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To ai whom it may concern: 
IBe it known that I, ANNA. T. FITZGERALD, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Worcester, in the county of Worcester and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new 
and useful Folding, Hat-Box, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to a folding box or 

receptacle capable of being used in many 
ways, but particularly adapted for use as a 
hat hoX. 
The principal objects of the invention arc 

to provide an article of this character con 
posed of a single piece of material formed 
in such a way that it can be rolled up into 
very small coupass for transportation whe 
not in use, and capable also of having its 
parts assembled or set up in such a way that 
it will form a practicable washable, dust 
proof box or receptacle provided with light 
and cfficient strengthening walls so that it 
will be capable of protecting its contents. 
For this purpose the several parts compris 
ing the bottom, sides, ends and top, as well 
as the flaps or the like for connecting then 
are formed of a single piece of flexible ma 
terial, preferably fabric, and they are pro 
vided with strengthening ribs, preferably 
whalebone, all arranged parallel with each 
other, those of the parts which are co 
nected at their ends being separated at the 
points of connection thereof, so that they 
can be folded over 9n each other and the 
whole thing rolled p. It can be made of 
waterproof material if desired. The device 
preferably has additional strengthening ribs 
at the corners also and other features as will 
appear hereinafter. 

Reference is to be had to the accolapay 
ing drawings, in whicl 

Figure i is a perspective view of a pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention slown 
set, up and ready for use with the cover 
inclined back from the top of the box. Fig. 
2 is a plan of the entire article spread (lit. 
fiat and showing the inside surface there f; 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the device 
when i lded up and then rolled to form a 
ackage for transportation, and Fig. 4 is a 
el's pective view of a strengthening device. 
is tie for illustrated the invention is 

show its comprising a single sheet of flexi 
lie textile material formed in such a way 
is . ) is vide a number of parts which when 
s! . . . as show in Fig. I will constitute a 

hat box. The parts are named herein with 
regard to the position which they occupy in 
the completed box. Near the celier of the 
piece of fabric is a helier () constitating 
the bottom of the box. 
member are side pieces 11 and each one is 
provided with end laps an erect 12, 13, 
1-4 and 15 respectively. At each 'd of the 
botton are eit pieces (; act li respectively. 

At each side of his 60 

The sides are integrally contected with the 65 
ibottom throughout their eigth, but the 
flaps on the sides are entirely separated 
from the end pieces. At the end of the re; r 
cid piece 17 is a top nienber 18 provided 
with side flaps 1) and a cind flap 20. The 
side flaps also live tabs 21 entirely sepa 
rated from the eii flap 20. These several 
members preferally are suitably bound 
around the edges. 
The parts above described, or most of 

thena, are provided with strengthening ris 
23 in the for of lic ('es of whale bone in 
serted between the exterior fabric and the 
lining. These uiay lie fastelled by sewing 
along their sides or in any other desired 
way. The whale-lines of all the parts in 
which they are located are arranged paral 
lel with each (tie and transverse to the 
longest dimension of the article. Obviously 
the whale-lone's in the fias 12, 13, 14 and 
it will lie () tirely separated from those in 
the end pieces (5 at d 1 c cause there is no 
connection betweet the alog their adja 
cent edges. The wil: e-bones in the two side 
pieces 11 aire also entirely separated from 
tic whale-rotes it the lot on piece 10 along 
the ille at Wiich these et pers are co 
nected with each other. IFor this reason it 
Will be seen lit each of the side pieces with 
its two flips can it folded over of the litt 
to so that tie device will occupy only a 
third of the width indicated in Fig.2. Then 
oil accout it of the strengthenigr ribs a be 
ing arrange it the sale directio the 
whole article call lot; rolled up as indicated 
in Fig. 3. he as {:} at 20 are not 
shown as being provided with strengthening 
ribs, but they call lie earloyed here also if 
desired provided they are citirely separated 
from the whale-oines in the top member 18. 
It will be seen that he bottom has two of 
its w}ale boiles at its edges and that the 
ends have their at the top to form rigid 
edges for the lox. At the two sides of the 
said pieces 11 are arranged strengthening 
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corner struts 24 preferably formed of round 
pieces of ratan, but other strengthening 
pieces can be substituted for then. 
By reference now to Figs. 1 and 2 it will 

be seen that this article can be set up in 
a very simple way to form a rectangular 
box. For this purpose the two flaps 12 and 
15 are brought up into contact and tempo 

