc.  

[00301 As shown in FIGS- 1-4, animal play toy 10 can be in the shape of an animal in an 

embodiment. For example top portion 20 can include features that resemble eyes 52, nose 54, and 

a mouth in the form of a latch 56. Holes 22 can be used to represent the ears of the animal.  

Weighted bottom portion 30 can include a pair of convex surfaces that represent arms 50 of the 

animal.  

100311 in an alternative embodiment, the animal play toy does not include any distinguishing 

features to represent an anmnal For example, the animal play toy can include the top portion 

having one or more holes attached to a weighted bottom portion, with neither the top portion nor 

the weighted bottom portion having any ornamental features, The animal play toy in any 

embodiments described herein ean be hollow or solid in any suitable amounts therein.  

[0032] The outer surface of animal play toy 10 can include any suitable textures or gripping 

portions on top portion 20 and/or weighted bottom- portion 30. The texture or gripping portions 

may be or example a rough surface or diriple grips.  

[00331 Animal play toy 10 can further include any indicia or instructions printed on a surface of 

top portion 20 and/or weighted botom portion 30. The indicia may include, for example. colors, 

numbers, letters, logos, advertisements. branding information, nutritional information, product 

information, manufacturer information, etc. Animal play toy 10 can have any suitable color. Top 

portion 20 can have the same color or a different color than weighted bottom portion 30, 

[00341 Aninial play toy 10 can be nmade from any suitable materials such. as polymers, plastics 

or other synthetic materials For example, animal play toy 10 can be made from a polyethylene 

material such as linear low density polvethylene, polypropylene, polyethylene terephitlhalate, etc.  

Alternatively; ananal play toy 10 may be manufactured from non-plastic materials inclhdingt but 

not limited to, cardboard, metal, styrofoam, etc. Top portion 20 can be made from the same 

material or a different material than weighted bottom portion 30, 
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[00351 As shown in F 1. one or more ropes 40 ot a consumable product or non-consumable 

product can be attached to top portion 20 through hole(s' 22 For example, one end of each rope 

40 can be fed through opening 22 in top portion 20 such that ropes 40 protrude circumscribing top 

portion's 20 outer surface, Animal play toy 10 has a low center of gravity allowing it to wobble 

without easily tipping over. Playful and slow feeding is achieved when a pet pulls on ropes 22 

while animal play toy 10 is wobbling 

100361 Rope 40 of a consumable product can be made from a material such as meatjerky.  

rawhide, gelatin, dough, gelatinized starch-based food compositions, or a combination thereof 

Ropes of the consumable product can also include one or more edible ingredients such as grains, 

starches, meat meals, proteins, fibers, sugars, vitamins, minerals, aromas, colors, flavors, oils, 

humectants, preservatives, or a combination thereof, Ropes of different flavors and/or textures 

may be used with a single animal play toy. For example when more than one opening is present, 

each opening (or hole) of the animal play toy may be loaded wxith a different flavor and/or textured 

rope.  

[00371 Rope 40 can also be a non-consumable product that is not intended to be eaten by the 

animal. Ropes of the non-consumable product can be made front a material such as fibers, plastic, 

nylon. resin, cotton, paperboard, or combination thereof, 

[0038] Rope 40 can be provided or sold as a single piece or as part of a bundle of a plurality of 

ropes If in a bundle, the rope can be peeled off prior to being loaded onto the animal toy product 

Rope 40 can have any suitable overall length and thickness. Preferably, the overall length of rope 40 

ranges from abou-ti ' to about 20 inches, More preferably the overall length of rope 40 ranges from 

about 8 to about 1.5 inches. The thickness of rope 40 wvill depend on the size of hole 22 and/or the 

mechanism by which rope 40 is attached to and maintained within hole 22 of animal toy product 

1 0.  

[100391 In one example of loading animal play toy 10, latch 56 connecting top portion 20 to 

weighted bottom portion 30 is flipped up and a rope 40 is threaded through opening 22. ArTy 

suitable portion or of amount of rope 40 (eig quarter half, three quarters) can remain. within top 

portion 20 when closed while the other half of rope 40 hangs out as shown in FIG, 1. Top portion.  

