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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM BROWN, of 

Duncannon, in the county of Perry and State 
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and 
Improved Street-Car Signal; and I do hereby 
declare that the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description of the same, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawing, making a 
part of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a front elevation, and Fig. 2 is 
an end elevation, the box end being removed. 
This invention has for its object to enable 

conductors to show inside street-cars a label 
bearing the name of the street the car is run 
ning on, and at every corner a label bearing 
the name of the street about to be crossed, 
for the purpose of saving the conductors the 
trouble of making, and the passengers the diffi 
culty often experienced of understanding, ver 
ball announcements. 
To this end the invention consists of a cylin 

der to be placed within the car, and provided 
with any suitable mechanism through which 
it may be rotated by the conductor on turning 
a crank outside the car, and bearing the re 
quired number of rectangular plates hinged at 
one side, lengthwise of the cylinder, which 
plates are inscribed on one side with the name 
of the street along which the car is proceed 
ing, each plate having on its other side the 
name of one of the intersecting streets, which 
the conductor exposes to view by turning the 
crank just before reaching the crossing. 
In the drawing, A is the cylinder, having 

at each end a projecting flange, C. l b, &c., 
are the rectangular plates, each provided with 
a Wire placed along one edge, whose ends pro 
ject into holes made in a circular series in each 
flange a. By this arrangement the plates are 
hinged to the cylinder, and they lie one upon 
another in an inclined position, as shown in 
Fig. 2, until, owing to the rotation of the 
cylinder, they turn downward on their trun 
nions by their own gravity at the front of the 
inclosing-box and hang reversed. Trevious to 

such revolution each plate shows the same in 
scription, as, for example, “Ninth and.” On 
its opposite side each plate bears the name of 
one of the intersecting streets, and it is the 
business of the conductor to cause the fall of 
each plate just before or immediately upon 
crossing the street whose name it exhibits. 
A bell may be connected with the mechanism, 
as shown in Fig. 2, in such a manner as to call 
attention to each fall of a plate. This mech 
anism, therefore, always indicates clearly to 
each passenger what street he is traversing 
and what one he is just crossing or has just 
crossed. Each plate as it falls hides the one 
on which it lies, so that there is never exposed 
to view the name of ore than one intersect 
ing street at once. 
The mechanism is operated by a circular 

rack, c, attached to One end of the cylinder A, 
and a screw, d, meshing with the rack on the 
shaft B, which projects outside the car, and is 
furnished with a crank, B, for the conductor 
to take hold of. 
The apparatus is inclosed in a box having 

an opening at one side, through which the 
plates may be read. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. A revolving cylinder having a number 
of plates hinged upon its exterior, said plates 
being so arranged as to turn over by their own 
Weight on passing a certain point when the 
cylinder is rotated, thus displaying in succes 
sion the names of streets, &c., inscribed upon 
them, substantially in the manner described. 

2. The combination of the cylinder A, hinged 
plates b, circular rack c, screw d, and shaft B, 
all constructed and operating substantially as 
set forth. 

WM. BROWN. 
Witnesses: 

CHAs. J. LEHMAN, 
E. C. TRWIN. 


