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(14265adwin 3Eve, Corpus Christi,Tex.) 

Fied gay 2, 1959, Ser. Na. 824,490 
Cain. (C. 35-75) 

This invention relates to a device for utilization in the 
playing of a game of cards, and more particularly, but 
not by way of limitation, to a slide rule for facilitating 
bidding in the game of contract bridge. 
The game of contract bridge is becoming increasingly 

popular today, and many systems have been developed 
for enhancing the bidding therein. The point count 
bidding system is in widespread use and is normally con 
sidered to be one of the easiest and most accurate methods 
for bidding. As a result, there are many devices, such 
as tables and the like, available for aiding the bridge 
player in determining the most accurate and best bidding 
of his card hand, viost of these devices are designed 
for assisting in only the first round of the bidding, and 
the subsequent bidding rounds have been largely neglected. 
The present invention contemplates a novel slide rule 

apparatus for aiding in the determination of bidding 
through at least two Founds of bidding, which is usually 
Sufficient to determine the end result of the bidding of 
the bridge hands. The novel slide rule coinprises an 
outer housing having a slidable member cooperating there 
with for facilitating the determination of the best bid of 
the varied bridge hands. One side of the slide rule may 
be utilized in the opening or first round bidding, while 
the opposite face or side thereof may be utilized in the 
second round bidding. The siidable member may be 
m9ved in one direction with respect to the outer housing 
for determining the most accurate opening bid of a bridge 
hand. The slidable member may then be moved in an 
opposite direction for aiding in the determination of the 
best bid by the player's partner in response to the open 
ing bid. The apparatus may then be turned over wherein 
the opposite face thereof may be utilized in a similar 
manner for determining the best bids for both partners' 
hands during the second round of bidding. 

It is an important object of this invention to provide 
a device for facilitating the bidding in contract bridge. 

it is another object of this invention to provide a novel 
slide rule for quickly and easily determining the most 
accurate bidding for a variety of bridge hands. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a novel 

slide rule for correlating the point count of a bridge hand 
for determining the best bidding for a variety of bridge 
hands, 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
novel slide rule for aiding the determination of the bidding 
of a variety of bridge hands through two rounds of 
bidding. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide 

a novel slide rule for facilitating the bidding in contract 
bridge which is simple and efficient in cperation and 
economical in construction. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
evident from the following detailed description, read in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, which illus 
trate my invention. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a front view of a slide rule embodying 

the invention and depicting the face or surface thereof 
for utilization in the first round of bidding. 
FIGURE 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 and depicts the 

opposite back face thereof for utilization in the second 
round of bidding. 
FIGURE 3 is a front face view of the slidable men. 
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ber of the slide rule depicting the surface thereof for 
utilization in the first round of bidding. 
FIGURE 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 and depicts the 

Gpposite side thereof for utilization in the second round 
of bidding. 
FiGURE 5 is a view taken on line 5-5 of FIG. I. 
FIGURE 6 is a view taken on line 6-6 of FIG. 1. 
Referring to the drawings in detail, reference charac 

ter ié, generally indicates a slide rule comprising a Tec 
tangular front plate 2 and a back plate 14 of a substan 
tially identical configuration. The front plate 12 is slight 
ly Spaced from the back plate i4 by a pair of spaced 
strip members 55 and 3 (FIGS. 5 and 6) and may be 
Secured together in any well known manner, such as the 
rivets 59. The Strips 6 and 8 extend longitudinally 
between the plates 2 and 14 along the opposed edge por 
tions 25 and 22 of the slide rule 10, thus providing a 
central chamber 24 between the plates 12 and 24. An 
elongated rectangular shaped piate 26 is slidably disposed 
in the chamber 24 and extends longitudinally there 
through for a purpose as will be hereinafter set forth. 
The front plate 2 is provided with a substantially cen 

trally dispcsed aperture or window 28 for viewing the 
slidable plate 25 therethrough. A plurality of longi 
tudinally spaced apertures 39 are provided in the prox 
inity of the left hand edge portion 20, as viewed in 
Fig. 1. Each of the apertures 3C is enclosed in a box 
32 which is printed, or otherwise applied to the plate 12. 
Each of the boxes 32 is provided with certain data in 
Scribed thereon which facilitates the valuation of the 
bridge hand (not shown) during the first round of bidding, 
as will be hereinafter set forth. There are preferably 
thirteen of the boxes 32 and apertures 30, but not limited 
thereto. The inscription in the boxes 32 indicate a group 
ing of point count which may be contained within a 
bridge haird, and preferably are progressively arranged 
with the couiiting of the least value at the top thereof to 
the counting of the most value in the sixth of the boxes 
32. he progression then begins again, with the counting 
of the east value inscribed in the seventh box 32 and 
the counting of the highest value inscribed in the last or 
thirteenth box 32. The groupings of point counting as 
clearly indicated in the boxes 32 in F.G. 1 have been 
Selected and are considered to be the most advantageous 
for the bidding determination, as anticipated herein, but 
it is to be understood that the groupings may be altered 
without departing from the spirit of the invention. 
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The six boxes 32 provided in the upper portion of the 
plate 2 are particularly arranged for utilization by the 
opening bidder in determining the best bidding for his 
bridge hand, as indicated by the words “Bids By Opening 
Bidder' inscribed on the plate 2. The seven boxes 32 
provided in the lower portion of the plate 12 are particu 
larly arranged for utilization by the player responding 
to the opening bidder, as indicated by the words “Bids 
By Responder” inscribed on the plate 2. However, it is 
to be understood that the number of the boxes 32 may 
be varied as desired in order to provide substantially any 
desired point count groupings, and is not limited to the 
particular depiction disclosed herein. 
The plate i4 is provided with a substantially centrally 

