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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
ROBERT B, SANSON, OF LONDON, ENGLAND. 

IMPROVEMENT IN APPARATUS FoR Ron ING AND PRESSING GARMENTS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 42,516, dated September 2, 1873; application filed 
July 14, 1873. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ROBERT BELL SAN 

SON, of London, Great Britain, have invented 
certain Improvements in Improved Appara 
tus for Pressing, Smoothing, and Finishing 
Garments or Parts of Garments, of which the following is a specification: 
The first part of my invention relates to an 

improved arrangement in the swivel-frame 
carrying the iron, and which I have mounted 
with two anti-friction rollers, the front end of 
the swivel-frame having a crane-like projec 
tion for the purpose of reducing the strain or 
bending action on the guide-rod of the smooth 
ing-iron, and at the same giving more room 
for the garment, the back end of the swivel 
frame being provided with an adjusting screw 
or center, which abuts upon a quadrant on 
the stretcher-frame when the pressure is given 
upon the pressing-board. Again, between the 
two uprights of the swivel-frame is cast or 
fixed a rod or strut to prevent the springing 
Or breaking of the swivel-frame when great 
pressure is given. A stretcher-frame connect 
ing the two standards has a pin fitted to it 
for the swivel-frame. Being between the points 
of support of the board a greater range of 
movement is given to the iron than by the 
old plan of having the pin fixed on the stand 
ard direct at the side on the plane of the lift 
ing-levers. Each standard contains levers 
and links for raising the pressing-board. 
The second part of my invention relates to 

a novel arrangement of parts, whereby the 
pressing-board employed for the purpose of 
pressing, Smoothing, and finishing garments 
or parts of garments is made to lift parallel 
in its vertical movement when acted upon by 
a treadle and a combination of links and le 
Vers, so that the smoothing-iron employed is 
brought to bear equally upon the whole sur 
face, and which I accomplish by providing a 
double set of levers and links connected with 
one treadle, so that both ends of the board 
are acted upon simultaneously and rise to 
gether. 
The third part of my invention relates to 

animprovementin the smoothing-iron, which is 
heated by small jets of gas burning upward 
in the interior, and is provided with a venti 
lator, arranged in a novel manner hereinafter 
described; and 

The fourth part of my invention relates to 
the general construction and arrangement of 
my improved pressing and finishing apparatus. 
In the drawing, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of a machine embodying my improve 
ments. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same. 
Fig. 3 is a plan, showing the top of the ma 
Chine. 
A is the pressing-board, which is raised par 

allel and vertically by means of the levers b 
b c 0 and treadled. The swivel-frame works 
On an axis carrying the guide-rod f and iron 
G. The end of the swivel-frame is provided 
With an arm, h, and regulating-screw i, which 
bears on a quadrant, k, on the stretcher-frame 
when any pressure is given on the treadle. 
Between the uprights of swivel-frame is the 
Strut it to prevent any springing or breaking 
when great pressure is given. The front end 
of swivel-frame has a crane-like projection, In, 
to prevent any bending of the guide-rod and 
to give more room to the garment. The iron 
G has a ventilator, n, with horizontal aper 
tures for the purpose of carrying off the vi 
tiated air instead of the ordinary vertical 
chimney, as hitherto used. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire to 

Secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. In combination with the swivel-frame e 

and reciprocating barf carrying the smooth 
ing-iron, the anti-friction rollers W, as and for 
the purpose described. . 

2. The employment, in connection with the 
presser-board and treadle, of the two sets 
or series of operating levers and links, ar 
ranged as described, for the purpose of secur 
ing parallelism of said presser-board in its 
vertical movement, as set forth. 

3. In combination with the iron G, the ven 
tilator n, when arranged in the manner and 
for the purpose substantially as described. 

4. The ironing and pressing apparatus, con 
sisting of the several parts described in the . 
foregoing claims, when constructed and ar 
ranged to operate substantially as described 
and shown. 

ROBER BELL SANSON. 

Witnesses: 
W. D. BRACKENRIDGE, 
JoHN SAUL. 

  