20 can then be snapped back shut onto weightedd bottom portion 30 

[00401 Rope 40 can remain in hole 22 of animal play toy 1.0 using any suitable fastening 

mechanism such as a pressure-fitting, a friction fitting, a clip, etc. In one embodiment, the 
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thickness of rope 40 is slight larger than the diameter of hole 22, Rope 40 can then be pressed into 

hole 22 thereby providing a pressure-fitting. Alternatively; a clip (hot shown) can be incorporated 

onto the inner or outer surface of animal play toy 10 that clips rope 40 causing rope 40 to remain 

attached to animal play toy 10. The fastening mechanism used can be configured to provide a tight 

grip or a loose grip on rope 40, 

100411 During use, the animal (e.g. a cat) will pull on one or more of ropes 40. This action will 

tilt animal play toy 10 without tipping it over. If the animal chews a piece off rope 40 animal play 

toy 10 will return to the upright position. Playful activity may further be generated when the 

animal pulls rope 40 and releases it without chewing it off. Accordingly; anirnal play toy 10 

provides a more enaging experience for the consumer and the pet, 

[00421 In an embodiment generally illustrated in FIG, 4, animal play toy 10 has opening 60.  

Animal play toy 10 can contain items that exit animal play toy 10 through opening 6.0. for 

example when animal play toy 10 is tihed The items exiting through opening 60 can encourage 

the pet to play with animal play toy 10. Opening 60 cat.n be located in one or more of top portion 

20 or weighted bottom portion 30. For example, opening 60 can be formed at least partially in one or 

more of top portion 20, itont panel 34, back panel 36 or weighted base 32 Noniiting examples 

of items that can be contained by niimal play toy 10 and exit through opening 60 are snacks or 

treats, such as pellets kibbles and the like However, items contained by animal play toy 10 that 

exit through opening 60 are not limited to a specific embodiment, and these items can be any 

items that provide a more engaging experience for the consumer and the pet.  

10043 The items contained by animal play toy 10 that exit through opening 60 can be replaced, 

for example after these items have been dispensed by animal play toy 10. For example latch 56 

connecting top portion 20 to weighted bottom portion 30 can be flipped iup and new items placed 

within animal play toy 10, Top portion 20 can then be snapped back shut onto weighted bottom 

portion 30, 

[0044i In another aspect, the animal play toy is in the form a single Imitary piece For example.  

the animal play toy is a single body having a weighed bottom and one or more holes at or near a 

middle or upper portion of the single body, The holes are constructed and arranged to receive one 

or more of the ropes in a manner as discussed above. The ropes can be inserted into the one or 

more holes and locked therein in any suitable manner. As a result, the single unitary antma play 

toy can function in the same manner as animal play toy 10 made of multiple pieces.
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100451 In an alternative aspect, the inivention provides a method 'for promoting the health or 

we. Iness of an an nal T1e niethod comprises providing to an animal an animal play toy haNing a top 

portion defying at least one hole therethrouigh, a weighted bottom portion, and a rope of at least 

one of a constuable product or a nnconsumnable product attached to the top portion through the 

hole. Playing with, cheOng, and/or consumng the ropes of the animal play toys can help promote 

the health or wellness of the animal by providing activity and nutrition to the animal at the same 

time.  

100461 In an alternative aspect, the invention provide; a kit comprising in a single package or in 

separate containers in a virtual package, as appropriate for a kit component, (A) an animal play toy 

according to any of the embodiment described herein, and (B) one or monre of: (1) a rope of a 

consumable product (2) a plurality of ropes of a consumable product packaged in a bundle; (3) a 

rope of a non-consumable product; (4) a plirality of ropes of a non-consuiable product packaged 

in a bundle; (5) a description of the benefits of the animal play toy; (6) instructions for assembling 

and using the aminial play toy with a rope of a consumable product; (7) instructions for assembling 

and using the ana play toy with a rope of a no-consumable product; or (8) instructions for how 

to promote the health or wellness of an animal using the animal play toy, 

{00471 When the kit comprises a virtual package, the kit can be limited to instructions in a 

virtual environment in combination with one or more physical kit components, The kits may 

contain the kit components in any of various combinations and/or mixtures, For example, in one 

embodiment, the kit includes an animal play toy described herein and instructions fbr how to 

assemble and. use the animal play toy, In another embodiment, the kit includes an nimal play toy 

described herein and one or more ropes of a consumable product.  

[0048] In an aspect, the invention provides a means for communicating information about or 

instructions for an animal play toy according to any of the embodiments described herein for one 

or more of: (I) assembling and usiag the animal play toy with a rope of a consunable product; (2) 

assembling and using the animal play toy with a rope of a non-consanable product; (3) describing 

the benefits of the animal play toy; (4) describing the benefits of the rope of the consumable or 

non-consumable product; or (5) promoting the health or wellness of an animal with the animal play 

toy.  

