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is apparent that when the Several parts of my 
improved wick-raising device have assumed 
tlhe position shown in full lines in Fig. 1 the 
teeth iº of the clutches i will be forced into 
contact with the wick dl, since the fingers ke, 
engaging with the flangesl, lock the clutches i 
rigidly in their bearings, holding said clutches 
against the outer faces of the arms h, and pre 
venting any movement to or from said arms. 

If it is desired to raise the wick, it is sim 
ply necessary to turn the knob e' of the wick 
raising rod e, when the bifurcated rod f will 
.be elevated, and with it the wick dl, traveling 
up over the tube. If it is desired to remove 
the wick, the wick-raising rod e is turned and 
the bifurcatedrod fraised until the U-shaped 
arm j comes in contact with the top of the 
fount, when by a still further upward move 
ment of the bifurcated rod if sufficient press 
ure is exerted upon the said arm j to over 
come the resistance of the spring fim, and to. 
force down the said arm j. This depression 
of the armij will throw up the fingers k and 
free them from engagement with the flanges, 
l, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1. As soon 
as the fingers k have been raised beyond the 
vertical portions i' of the clutches i said, 
clutches will be free to swing readily in their 
bearings. The wick d can then be readily 
withdrawn from the tube, as the steeth iº of 
the clutches i are no longer forced and held in 
contact with Said wick-body, and said clutches 
are free to swing in their bearings and their 
teeth offer no resistance to the witli drawal of 
Said wick. 
When the wick has been removed and a 

new one adjusted, and when said wick has 
been applied to the tube and has reached a 
distance below the teeth iº of the clutches i, 
the wick-raising rod is again turned and the 
bifurcated rod lowered, which operation will 
allow the springs m. to force up the armij, and 
consequently cause the fingers lc to again en 
gage with the flangesl, and so lock the clutches 
rigidly in their bearings, forcing the teeth ilº 
of said clutches into the body of the wick, 
when the wick may be further lowered within 
the fount. 

In the modified form of releasing device 
(shown in Fig. 3) I am enabled to dispense 
with the spring mm. In this case a releasing 
arm o is rigidly secured to the inner face of 
the top of the fount depending therefrom. This 
releasing-arm O is formed with the shoulder p, 
and the tripping-lugg. To release the clutches. 
the wick-raiser is raised in the man mer de 
scribed until the armij comes in contact with 
the shoulder p, which upon a further pressure 
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upon said armij will force said arm down and 
so release the fingers k. The arm i by this 
operation is brought to substantially a hori 
zontal position, and upon its descent it will 
engage with the tripping-lug q, which will 
force up said armij and cause the fingers k to 
again engage with the fianges l. 
said arm j has reached its maximum height, 
it will free itself from the hooked portion ir 
when any obstruction to the descent of the 
wick-raiser is removed. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is— 
1. In a wick-raising device, the combina 

tion, with the wick-raising rod, of a bifurcated 
rod secured thereto, clutches journaled in Said 
bifurcated rod, and mechanism supported om 
said rod for locking said clutches to hold them 
rigidly in contact with the wick and for au 
tomatically releasing said clutches, substan 
tially as and for the purposes set forth. 

2. In a wick-raising device, the combina 
tiom, with the wick-raising rod, of a bifurcated 
rod secured thereto, clutches journaledin said 
bifurcated rod, and U-shaped arm pivoted to 
the arms of said bifurcated rod, said U-shaped 
arm having fingers thereon engaging With 
said clutches and locking said clutches to hold 
their teeth rigidly in contact with the wick, 
substantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

3. In a wick-raising device, the combina 
tion, with the wick-raising rod, of a bifurcated 
rod secured thereto, clutches journaled there 
in, a U-shaped arm pivoted to the arms of 
said bifurcated rod, said arm having fingers 
therein engaging with said clutches to lock 
said clutches rigidly in their bearings, and a 
spring for holding said fingers firmly in en 
gagement with said clutches, substantially as 
and for the purposes set forth. 

4. In a wick-raising device, the º combina 
tion, with the wick-raising rod, of a bifurcated 
rod secured thereto, clutches journaled there 
in having in wardly - projecting teeth, a U - 
$haped arm pivoted to the arms of Said bifur 
cated rod, said arms having fingers thereon 
engaging with flanges formed on the ends of 
said arms of said bifurcated rod, and a spring 
for holding said fingers in engagement with 
said flanges, substantially as and for the pur 
poses set forth. |- 

In testimony whereof I, the said WILLIAM 
M. HOERILE, have hereunto set my hand. 

WILLIAM M. HOERILE. 
Witnesses: 

J. N. COOKIE, 
ROBT. D. TOTTEN. 
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