; rary fasteners 25 th "eon are secured to 
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gether so as to hold tihem in vertical posi 
tion. In the same way, the two ?laps 13 
and 14 are connected by fasteners 26. These 
parts however do not constitute in then 
selves the ends of the box but the end flaps 
are depénded upon for that purpose and for 
the purpose of covering the exposed edges 
of the flaps which have just been described 
as being connected. For this purpose the 
end piece 16 is brought into vertical posi 
tion and secured to the two side flaps 12 
and 15 by temporary fasteners 26 with 
which it is provided. In the same way the 
rear end piece 17 is brought up to vertical 
position and connected to the two rear flaps 
by fastening devices 26. This forms the 
entire box with the exception of the cover 
which is located at the top of the rear wall. 
The side flaps of the cover can now be 
spread out and their tabs secured to the 
end flap by temporary fasteners 27 so that 
these three walls will be made vertical. 
Then when the cover is brought down over 
the box proper it can be secured by a tem 
porary fastener 28 or the like. It will be 
seen also that the rear wall is provided with 
a temporary fastener 29 on the back by 
which the device is secured together when 
rolled up as shown in Fig. 3. A handle 
strap 30 is sewed on the cover 18 by which 
the device can be carried around. When the 
box is assembled in this way it will be seen 
that the four corner struts constitute posts 
to hold the parts up in vertical position and 
that the several whale bones or other 
strengthening devices on the side pieces and 
the flaps of the side pieces are all vertical. 
On the contrary the strengthening ribs or 
whale bones on the end pieces are brought 
into horizontal position by this assemblage 
of the parts so that they act just oppositely 
to the whale lone on the flaps. This con 
stitutes a very strong and substantiai ar 
rangement for keeping the box in proper po 
sition to resist pressure from without, par 
ticularly on account of the way in which the 
two thicknesses of the ends are secured to 
gether car their corners. In order to in 
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purposes. The four pieces are hinged to 
gether by a strip of cloth 32 pasted to them. . 
It is placed in the box horizon 
half way to the bottom. . 
The many uses to which the device can 

be put need not be recited in detail. It is 
designed Yarticularly as a hat box for ladies. 
who do considerable traveling, and it will 
be clear that it can be used for that pur 
pose very efficiently and that when not in 
use it will occupy very little space. It can 
be used for any other purpose also in which 
it is desired to have a large bulky receptacle 
while in use and yet have it in convenient 
form to carry from place to place. 
Although I have illustrated and described 

a preferred embodiment of the invention, I 
an aware that many modifications can be 
made therein by any person skilled in the 
art without departing from the scope of the 
invention as expressed in the claims. There 
fore I do not wish to be limited to all the 
details of construction herein shown and de 
scribed, or to the particular material speci 
fied but Y 

What I do claim is:- 
1. As an article of manufacture, a box 

consisting of a single piece of flexible ma 
terial having portions which when assem 
bled in certain relation to each other con 
stitute the sides, ends, botton and top of 
the box, and which can be spread out into 
a flat form, said sides, ends and bottom hav 
ing strengthening ribs therein, all of said 
strengthening ribs terminating at the joints 
between said sides, ends, and bottom and 
being parallel with each other when spread 
out flat, whereby it can be folded and rolled 
up into small compass. 
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2. As an article of manufacture, a box. 105 
or receptacle consisting of a sheet of flexible 
material having members integrally con 
nected together and constituting the bot 
tom, sides, and ends of the box, the sides 
being provided with flaps at their edges, 
those of one side being adapted to be re 
movably secured to those of the other side 
in order to hold the sides in upright posi 
tion, the ends being adapted to fold outside 
said flaps and to be temporarily secured to 
the flaps when in upright position, the sides 
having strengthening ribs where the flaps 
are connected to them. 