[00491 The communication neans can be a document, digital storage medi', optical storage 

media, audio presentation, or visual display contaning the infonnation or instructions. More 
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specifically, the means can be a displayed website, a visual display kiosk, a brochure, a product 

label, a package insert, an advertisement, a handout a public announcement, an audiotape, a 

videotape, a DVD a CD-ROM, a computer readable chip, a computer readable card a computer 

readable disk, a U SB device a Fire Wire device, a computer memory, or any combinatin i there 

[0050] In another aspect, the invention provides a package comprising indicia describing an 

animal play toy according to any of the embodiments described herein. The indicia can be in the 

form of words, symbos, pictures, photographs, figures, or combinations thereof to show details or 

examples of the animal play toy described herein. The package can further contain the animal play 

toy. Alternatively or in addition to, the package can contain one or more ropes of a consumable 

product and/or one or more ropes of a noneconsumable product (e.g., as bundles) that are sized to 

be inserted into the holes of the animal play toy, 

100511 in an alternative aspect, the invention provides a multi-pack package comprising 1) a 

plurality of containers arranged in an array., each of the plurality of containers comprising an 

animal play toy described herein, at least one or a plurality of the ropes of the consumable product 

packaged in a bundle, or at least one or a plurality of the ropes of the non-consunable product 

packaged in a bundle, and 2) one or more devices for retaining the containers in the array. In 

various embodiments, the devices are boxes made from paper, plastic, polymers, or a combination 

thereof i others, the devices are systems of conducted plastic rings affixed to each of the 

containers. In still others, the devices are wrappings of plastic of similar materials, egtwelve 

cans stacked in an. array and wrapped in plastic In some embodiments, the multi-pack packages 

have one or more handles affixed to the muldiipack packages to facilitate handling and 

transporting the muti-pack packages, 

[00521 In other embodiments, the devices further comprise one or more windows that permit the 

package contents to be viewed without opening the multi-pack package. In some embodinents, 

the windows are a transparent portion of the devices. In others, the windows are missing portions 

of the devices that permit the containers to be viewed without opening the multi-pack package, 

[00531 In preferred enbodiments, the muldti-pack packages further comprise one or more indicia 

describing the contents of the containers in the packages. The indicia can be in the form of labels, 

printing on the packages, stickers, and the like and include words symbols, pictures, photographs, 

figures, or combinations thereof to provide detail or examples of the animal play toy comprising a 

top portion defining at least one hole therethrough and a weighted bottom portion described 
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herein. In a preferred enbodiment, a label is affixed to the multi-pack packages containing a word 

or words, picture, design, acronym slogan, phrase, or other device, or combination thereof, that 

indicates that the contents of the package contain an animal play toy comprsng a top portion 

defing at least one hole therethrough and a weighted bottom portion described herein.  

[0054] In the specification, there have been disclosed typical preferred embodiments of the 

invention, Although specific terms are employed, they are used in a generic and descriptive sense 

only and not for purposes of limitation. The scope of tie invention is set forth in the claims.  

Obviously many Tnodifications and variations of the invention are possible in light of the above 

teachings, It is therefore to be understood that within the scope of the appended claims the i.vntion 

may be practiced otherwise than as specifically describe 

t



CLAIMS 

What is Claimed is: 

1. An animal play toy comprising: 

a top portion defining at least two holes therethrough, the two holes having the same 

orientation opposite each other on the top of the top portion; and 

a weighted bottom portion attached to the top portion, the weighted bottom having an 

opening for dispensing of an item contained in the animal play toy.  

2. The animal play toy of claim 1 including at least one rope of a consumable product 

threaded through each hole of the top portion.  

3. The animal play toy of claim 2 wherein the rope of the consumable product is made of 

a material selected from the group consisting of meat-jerky, rawhide, gelatin, dough, 

gelatinized starch-based food compositions, and combinations thereof.  

4. The animal play toy of claim 2 wherein the rope of the consumable product includes 

one or more edible ingredients selected from the group consisting of grains, starches, 

meat meals, proteins, fibers, sugars, vitamins, minerals, aromas, colors, flavors, oils, 

humectants, preservatives, and combinations thereof.  

5. The animal play toy of any one of claims 2 to 4 wherein a plurality of the ropes are 

packaged in bundle.  

6. The animal play toy of claim 1 including at least one rope of a non-consumable 

product threaded through each hole of the top portion.  

7. The animal play toy of claim 6 wherein the rope of the non-consumable product is 

made from a material selected from the group consisting of fibers, plastic, nylon, resin, 

cotton, paperboard, and combinations thereof.  

8. The animal play toy of claim 6 or claim 7 wherein a plurality of the ropes are packaged 

in bundle.  

9. The animal play toy of any one of claims 1 to 8 in the shape of an animal.  

10. The animal play toy of any one of claims 1 to 9 in the form a single unitary piece.  

11. A method for promoting the health or wellness of an animal comprising providing to an 

animal an animal play toy having a top portion defining at least two holes therethrough, 

a weighted bottom portion, the weighted bottom having an opening for dispensing of 

11



an item contained in the animal play toy; and a rope of at least one of a consumable 

product or a non-consumable product attached to the top portion through the hole.  

