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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM JOHN SLEEP, OF BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF
A\TD OLIVER PERRY BLAND OF SAME PLACE.

FENCE-POST.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 557,443, dated March 31, 1896,

Application filed June 10, 1895,

To all whom it may concerr:

‘Beitknown that I, WILLTAM JOHN SLEEP,
of Birmingham, in the county of Jefferson and
State of Alabama, have invented a new and
Improved Fence- Post of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to an improvement in
posts, and especially to an improvement in
fence-posts, and it has for its object to pro-
vide a post especully adapted for carrying
the runners of wire fences; but it may like-
wise be employed for other’ purposes—as, for
example, for the uprights of an arbor, a sum-
mer-house, or an equivalent structure.

A further object of the invention is fo con-
struet such posts in a durable, economic, and
simple manner and to p10v1de for the quick
adjustment of the wire strands or runners to
the post and likewise provide for a convenient
and speedy means of securing the runners in
adjusted position.

Another object of the 1nventlon is to con-
struct the posts in such manner that they will
be provided with means for draining off any
water that may accumulate therein, since the
post is to be made hollow in the mtelest of
lightness.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in Wthh similar characters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1is a front view of the improved
poet Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof. Fig.
3 is a side elevation of a corner-post. Fig. Vi
is a view of the corner -post, taken at the 51de
opposite that shown in Fig. 3. Tig. 5is a side
elevation of a sllohtly-modlﬁed f01m of the
post. Tig. 6 is a rear view of the said modi-
fied form of the post. Fig. 7 is a transverse
section taken substantlally on the line 7 7 of
Fig. 2, and Fig. 8 is a like section taken praec-
tlcally on the line 8 8 of Hig. 5.

In carrying out the invention the post A
(shown in Figs. 1, 2, 8, and 4) is of substan-~
tially box- llke constl uction and is usually
and preferably made of metal, although other
suitable material maybe employed The post
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may be polygonal or of any desired shape in
cross-secbion—as, forexample, it may bemade
from tubing or piping. Ordinarily, however,
when employed for ornamental purposes the 55
post is rectangular in cross-section and is
provided with any desired number of longi-
tudinal openings 10 to reduce its weight as
much as possible without detracting from its
strength, and in that portion of the post which 6o
is to enter the ground the slots 10 are prefer-
ably omitted.

A binding strip or bar 11 is placed parallel
with one faee of the post, the outer or front
face ordinarily, and this binding strip or bar 63
has a number of transverse channels or
grooves 12 produced in its inner face, or in
that surface which is directly opposed to the
post. These grooves or channels may be of
any desired cross-sectional shape and may be 70
located at any desired intervals apart; but
ordinarily they are placed sufficiently close
together to admit of a quite close adjustment
of thestrandsor runners of the wire of a fence,
as well as a wide spacing thereof. The bind: 75
ing stripor bar 11 is held in place and is made
to bezu more or less firmly against the post
through the medium of bolts 13, which are
passed ordinarily through openings at the top
and bottom of the binding strip or bar and 8o
through corresponding openings made hori-
zontally in the post A. The heads of the
bolts are preferably made to engage with the
binding strip or bar, and the opposite or
threaded ends of the bolts are provided with 85
lock-nuts 14 of any approved character,thumb
or wing nuts being those which are to be pre-
ferred in order that the nuts may be manipu-
lated by the hand of the operator without the
assistance orneed of wrenches orsimilartools. go

The cap 15 of the post is preferably made
removable therefrom, and the posts may be
and sometimes are provided with longitudinal
slots 16 in their upper edges. These slots are
particularly produced in posts that are to be g5
employed for the framework of an arbor or
for the framing of a summer-house or similar
structure, since the cross-bars or spanning-
beams will be received in the slots 16 of the
posts and secured therein by means of bolts, 100
screws or equivalent fastening devices.

In T I‘Ws 3 and 4 the post AT shown is sub-
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stantially identical with that shown in Figs.
1 and 2; but it is particularly used as a cor-

ner-post, the post shown in Fig. 1 being an-

intermediate post. The difference in the con-
struction of the postsis that in the outerside
faces of the corner-posts the binding bar or
strip 11 may be omitted, and instead of them
a seriesof vertically-arranged pins 17 are em-
ployed, around which the wire may be coiled
in turning a corner, or, as shown in Fig. 3,
both the projections 17 and the binding-strip
11 may be used in the same post. The cor-
ner-posts are provided also with undercut
downwardly-inclined brackets 18, secured to

sundry of their side pieces, being adapted to.

receive and hold the upper ends of braces,
the lower ends whereof are entered in the
ground.

The box-like posts just described are each
provided with one or more drainage openings
19 at or near the ground-line to permit any
water that may accumulate in the posts to
readily pass out therefrom, thus obviating
the possibility of the posts being damaged by
water freezing therein.

In Figs. 5 and 6 the post A? is that which is
particularly adapted for use in fencing farm-
lands and the like and is simpler and more
economic than that shown in Figs. 1 and 8.
Under this modified form of post it is sub-
stantially T-shaped in cross-section, present-
ing a face member 20 and a flange member
21, extending the length of the face member
and about centrally thereof. The binding-
strip 11 is similar to that heretofore described
and engages with the face member of the post,
and the bolts 13 are passed through enlarge-
ments 22 made in the flanged member of the
post A% as is shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the
enlargements being made in the nature of
sleeves to render the post sufficiently strong
where the bolts pass through to permit the
holts to be secured to place or screwed up
very tight, and in order that a base-board
may be used in connection with a wire fence
the post just above the ground-line may have
a number of openings 24 made therein, as
illustrated in Fig. 6, and these openings are
to be plugged with wood in order to receive

the nails or screws passed through the base-
board for the purpose of attaching the same
to the post or posts.

The wires or runners of the fence are passed
between the posts and the binding strips or
bars 11, and these bars or plates are loosened
sufficiently to allow the wires to be carried
to any of the channels or groovesin the plates
that may be determined upon, and after the
wires or runmners are in their proper positions
the binding-plates are made to firmly clamp
the posts by screwing up the bolts 13 tightly
through the medium of the lock-nuts 14. I
do not confine myself to material, size, or to
the cross-sectional contour of the post.

Ilaving thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. In a fence-post, a binding-strip adapted
for contact with the said post and having
transverse grooves or channels formed on its
contact-face, and means for securing the bind-
ing-strips to the post, as and for the purpose
specified. ‘

2. The combination with a fence-post, of a
binding-strip having one of its faces provided
with transverse grooves or channels, the said
face being adapted for contact with one of
the faces of the said post, bolts passing through
the binding-strip and post, and lock-nuts car-
ried by the bolts for holding the strip in con-
tact with the post, as and for the purpose
specified.

3. A fence-post of box-like construction
provided with longitudinal slots or openings,
and having one or more drainage-openings
located at or near the ground-line and com-
municating with the interior of the post, the
said post being provided with undercut down-
wardly-inclined brackets to receive the up-
per ends of braces, and a binding-strip held
in engagement with one of the faces of said
post and provided with transverse grooves on
its contact-face for securing wires to said post,
as and for the purpose set forth.

WILLIAM JOIIN SLEEP.

VWitnesses:

T. A. BELL,
J. A. MONTGOMERY.
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