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(57) Abstract: A seabed optical communication system (SYS1) comprises: a first multi-core fiber (3, MCF1) through
which an optical signal used for communication between a plurality of terminal station devices (1_1to 1_4) is transmitted;
and a first seabed instrument (2_1) and a second seabed instrument (2_2) that are each provided at a relay point of the
first multi-core fiber and are configured to be able to switch connections of a plurality of first cores constituting the first
multi-core fiber. At least one of the plurality of terminal station devices (1_1 to 1_4) includes: a monitoring circuit (101);
and a control circuit (102) that, when having determined that there is a malfunction in one of a plurality of first partial
cores constituting a first partial multi-core fiber provided between the first seabed instrument (2 1) and the second seabed
instrument (2_2) in the first multi-core fiber, switches the transmission path of the optical signal that had been transmitted
by the first partial core determined as having a malfunction, to another first partial core through which an optical signal
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