12. The method of claim 11 wherein the rope of the consumable product is made of a 

material selected from the group consisting of meat-jerky, rawhide, gelatin, dough, 

gelatinized starch-based food compositions, and combinations thereof.  

13. The method of claim 11 wherein the rope of the non-consumable product is made from 

a material selected from the group consisting of fibers, plastic, nylon, resin, cotton, 

paperboard, and combinations thereof.  

14. A kit comprising in a single package or in separate containers in a virtual package, as 

appropriate for a kit component, (A) an animal play toy comprising a top portion 

defining at least two holes therethrough, the two holes having the same orientation 

opposite each other on the top of the top portion and a weighted bottom portion, the 

weighted bottom having an opening for dispensing of an item contained in the animal 

play toy, and (B) one or more of: (1) a rope of a consumable product; (2) a plurality of 

ropes of a consumable product packaged in a bundle; (3) a rope of a non-consumable 

product; (4) a plurality of ropes of a non-consumable product packaged in a bundle; (5) 

a description of the benefits of the animal play toy; (6) instructions for assembling and 

using the animal play toy with a rope of a consumable product; (7) instructions for 

assembling and using the animal play toy with a rope of a non-consumable product; or 

(8) instructions for how to promote the health or wellness of an animal using the animal 

play toy.  

15. A means for communicating information about or instructions for an animal play toy 

comprising a top portion defining at least two holes therethrough, the two holes having 

the same orientation opposite each other on the top of the top portion and a weighted 

bottom portion, the weighted bottom having an opening for dispensing of an item 

contained in the animal play toy for one or more of: (1) assembling and using the 

animal play toy with a rope of a consumable product; (2) assembling and using the 

animal play toy with a rope of a non-consumable product; (3) describing the benefits of 

the animal play toy; (4) describing the benefits of the rope of the consumable or non

consumable product; or (5) promoting the health or wellness of an animal with the 

animal play toy, the means comprising a document, digital storage media, optical 
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storage media, audio presentation, or visual display containing the information or 

instructions.  

16. The means of claim 15 wherein the means is selected from the group consisting of a 

displayed website, a visual display kiosk, a brochure, a product label, a package insert, 

an advertisement, a handout, a public announcement, an audiotape, a videotape, a 

DVD, a CD-ROM, a computer readable chip, a computer readable card, a computer 

readable disk, a USB device, a FireWire device, a computer memory, and 

combinations thereof.  

17. A package comprising indicia describing an animal play toy comprising a top portion 

defining at least two holes therethrough, the two holes having the same orientation 

opposite each other on the top of the top portion and a weighted bottom portion, the 

weighted bottom having an opening for dispensing of an item contained in the animal 

play toy.  

18. The package of claim 17 wherein the package contains an animal play toy comprising a 

top portion defining at least two holes therethrough, the two holes having the same 

orientation opposite each other on the top of the top portion and a weighted bottom 

portion, the weighted bottom having an opening for dispensing of an item contained in 

the animal play toy.  

19. The package of claim 17 or claim 18 wherein the package contains at least one of a 

rope of a consumable product or a rope of a non-consumable product.  

20. The package of claim 17 or claim 18 wherein the package contains a bundle of ropes of 

a consumable product or a bundle of ropes of a non-consumable product.  

21. A multi-pack package comprising: 

a plurality of containers arranged in an array, each of the plurality of containers 

comprising an animal play toy comprising a top portion defining at least two holes 

therethrough, the two holes having the same orientation opposite each other on the top 

of the top portion and a weighted bottom portion, the weighted bottom having an 

opening for dispensing of an item contained in the animal play toy; and 

one or more devices for retaining the containers in the array.  

22. The multi-pack package of claim 21 further comprising one or more handles suitable 

for handling and transporting the package.  
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23. The multi-pack package of claim 21 or claim 22 further comprising one or more indicia 

describing the contents of the containers in the package.  

24. The multi-pack package of any one of claims 21 to 23 wherein the device comprises 

one or more windows.  

25. The multi-pack package of any one of claims 21 to 24 further comprising a label 

affixed to the package containing a word or words, picture, design, acronym, slogan, 

phrase, or combination thereof, that indicates that the content of the package contains 

an animal play toy comprising a top portion defining at least two holes therethrough, 

the two holes having the same orientation opposite each other on the top of the top 

portion and a weighted bottom portion, the weighted bottom having an opening for 

dispensing of an item contained in the animal play toy.  
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