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To oll whom it may concern: ‘
" " Be it known that we, JosgpH W. SMITH
~ and STARLING A. CULBRETH, citizens of the
United States, residing at Gordon, in the
5 county-of Houston, State of Alabama, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Journal-Boxes; and we do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
10 will enable others skilled in the art to which
‘it appertains to make and use the same.
5'1%16 ‘present invention has reference to
improvements in journal boxes, and it aims
to provide an exceedingly simple device of
15 that nature, which is possessed of great dura-
bility and is so constructed as to be capable
of being readily taken apart and set up
'again, whereby any. part which has become
~ worn or otherwise damaged may be readily
20 re%ls%ced. . :
ith the above and other ends in view, the
invention consists in the construction, com-
bination, and arrangement of parts, all as
hereinafter more fully described, specifically
o5 claimed and illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which like parts are des-
ignated by corresponding reference numerals
in the several views. -
Of the said drawings—Figure 1 is a front
30 elevation of a journal box constructed in
_ accordance with the present invention.
Fig. 2 is a top ﬁ)lan view thereof. Figs. 3
and 4 are vertical sections taken respectively
on the lines 3—3 and 4—4 of Fig. 2. TFig. 5
35 is a side elevation of the invention. Fig. 6is
a detail perspective view of the upper bear-
ing member. . .
In its practical embodiment, the journal
_box comprises a supporting frame consisting
40 of a base 7, a pair of oppositely-disposed
standards 8, mounted thereon, and a cross-
piece 9 connecting the upper ends of said
standards. ‘The lower ends of the standards
are provided with feet 10, which fit in seats
45 11, formed upon. the upper face of the base,
which latter is. further provided towards
its opposite ends with a pair of elliptical
openings 12, formed vertically therethrough,
whereby a slight endwise adjustment of the
50 journal box is rendered possible. T
Between' the standards 8 an upper half-
bearing 13 and a lower half-bearing 14 are
disposed, each of said bearings having op-
positely-disposed alining recesses 15, formed
55 in its sides, into which recesses the standards
project, thus preventing any’ endwise move-

ment of said bearings. The upper bearing is

further provided with a bowed longitudinal
rib 16 formed upon its upper face and bi-
sected by.a transverse groove 17, which con-
nects the recesses 15 above referred to, the
intersection of the rib and groove forming a
seat 18, whose front and rear walls are op-
positely undercut, as shown, thus formin
upon said tib a pair of oppositely-dispose:

shoulders 19, which project towards each
other.

Disposed within the seat 18 is-a block 20,
whose front and rear walls are extended
slightly adjacent their lower edges, and are
oppositely beveled, as shown in Fig. 3, the
flanges formed by said construction fitting
in the under-cut walls of said seat.

The cross-piece 9, which connects the
upper ends of the standards, as above stated,
is provided with a threaded opening 21
formed vertically therethrough, through
which opening extends an adjusting screw
922, whose lower end is swiveled in the block
20, while its upper end carries a hand-wheel
23, held in place thereon by means of jam-
nuts 24, disposed adjacent its upper and lower
faces, the provision of the hand-wheel en-
abling the adjusting screw to be rotated in
one direction or the other, thus raising ‘or
lowering the upper bearing 13.

base and cross-piece connected thereto by
means of a pair of bolts 25, which ‘pass
through openings formed vertically through
said cross-piece, standards, and base, as
‘shown, the projecting upper end of said bolts
being provided with jam-nuts 26. ’

the vertical movement of the upper bearing
towards or from the lower bearing may be
perfectly regulated by means of the adjust-
ing screw, while the formation of ‘the ellip-
tical openings 12 in the base enables the en-
tire supporting frame to be adjusted endwise.
Tt is further to be noted that the several
parts which form the journal box are readily
separable from each other, and that the en-
tire device may, therefore, be dismantled
and a worn or otherwise damaged part read-
ily replaced by a new part. ,
In addition to the jam-nuts 24 above-

vided with an additional jam-nut 27 which
is adapted to be screwed against the adja-
cent face of the cross-piece 9 to retain the
upper. bearing 13 in adjusted position.
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Owing to the complete adjustment of the

bearing sections it is unnecessary to make .

use of liners, and the trouble and delay inci-
dental to the proper positioning of these de-
vices are thus obviated. '
What is claimed is—
1. In a journal box, the combination, with
a supporting frame, of an upper and a lower
bearing movable therein, said u per bearing
having a longitudinal rib forme«}) on its outer
face provided intermediate its ends with a
[E)a.ﬁng oppositely-under-cut walls, a ta-
pered block gtted in said seat, and a verti-
cally-movable adjusting screw carried by
said supporting frame, said screw having its
end swiveled in said block and pro-
vided at its upper end with means for eﬂlt)ect-
ing its rotation in one direction or the other,

to move the upper bearing towards or from

the lower bearmgir. ‘ .
2. In a journal box, the combination of a
base provided upon its upper face with a

‘pair of spaced seats; a pair of standards

mounted upon said base and provided with
feet fitting in said seats; a cross-piece con-
necting the upperends of said standards, said

- cross-piece having a threaded opening formed

vertically therethrough intermediate its ends;
én upper bearing and a lower bearing mov-
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able between said standards and provided
with oppositely-disposed alining - recesses

30

formed in their side faces into which the

standards extend, the upper bearing having
a bowed longitudinal rib and a transverse
seat formed on its outer face, said seat hav-
ing its walls oppositely undercut; a block
disposed within said last-mentioned seat and

rovided with oppositely beveled flanges
Formed on its front and rear faces and ex-
tending beneath the undercut walls of said

seat; and an adjusting screw movable ver-:

tically through the threaded opening in said
cross-piece, said screw having its lower end
swiveled in said block and provided at its
upper end with means for effecting its rota-

tion in one direction. or other, to move the

upper bearing towards or froin' the lower
bearing. . ' :
In testimony whereof, we affix our signa-
tures in presence of witnesses,
JOSEPH W. SMITII,
: STARLING A. CULBRETIL.
Witnesses as to J. W. Sinith:
- J. W..BrerT, .
G. V. McLenbon. -
Witnesses as to Culbreth: -
W. R. Horn, ' :
W. II. VANLANDINGHAM. -
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