disposed window 34 in parallel alignment with window 28 
for viewing the slidable plate 26 therethrough. A plural 
ity of longitudinally spaced apertures 36 are provided in 
the plate 4 in the proximity of the left hand edge portion 
22, as viewed in FIG. 2. Each of the apertures 36 is 
enclosed in a box 38 which is suitably inscribed on the 
plate E4. It is preferable to provide thirteen of the boxes 
33 and apertures 36, but not limited thereto, arranged in 
a manifer similar to the boxes 32 of plate 12. Each of 
the boxes 38 is inscribed with appropriate point count 
groupings, as hereinbefore set forth. The uppermost box 



38 in the preferred embodiment disclosed herein does 11ot 
contain any point count grouping. However, the second 

- through the seventh boxes 38 are provided with progres 
si'e point count groupings for utilization in the rebid 
by the opener during the second round of bidding, as 
indicated by the words "Rebids By Opening Bidder' in 
Scribed on the plate 24. The remaining six boxes 33 are 
provided with progressive point count groupitigs to be 
utilized in rebidding by the responder in the second round 
of bidding, as indicated by the words “iebids by Ric 
sponder” as inscribed on the plate 43. 

thereon in any suitable mainier. 
is preferably substantially the size of the window 23. 
There are thirteen of the boxes 42 provided cn the face 
43 to correspoild to the number of boxes 32 provided on 
the plate 2. Suitable instructions are printed, or other 
Wise inscribed in each box 42, which may be viewed 
through the window 28 when the piate 26 is so positioned 
for determining the most accurate bid for the bridge hand, 
as will be hereinafter set forth. It will be apparent that 
the groups of instructions may be printed on the face 43 
and properly Spaced thereon without having the lines or 
boxes 42, enclosing each set of instructions, if desired. 
A dot 43 is provided on the face 46 of the piate 26 and 
in align:left with the apertures 33 wherein the dot 44. 
may be viewed through any one of the apertures 33, as 
desired, in accordance with the desired resuits of the slide 
rule 8. - - 

The rear face 43 (FIG. 4) of the plate 25 is similar to 
the front face 84, and is provided with a plurality of 
boxes 43 inscribed thereon, preferably thirteen in 1uinter 
to correspond with the number of boxes 38 on the piate 
54. Each of the boxes 43 is referably substantially the 
sizë of the window 34, and suitable informatic or ill 
structions is inscribed in each of the boxes 43 for utiliza 
tion in the Second rout.d of bidding, as will be herein 
after set forth. A dot 56 is inscribed on the face 45 in 
alignment with the apertures 35, and ?nay be viewed there 
through for facilitating the second round of bidding. 
The slide rule ice is provided with oppositely disposed 

recesses 52 and 54 for facilitating manual gripping of the 
plate 26 for sliding thereof within the charnber 24. 

Operation 
in using the slide rule 3, it is first necessary for the 

player to determine the point count of the bridge hand 
beig bid. The point count of tie various cards and dis 
tribution thereof is printed on the plate 12, as clearly 
shown in if G. 1, for facilitating the point count deterini 
nation. The piate 365 is tie in sticiabiy adjusted with respect 
to the plate 12 to move the dot 44 into alignment with 
the aperture 36 of the box 32 containing the point cought 
of the bridge haid. As hereinbefore set forth, in the 
case of the opening bid, the upper six boxes 32 are utilized. 
With the dot 4.3 positicined in the proper aperture 36, a 
box 42 of the plate 25 will be disposed in alignment with 
the window 23. The information contained in the box 
43 which is viewed through the window 23 will aid in 
the determination of the best or most accurate bid for 
the opener. 
The plate 26 is then moved slidably in an opposite di 

rection for placing the dot 44 is alignment with the box 
32 containing the point count of the bridge hand held by 
the responder. The lower sevel boxes 32 are utilized in 
the responding bids. With the dot 44 in position in the 
proper aperture 30 in accordance with the point count 
of the responder's hand, the box. 42 containing informa 
tion or instructions for the most accurate or best bid in 
accordance with the point count of the hand will be dis 
posed in the window 28. 

