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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-37,44

A method for producing nanotubes comprising forming two
molecular structure and joining them. A nanotube comprising
two cylindrical portions and a circuit comprising a pattern
of nanotubes comprising two portions exhibiting different
Tongitudinal orientation and conductance.

2. claims: 38-43

A method comprising imprinting a crystal lattice onto a
substrate, ep1tax1a11y forming a molecular Tayer on the
pattern and remov1ng the molecular layer from the pattern.

3. c1a1ms 45- 50

A -method of making a circuit comprising fofm1ng a pattern on
a substrate, producing a crystalline molecular layer on 1t
and forming a circuit from the molecular layer.
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Claims Nos.: 1-37 (partially)

In view of the wording of the claims presently on file, which render it
difficult, if not impossible, to determine the matter for which
protection is sought, the present application fails to comply with the
clarity requirements of Article 6 PCT (see also Rule 6.1(a) PCT) to such
an extent that a complete meaningful search is impossible. An inadequate
disclosure is exhibited by all independent method claims 1, 2,16,32 and
36 . Furthermore, the presence of so many independent claims in the same.
category gives raise also to a lack of conciseness.

Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the
application which do appear to be clear, namely to a method for making a
-nanotube comprising depositing two molecular layers on a substrate and
by annealing them (page 5, lines 24-30 and page 11, lines 18-26). The
starting molecular layers can optionally be branched and bring to -
branched nanotubes. o

The product disclosed in claim 27 was interpreted as a nanotube
exhibiting a junction between two cylindrical portions with different
molecular structure and electrical characteristics.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international- preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which Ted to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome. ‘ ,
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