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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. H. STRICK 

LER, of Mount Pleasant, in the county of West 
moreland and State of Pennsylvania, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Swinging Lever-Bars; and I do here 
by declare the following to be a full and exact 
description of the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, forming part 
of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation, showing the 
bars closed. Fig. 2 is a side elevation, show 
ing the lever swung backward, so as to par 
tially open the bars; and Fig. 3 is a perspec 
tive view, showing the bars swung around. 

Similar letters of reference in the accompa 
nying drawings denote the same parts. 
This invention has for its object to provide 

a fence, where it crosses a roadway, with a 
set of bars adapted to be let down. simulta 
neously at one end, to allow cattle to pass 
through, or to be swung around simultane 
ously at right angles with their position 
when closed, so as to allow the passage of a 
vehicle. To this end the invention consists 
in a set of horizontal bars articulated to a 
diagonal lever intersecting the set, and sup 
ported at one end between two standards, 
so located as to permit the bars to slide be 
tween them, or to swing horizontally, after 
the manner of a pivoted gate. The opposite 
ends of the bars are supported by a nortised 
post, and are secured by hooks engaging with 
staples on said post, all of which I will now 
proceed to describe. 

In the drawings, A represents a vertical 
post, provided with mortises adapted to re 
ceive the ends of a set of bars. B B repre 
sent two vertical posts, located on the op 
posite side of the roadway, said posts being 
so located with respect to each other that a 
vertical plane through the center of each 
would be diagonal to the roadway. C C rep 
resent the bars, which engage at one end 
With the mortises of the post A, and are sup 
ported at the other end by horizontal blocks 
D attached to the posts B B, said blocks 
being at right angles with the bars C when 
the latter are closed. The bars, are articu 

lated to a lever, E, which crosses them di 
agonally near one end, and is provided with 
a handle, E'. A strip, F, is placed on the 
opposite side of the bars, and attached by the 
same bolts that secure the lever E. 
When the bars are closed, as shown in Fig. 

I, the lever E inclines toward the post A. 
The bars are held in this position by hooks 
EIH' on the upper and lower bars, said hooks 
engaging with staples on the post A. 
When it is desired to open the bars suffi 

ciently to allow the passage of only one ani 
mal, the hook of the upper bar is disengaged 
from the post. A, the lower one remaining 
fastened, the lever is grasped by the operator 
and its upper end swung backward from the 
post. The lower rail, being fastened to the 
post by its hook, serves as the fulcrum, and 
the remaining rails are pushed backward to 
different degrees, their radiuses or the distance 
of their pivotal points from that of the lower 
bar decreasing from top to bottom. The le 
ver is swung backward until the end of each 
bar between the posts A and B Brests on the 
one below it, as shown in Fig. 2, an opening 
being thus formed adapted to permit the pas 
sage of a single animal. 
To entirely clear the roadway and allow a 

vehicle to pass through, both hooks, H H', 
are disengaged, and the whole set of bars is 
moved backward simultaneously for about 
half their length, and then swung around par 
allel with the roadway, as shown in Fig. 3, 
the posts B B being so located as to admit of 
both motions of the bars, which slide and turn 
freely on the blocks D. 

This device combines in a neat, cheap, and 
convenient form a set of bars and a gate, and 
is adapted to be operated in the former ca 
pacity much more quickly and easily than the 
old form, the bars being operated simultane ously. 
If desired, the post A may be provided with 

only two mortises, one for the upper, and one 
for the lower bar, the intervening bars being 
cut off so as to simply bear against the sur 
face of the post. 
The hook H is provided with a foot-piece, 

which projects on the opposite side of the bar 
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to which it is attached. The hook is thus 
adapted to be disengaged by the foot from 
either side. The lever E can be easily oper 
ated from the back of a horse. 
I claim as my invention- WILLIAM. H. STRICKLER. 
The bars C C, pivoted to the hand-lever E, Witnesses: 

in combination with the diagonal posts B, A. F. ROSEN, 
provided with supports D D, by means of A. R. STONER. 

which said bars may be moved endwise, or 
operated as a swinging gate, substantially as 
described. 

  