For the second round of bidding, the slide rule 38 may 
be turned over whereby the plate 14 is utilized in a six 
ilar manner in cooperation with the face 46 of the plate 
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23 of facili both the opener and re 
Spgnder. justed with respect to the 
picte 4 to position the dot 53 i? aligiinaeit with the aper 
ture 36 of the box 33 containing the point count of the 
opener's hand whereby the box. 48 will be disposed in 
the window 34 which contains the information pertinent 
to the opez18r's rebid in the Secoid round of bidding. As 
herein before set forth, the boxes 33 in the upper portion 
of the plate 34 are utilized for determination of the 
cemei's retid. 
The plate 25 is moved in an opposite direction to place 

the dot 56 in alignment with one of the lower boxes 38 
contaising the point Collint of the responder's hand. In 
this position, the box. 43 ccntaining the information per 
tinent to the respojidar's rebid will be disposed in the 
wiadow 3.2 for facilicatirig the responder's bid in the sec. 
orid rollid. 

3y way of a specific example, and referring to FiG. 1, 
has a bridge hand contain 

33 in the box 32 containing the Iinent with the apertur 
point court grouping which inciudes the number twenty 
three. As shown in FiG. , the fifth box 32 from the top 
f the plate E2 contains the numbers twenty-two to 

y-four, aid thus includes the number twenty-three. 
t 44 is placed in view in the aperture of this box. 

instructicis or information visible through the win 
dow 23 indicates that the opener's bid in this case would 
be two ind trimp, with a bal:nced hand, good distribution 
and aii four sits dropped. Otherwise, the opener should 
bid two of a suit, and should have six cards in the Suit he 
bidis. 
As another example, and referring to FEG. 2, assume 

that the opener has twenty points in his hand, and is 
ready to rebid in the second round of the bidding in 
answer to a response by his partner in the first round of 
bidding. The plate 26 is grasped manually and raised 
with regard to the piate 4 to position the dot 50 in view 
of the aperture 36 of the box 38 containing the number 
twenty. As shown in FIG. 2, the fifth box 33 in the upper 
portion of the plate E4 contains the point count grouping 
of inumbers nineteen to twenty-one, thus including the 
number twenty. The dot 36 is disposed in view in the 
aperture is this box whereby the instrutcions in view in 
the window 34 indicate that the opener should rebid as 
follows: 

I 
-- 
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(.) Eid a new suit at the level of 3 
(2) jump to game in his partner's major suit 
(3) jump to game in his ow: najor suit 
(4) jump to two no trump with ineteen or twenty points 
(5) Jump to three into trump with twenty-one points. 
The bidder may select the bidding advice most appropriate 
to the cards held in his bridge hand, and the prior bidding 
of his partner and himself. 
The bidding by the responder in the first round of 

bidding may be ascertained by the cooperating plate 12 
and face 43 of the plate 25, as hereinbefore set forth. 
Sowever, the hiate 26 is manually moved downwardly 
with respect to the plate 52 for use with the lower boxes 
32 in the determination of the bidding by the responder. 
in addition, the bidding by the responder in the second 
round of bidding may be similarly determined by the 
cooperating plate 14 and the face 46 of the plate 26. 
Siere again the plate 26 is manually moved downwardly 
with respect to the plate 34 for utilizing the lower boxes 
35 in the determination of the second round bidding by 
the responder. 

;Furthermore, general information, such as the most 
widely used point count ratings, and the like, may be 
inscribed or printed on the plates 2 and 4 in the spaces 
33 and 32, respectively, as ciearly shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 
to provide a finger tip manual or information guide to 
the bidding in the game of contract bridge. 
From the foregoing, it will be apparent that the present 
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invention provides a novel slide rule for facilitating the 
determination of bidding contract bridge hands in both the 
first and second rounds of bidding by both the opening 
bidder and the responder. The slide rule utilizes the most 
widely accepted point count bidding data for correlating 

... the point count of substantially any bridge hand in a 
manner to indicate or instruct the bidder in the best bid 
for the bridge hand he is playing. The slide rule is simple 
and efficient in operation and is of an economical con 
struction, 

Changes may be made in the combination and arrange 
ment of parts as heretofore set forth in the specification 
and shown in the drawings, it being understood that any 
modification in the precise embodiment of the invention 
may be made within the scope of the following claim 
without departing from the spirit of the invention. 

I claim: s'. 
A slide rule for facilitating the bidding of bridge hands, 

and comprising an outer housing, an inner member 
slidably disposed within the housing, a plurality of 
longitudinally spaced apertures provided on one side of 
the housing, a centrally disposed window provided on 
said one side of the housing, a plurality of groups of 
indicia relating to the point count of variable bridge hands 
provided on said one side of the housing whereby each 
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aperture is associated with one of the groups of indicia, 
a dot provided on one side of the inner member for 
viewing through one of the apertures upon variable posi 
tions of the inner member with respect to the housing, a 
plurality of groups of indicia provided on said one side 
of the inner member and correlated with the indicia on 
the housing whereby one group thereof may be viewed 
through the window in accordance with the positioning 
of the dot for determining the bidding of the bridge hands 
through the first round of bidding, a plurality of longitu 
dinally spaced apertures provided on the opposite side of 
the iousing, a centrally disposed window provided on said 
opposite side of the housing, a plurality of groups of 
indicia relating to the point count in variable bridge hands 
and instructions for bidding the hand in accordance there 
with provided on said opposite side of the housing and on 
the opposite side of the inner member for cooperating 
with the apertures and window for determining the bidding 
of the bridge hands in the second round of bidding. 
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