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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Janss EarLey and
Jonn Trnomas O’BrIeN, citizens of the United
States, residing at Oklahoma, in the county of

5 Oklahoma and Territory of Oklahoma, have
invented new and useful Improvementsin Gas-
kets, of which the following is a specification.

The present invention relates to improve-
ments in gaskets, and especially in gaskets to

10 be used in an air-hose such as is carried by the

cars and rolling-stock of ordinary railroads.

- This gasket is especially adapted for use in

the head of each of the portions of air-hose

that are carried by the separate cars in trains.

15 In connecting the air-hose between the cars

.1t is necessary that the coupling-head of each

section be provided with a gasket of such a

nature as to prevent the loss of air by its es-

cape between the two opposing heads form-

2o ing the coupling between the sections of air-

hose. It has been usual to employ resilient

gaskets within the head of each coupling

member, the same having a portion project-

ing slightly beyond the face of the head with-

25 in which it is carried, so that when the oppo-

site head is forced into position an air-tight

joint is formed. As is readily understood,

the wear and tear on these gaskets, which are

usually formed of rubber, is great and ne-

30 cessitates the frequent changing of these gas-

kets in order to insure the coupling being
made air-tight.

The purpose of this present invention is to
do away with the necessity of so frequently

35 changing these gaskets, which under the pres-
ent usage are discarded as soon as the pro-
Jecting portion becomes worn. The further
object of the invention is to reduce the num-
ber of such gaskets that must be carried by the

40 trainmen or upon the trains for the purpose
of renewal of the worn gasket.

To accomplish the purposes above set, forth,
the present invention contemplates the for-
mation of a gasket with a double face, where-

45 by when one of the faces becomes worn by
frictional contact due to the constant coupling
and uncoupling of the heads of the air-hose
sections the gasket may be reversed and the
unworn face presented, thus avoiding the ne-

t cessity of throw away the gasket and length- 5o
ening its period of utility.

The structure and application of this in-
vention will appear and be more specifically
pointed out in the following description, taken
in conjunction with the accompanying draw- 55
ings, which fully illustrate the device both as
to its use and structare. ]

In.the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
illustrates portions of two railway-cars carry-
ing an air-hose, showing the parts where it is 6o
intended to apply this present invention.
Fig. 2 is a detail view of one of the heads of
the air-hose wherein is disposed the improved
gasket. Fig. 3 is a view, partly in: section,
showing clearly the position of the gasket G5
within the head of the air-hose. Fig. 4 is a
perspective view illustrating the structure of
the gasket.

Referring more particularly to thed rawings,
the two sections of air-hose 1 1 are each pro- 7o
vided with the coupling-heads 2 2, which are
adapted to be brought together to form a con-
nected or single line of air-hose in the usual
manner. Each of these coupling-heads 2 is
provided with a circular chamber 8, within 7 5
the upper portion whereof there is formed
recess or groove 3'. It is understood that so
far this is the usual structure in the heads of
air-hose, and the chamber 3 is intended to
communicate with this section of hose and 8o
form, with the chamber 3 in the opposite coup-
ling-head, an open passage for air from one
section of hose to the other. Adapted to seat
in the chamber 8 of the coupling-head is
the gasket 4, which forms the subject of the 85
present invention. This gasket comprises
the body portion 4, at eachside of which are
formed the projecting flanges or faces 5 and
5. This gasket is formed of a resilient ma-
terial, preferably rubber, and the face 5, which 9o
projects from one side of the body or larger
portion of the gasket, is a duplicate of the
portion 5, which is formed upon the opposite
side. 1In use the body portion of the gasket
4 is forced into the chamber 3 and seats with- 95
in a groove or recess 3’ of the coupling-head,
one of the faces 5 5’ projecting above the face
of the coupling-head, while the other one of
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these faces lies within the chamber in engage-
ment with the walls thereof. In Fig. 3 the
position of the gasket within the head of the
air-hose is clearly shown. In this case one of
the faces, 5, is shown asthe exposed one, while
the opposite face, 5', is within the chamber.

It is to be understood that this gasket being
made of resilient material, such as rubber, the
sanie may be easily placed in position within
the coupling-head, the body portion giving
upon contact with the walls of the chamber
until opposite the recess 3', when the same will
immediately spring into place.

Itisclearly seen from the foregoing descrip-
tion that when 1tis found that the joint between
the coupling is leaky that it is only necessary
for the trainmen to take out this gasket and
reverse the same, thereby exposing the op-
posite face or flange above the coupling.
This results in remedying the defect in the
joint and at the same time does away with the
necessity of a new gasket.

The advantages of this improved gasket are
readily understood in view of the foregoing
description and explanation of its use in con-
nection with an air-hose, and it is to be noted
especially that by the improved structure set
forth the length of the period of utility of
caskets used in this connection is materially in-
creased by providing in place of the common
well-known gasket one which may be termed
“reversible” and by its reversibility at least
doubles its usefulness as compared with those
formerly employed. Furthermore, by using
a gasket of the present nature the supply of
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such articles which must be carried by the
trainmen or by the train is greatly reduced,
while the saving of material presents a marked
economic advantage:

Various changes may be introduced in the
formation of the gasket comprising the pres-
ent invention, such as changes of formation,
size, and material, to meet certain demands;
but we consider that these are entirely con-
templated by our invention and do not wish
to be limited to such details.

What we claim, and desire to protect by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, is—

In combination with the head of an air-hose
provided with an air-chamber, a flexible re-
versible gasket arranged to seat within said
chamber, said gasket comprising a body por-
tion to engage a recess in the walls of the
chamber, and double-flange portions project-
ing in opposite directions trom said body por-
tion, one of said iflange portions projecting
above the face of the head for use in forming
an air-tight joint, the other flange resting
wholly within the chamber, whereby the lat-
ter is protected against wear until desired for
use by reversal of the gasket.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

JAS. EARLEY.
JOHN THOMAS O’BRIEN.

‘Witnesses:
E. C. HOFFSINGER,
L. MEISBURGER.
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