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(57) Abstract: The problem addressed by the present inven-
tion is to provide an organic electroluminescent element
having excellent power efficiency and emission lifetime,
suitable color matching, and improved light distribution
characteristics (view angle dependency) and durability (res-
istance to high temperature and high humidity). The organic
electroluminescent element according to the present inven-
tion is characterized in being provided with two or more
light emitting units and an intermediate electrode layer ar-
ranged between the light emitting units on a base material
between oppositely arranged first and second electrodes, and
is characterized in that 1) at least either the first electrode or
the second electrode is a transparent electrode, 2) the light
emitting unit is constituted by an organic function layer in-
cluding an organic light emitting layer, 3) the intermediate
electrode layer has an independent connection terminal to
obtain electrical connection, 4) a thin film layer is provided
on the surface of the transparent electrode which is at least
either the first electrode or the second electrode, and 5) the
thin film layer has different light refractive indexes depend-
ing on the position in the layer thickness direction, and the
refractive indexes have a local maximum value where the re-
fractive indexes turn from an increase to a decrease or a loc-
al minimum value where the refractive indexes turn from a
decrease to an increase.
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