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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Fraxk S. WisTERMAN,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Galion, in the county of Crawford and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Grave-V aults, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention comprehends certain new
and useful improvements in grave vaults
and relates particularly to metal vaults of
the open end type.

The primary object of my invention is to
provide a vault of this character with an im-
proved end closure which will embody an
1mproved construction and arrangement of
fastening devices that will make the vault
absolutely air and water-tight when cloged.

The invention has for a further object an
improved grave vault, the end closure or
door of which is provided with fastening
devices preferably permanently connected
thereto, whereby they cannot become lost,
said fastening devices being threaded and
designed to engage with the walls of thread-
ed openings in an angular flange secured
within the open end of the vault, the parts
being so constructed and arranged that all
liability of stripping the threads will be
precluded and the fastening or locking op-
eration being greatly facilitated. And the
invention also aims to generally improve de-
vices of this character so as to render them
more useful and commercially desirable.

With these and other objects in view, as
will more fully appear as the description
proceeds, the invention consists in certain
constructions, arrangements and combina-
tions of the parts that I shall hereinafter
fully describe and claim.

For a full understanding of the invention,
reference is to be had to the following de-
scription and accompanying drawing, in
which— _

Figure 1is an end view of a vault embody-
ing the improvements of my invention. Fig.
2 1s a fragmentary horizontal sectional view
through the end of the vault with the end
closure or door in closed position and with
one of the fastening devices shown at the
outer limit of its movement ready to be
screwed into its opening, and, Fig. 3 is a
view similar to Fig. 2 but with the door or
closure partly open.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and desig-

nated in the accompanying drawing by like
reference characters.

Referring to the drawing, the numeral 1
designates the body portion of an open end
metal grave vault and 2 the door or closure
thereof.

As clearly illustrated in Figs. 2 and 8, a
frame 3 is set into the open end of the body
portion 1, being secured in any desired way
as by rivets 4, said frame being formed with
an inwardly projecting flange 5 which ex-
tends around or defines the entire opening
for the reception of the casket, said flange
being formed with any desired number of
threaded openings 6 on its upper, lower and
side portions.

The door or closure 2 may be either
hinged at any desired point to the open end
of the body portion 1, or entirely separable
therefrom, as desired. In the present in-
stance, it is shown as hinged to one side, as
indicated at 7, so as to swing outwardly and
is provided with a handle 8 of any desired
formation. The door 2 is formed with aper-
tures 9 extending therethrough in substan-
tial registry or alinement with the opening
6 in the flange 5 of the frame 3, and in these
openings or apertures 9, thimbles 10 are re-
ceived. These thimbles are formed with
neck portions 11 which extend into the aper-

tures 9, the thimbles being secured in said -

apertures in any preferred manner. The
thimbles are formed with openings 12 which
terminate at their inner ends in sockets 13,
the openings 12 being designed to receive the
shanks or stems 14 of fastening devices 15,
and the sockets 13 being adapted to accom-
modate the enlarged screw threaded inner
ends 16 of said fastening devices, whereby
said fastening devices may have a longitu-
dinal and rotary movement in the openings
12. Ttis to be particularly observed that the
socket 13 is of a depth greater than the lon-
gitudinal diameter of the enlargement 16
whereby the same will be entirely housed
within the socket 18 when the shank or stem
14 is adjusted to its limit of outward move-
ment, whereby it will be apparent that the
door 2 may be brought into proper engage-
ment with the flange 5 without any obstruec-
tion being offered thereto by the enlarge-
ment 16.  The longitudinal movement is
limited in ome direction by the shoulder
which is formed by the enlarged threaded
inner end of the fastening device and the
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inward movement is limited by the shoulder
which is formed by the handle or finger
gripping portion of the fastening device at
the outer end of the stem 14. It-1s-to be un-
derstood that the outer ends of the fastening
devices may be of any desired fonn‘mon,
whereby they may be turned by hand or by
the application of a wrench or other tool, if
desired but provided in any case with the
annular shoulder 15’, for the purpose fo be
hereinafter referred {o. Prefers ibly, the in-
ner extremities of the fastening devices are
provided with -the pointed or cone-shaped
projections 17, such cone-shaped extremities
tending to serve as a ouldlng means for
properly positioning the cover 2 relatively
to the flange 5 especially in such cases
wherein the use of the hinge 7 is eliminated
ar-should there be a certain degree of loose-
ness between the parts comprising the hinge.
Tt is also to be obser Ved that the distance be-
“tween the adjacent faces of the enlargement
16 and the shoulder 15" afforded by the fas-
tening means 15 is such as'to prevent the en-
largem nt 16 from being passed entirely
through the opening 6 such movement being
limited by contact of the shoulder 15* with
the adjacent face of the thimble 10. The
threaded inner ends 16 of the fastening de-
vices 15 are, as is manifest, intended to screw
into the openings 6. Pr efer wbly, a gaslxet 18
of any desired substance or mater ialis inter-
posed between the outer face of the flange 5
and the inner face of the door or closure 2,
and, if desir ed, gaskets 19 may surround the
stems 14 of the fastening devices on the
outer faces of the thimbles 10.

From the foregoing description in.connec-
tion with the accompanying drawing, the
operation of my improved qutenmcr devices
will be apparent. In the plactlcal use of a
vault constructed in accordance with my in-
vention, after the door has been closed, the
fastening devices 15 are moved inwar le by
hand and turned so that their threaded in-
ner ends 16 will screw into the threaded
opening 6 of the flange 5, whereby the door
will be secmely held n closea ]_'JOblthIl and
the end of the vault will be sealed, both air
and water-tight, which is an essential or ad-
vantage in a device of this character. It
will thus be seen that I have provided a very
practical, durable, strong and eflicient con-
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structure of open end grave Vault and clo-
sure and fastening devices therefor, which
will be easy to manufacture, not liable to get
out of order and possess to a marked degree,
the desirable characteristic of rendering

easy and quick the operation of securing the
door closed in an air and water-tight condi-
tion.

While the accompanying drawing illus-
trates what I believe to be the prefer red em-
bodiment of my invention, it is to be under-
stood that the mvention is-not limited there-
to, as various changes may be made in the
construction, arr qndement and propor tions

of the palts without departing from the.

scope of the invention, as defined in the ap-
pended claim.

What I claim is+—

The combination with an. .open end grave
vault provided in its open end with a mar-
ginal flange, said flange being formed Wlth
g, plurality of screw- -threaded ( openin gs, of a
closure adapted to fit within the end of the
vault against said flange and formed with
openings registering with the openings in
the flange, thimbles rigidly secured in the
openings of the closure and each formed

~with a socket and with an opening extend-

ing therethrough concentrically of the
socket and of smaller diameter than the
same, and bolts mounted in said thimbles,
each of said bolts being provided with a
smooth shank movable lengitudinaliy and
rotatably in the opening in the thimble with
a gul) portion at one end of said shank and
at the other end of the shank with a thread-
ed head adapted te fit in said socket and en-
gageable in one of the serew-threaded open-
ings of the flange upen the bodily mevement
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of the bolt forwar dly anda suosequent rota-

‘tion thereof, the extremity of the head being

conical and pmtmdmg from the inner face
of the closure in the retracted position of the
head in the socket, whereby when the clo-
sure is applied to the end of the vault, said

xtremities will assist in properly ouldmo
the bolts initially to place.

In testlmony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

FRANK 8. WESTERMAN,
\/V’l»bnesses
" Dumax C. Tazsorr,
JorN G. WISTERMAN.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents esch, by addressing dhe ¢ Gomlmssmner of Patents,
Washington, D, ¢
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