3. As an article of manufacture, a box 
or receptacle consisting of a sheet of flexible 
material having members connected to 
gether and constituting the botton, sides, 

crease this power, however, a strengthening and ends of the box, the sides being pro 
device can be introduced inside the box in 
the for of pieces of wood 31 arranged in 
four-sided shape and just, large enough to 
le inscried in the box is way between the 
to and bottom after it is Sct i. 
adds greatly to the strength of the device 
and makes it rigid enougi for all practical 

This 

vided with flaps at their edges, those of one 
side being adapted to be removably secured 
to lose of the otheir side in order to hold 
tle sides in right position, the cinds being 
adapted to fold outside said fians and to be 
secured to the flaps wet ji upright, posi 
tion, the sides and flaps being provide 
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with strengthening ribs all in vertical posi 
tion when the parts are assembled in the 
form of a box, and the ends being provided 
with strengthening ribs in horizontal posi 
tion when so assembled, and a top piece in 
tegrally connected with one of said ends and 
provided with strengthening ribs arranged 
across the same from side to side, whereby 
when the parts are spread out flat all of said 
rib, will lie parallel with each other, said 
top being provided with downwardly ex 
tending sides and front end adapted to be 
spread out flat, and having means for secur 
ing their edges together in position perpen 
dicular to the top, whereby they constitute 
walls for covering the top edges of the sides 
and end. 

4. As an article of manufacture, a box or 
receptacle consisting of a sheet of flexible 
material having members connected to 
gether and constituting the bottom sides, 
and ends of the box, the sides being pro 
vided with flaps at their edges, those of one 
side being adapted to be removably secured 
to those of the other side in order to hold 
the sides in upright position, the ends being 
adapted to fold outside said flaps and to be 
secured to the flaps when in upright posi 
tion, the sides and flaps heing provided with 
streigthening ribs at their meeting edges all 
in vertical position when the parts are as 
sembled in the form of a box, and the ends 
being provided with strengthening ribs in 
horizontal position when so assembled and 
independent of the first named strengthen 
ing ribs; and a top piece integrally con 
nected with one of said ends and provided 
with independent strengthening ribs ar 
ranged across the same from side to side, 
whereby when the parts are spread out flat 
ali of said ribs will lie parallel with each 
other. 

5. As an article of manufacture, a box or 
receptacle formed of a single sheet of ma 
terial having arranged in a central line an 
end piece, a botton, an end piece, and a 
top in the order specified, said bottom being 
provided at its side edges with a pair of in 
tegrally connected pieces constituting the 
sides of the lox, said sides having flaps at 
their opposite ends, said flaps being free from 
the eid pieces, and having temporary fas 
tening incans for connecting cach flap to the 
oppositely located flap and to the end picce 
on the corresponding edge of the bottom 
when said flaps and end piece are brought 
to a position perpendicular to the hottom, 
said bottoli aid side picce being provided 
with strengthening ribs arranged end to 
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end therealong, but disconnected from each 
other at the points at which the bottom and 
sides are connected, whereby the sides can 
be folded flat on the bottom and the whole 
structure rolled up into small compass. 

6. As an article of manufacture, a box or 
receptacle formed of a single piece of ma 
terial having two end pieces, a bottom, and 
a pair of side pieces, said side pieces having 
flaps at their opposite ends, said bottom and 
side pieces being provided with strengthen 
ing ribs arranged end to end therealong, but 
disconnected from each other at the points 
with which the hottom and sics are con 
nected, and the end pieces and flaps also be 
ing provided with strengthening ribs paral 
lel with the strengthening ribs of the bot 
tom and sides but entirely separated the re 
from, whereby the sides can be folded flat 
on the bottom and tie whole structure rolled 
up into simall compass. 

7. As an article of manufacture, a box or 
receptacle consisting of a sheet of flexile 
material having members connected to 
getter and constituting the botton, , ()'s, 
and ends of the box, the sides being pro 
vided with flaps at their edges, those of 
one side being adapted to be removabiy Se 
cured to those of tile other side in order to 
hold the sides in upright position, the ends 
being adapted to fold cutside said flaps and 
to be secured to the flaps when in upright 
position, the sides and fiaps being provided 
with strengthening ribs all in vertical posi 
tion when the parts are :ssembled in the 
form of a box, and the ends being provided 
with strengthening ribs in horizontal posi 
tion, when so assembled, and a top piece in 
tegrally connected with one of said ends and 
provided with strengthenii is rits arranged 
across the same from side to side, whereby 
when the parts are spread out fat all of said 
ribs will lie parallel with each other, said 
top leing provided with downwardly ex 
tending sides and front cind adapted to be 
spread out fat and having means for Secur 
ing their edges together in position per 
pendicular to the top, wherely they consti 
tute walls for covering the top edges of the 
sides and end, said sides having vertical 
corner struts at their front and rear edges. 

In testimony whereof I have hercuno set 
ny hand, in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

ANNA. T. FITZGERALD. 
Witnesses: 

ALEirr E. FAY, 
C. For FST WESSON 
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