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To all whom 6 may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE A. GRIFFITH,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Valdosta, in the county of Lowndes and State

5 of Georgia, have invented a new and useful
Steam-Cooker, of which the following is a
specification. :

My invention relates to asteam cooking ap-
paratus designed particularly for use in pre-

10 serving fruits, vegetables, &e. ; and the object
in view,in connection with asimple, inexpen-
sive, and efficient device to receive a number
of jars, cans, or other fruif-receptacles for ex-

_ posure to steam, is to provide means for con-

15 trolling the outlet of steam, whereby during
the introduction and removal of receptacles
the hands of the operator are protected.

Further objects and advantages of this in-
wvention will appear in the following descrip-

20 tiom, and the novel features thereof will be
particularly pointed out in the appended
claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical sec-
tion of a cooker constructed in accordance

25 with my invention. Fig. 2 is a detail section
of the upper end of the steam-conveyer upon
the line 2 2 of Fig. 1.

Similar numerals of reference indicate.cor-
responding parts in both figures of the draw-

30 ings.

1 designates a boiler, preferably of cylin-
drical construction, with an inlet-spout 2, pro-
vided with a removable cap 3 to allow of
the introduction of water. The top of the

35 boiler is depressed to form a basin 4, sur-
rounded by an annular rim 5, and rising from
the center of said top is the steam tube or
conductor 6, provided at its upper end with a
controlling-valve7. Intheconstructionillus-

40 trated this controlling-valve consists of a
eylindrical cap fitted upon the upper end of
the tube or conductor and seated upon a col-
lar or ring 8, said cap being provided with
perforations 9 toregister with similar perfora-

45 tions 10 in the tube or conductor when the
cap is arranged in the proper position. The
cap is further provided at its upper end with
a handle 11 and at its lower end with a clip

112, which engages the collar or ring on the

50 tube or conductor to prevent the cap. from

moving vertically, said clip being extended

toform a tongue 13, which extends through a

Sexial Mo, 558,147, (No model)

segmental keeper 14 on the tube or conductor
below said collar or ring to limit the rotary
movement of the cap. When the cap is
turned in one direction until its motion is
checked by said keeper, the perforations in
the cap and tube are arranged to allow the
escape of steam generated in the boiler, and
when the cap is turned in the other direction
said perforations are moved out.of registra-
tion and the escape of steam is checked. In
the construction illustrated in the drawings
the tube or conductorisremovably fitted upon
a short pipe-section 15, rising from the center
of the top of the boiler, whereby access is
given to the-interior of the boiler to cleanse
the same. ‘

Arranged above and seated upon the boiler
with its lower edge within the annular rim
above described is a cover 16, preferably of
cylindrical construction, which is adapted to
cover a plurality of jars or cans arranged upon
the boiler and confine the steam discharged
from the steam tube or conductor, whereby it
accomplishes the cooking of the contents of
said jars or cans.

After the boiler has been properly supplied
with water and the jars or canscontainingthe
fruit or other material to be cooked have been
placed upon the depressed top of the boiler
said jars are inclosed by the cover and the
apparatus is placed upon a stove or other
heating device to raise the temperature of the
contents of the boiler to the proper degree.

The steam generated within the boiler es-
capes through the tube or conductor into the
space inclosed by the cover, and when it is
necessary to expose the jars for the purpose
of removing the same andintroducing others
the valve by which the discharge of steam
from the boiler is controlled should be turned
to close the perforations. :

TFrom the above description it will be seen
that the device embodying my invention is
simple in construction, and that it may be
prepared readily for use and is not liable to
injury by superheating the contents of the
boiler.

The water of condensation is received in the
depressed portion of the top of the boiler, from
which it may be removed in the interval be-
tween the removal and replacement of jars or
cans.
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Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of this
invention.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

In a steam-cooker, the combination with a
boiler, a steam tube or conductor communi-
cating with the boiler at the center of its top,
and a cover seated upon the boiler and in-
closing the steam tube or conductor, of a
valve for controlling the outlet of steam from
the boiler, the same comprising a cap fitted
rotatably upon the upper extremity of the
tube or conductor with ity lower edge in con-
tact with a collar or ring 8 on said tube, the
cap and tube being provided with perfora-

tions adapted to register, a clip 13 carried by
the cap and having a bend or loop engaging
said collar or ring, a segmental keeper 14 on
the tube or conductor, a tongue carried by
the cap formed by an extension of the clip
below the plane of the collar or ring and ar-
ranged to operate in said keeper to limit the
rotary movement of the cap, and a handle
whereby the cap may be turned, substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

GEO. A. GRIFFITIL. ,
Witnesses: - )
ROBT. BLACK,
R. C. Hogan,
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