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SLAM POSSIBILITIES EXCELLENT. OPEN WITH
BNT. JUMP T0 SLAM IMMEDIATELY IF PART=
NER OPENS, BE SURE ALL SUITS PROTECTED.

If open bid was: You bid
1. Pase {.2NT
2. 1of suit 2. Jump shift
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131fc |1 covering mostof the usual situe~
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r i S evening of play.
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16110 |B Move the slide until the dot shows
18 O Y inthe hole of the square with your
point count. Your bidding possibil-
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SLAM LONE~MAKE A JUMP SHIFT AT ONCE BY
BIDDING ONE MORE THAN NECESSARY IN A NEW
SUIT, THIS INDICATES A STRONS HAND TO PART-
NER.

POWERFUL HAND-BIDANTWITH A BALANCED
HAND, OR BID A NEW SUIT WITH A JUMP ON THE
EXT ROUND . THESE VALUES SHOW MORE THAN
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SLAM POSSIBILITIES EXCELLENT. OPEN WITH é 3
3NT. JUMP TO SLAM IMMEDIATELY IF PART- 72
NER OPENS: BE SURE ALL SUITS PROTECTED . -
42 L 4] "
if open bid wes: You bid:
I. Pass 1. 2NT
2. lof auit 2. WJump shift
3. INT. 3. Slam N 2%
A4
If open bid was: You bid:
{. Pass I | of suit N
2. 1of suit or [NT 2. Make jump shift
3, 2 of suit 3. Pos.response
4, 2NT 4. Pos.response
5. 3NT 5. Slam - 24
¥ open bid was; You bid:
| Pass OINT.
2. | of Suit 2. 3NT
3. INT 3. Stam
4. 20of suit 4 slam
§. ZNT 5 Slam /6 22
1f open bid was: You bid:
1. 1of Suit 1. 2NT 4
2.INT 2.3NT '/ 5
3. 20f Sult 3. Pos. response d
4. ZNT A, Slam
5. 3NT 5. Stam
1f open bid was: You bid. Y.
1. ) of suit I. Show new suit G 4
2 INT 2. 3ofsultorNT
3. 2 of suib 3. Pos, rasponse
4, 2NT 4 ANT
5. 3NT 5. Slam -
If open bid was- You bid:
1. {of suit I. 3how new suit; /4\
44 ’2 T 2 rai;n;urlNT
-1 . . 2dor2é
3. 20f suit 3. 3NT 50
4, 2NT 4, ANT
4 26
OPEN 3NT-BALANCED HAND AND AlL FOUR
SUITS PROTECTED. IF NOT, BID TWO OF A SUIT
AND THEN CONSIDER SLAM.
OPEN WITH 2NT WITH A BALANCED HAND, GOOD !
DISTRIBUTION AND ALL FOUR SUITS PROTECTED . M
OTHERWISE BID 2 OF A SUIT. AL 2
4
OPEN WITH | OFA SUIT WiTH JUMP BID IN NT ; ! 22
OVER PARTNER'S ANSWER. %6
: 4
. OPEN WITH NT WITH 60OD DISTRIBUTION AND
7 3 SUITS PROTECTED. DISTRIBUTION POINTS NOT , .
CONSIDERED.
1. I3 points. Optionat open
2. Bld 1of suit. Should have 4-5honor paints if
opened in a major suit, Otherwise, bid lclub
orl diamond.
L. Pass
2. Open with {2 points witha good rebid end 2.
quick tricks.
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SLAM ZONE-MAKE A JUMP SHIFT AT ONCE BY
BIDDING QNE MORE THAN NECESSARY IN A NEW
SUIT, THIS INDICATES A STRONG HAND T3 PART-

}RA

POWERFUL HAND-BID 3NT WITH A BALANCED
HAND, OR 81D A NEW SUIT WITH A JUMP ON THE
NEXT ROUND. THESE VALUES SHOW MORE THAN
AN OPENING BID.

VERY GOOD HAND~MAKE A GAME FORCING BID
OR BID ONE OR TWO IN A NEW SUIT WHICH PART-
NER 14AY NOT PASS UNTIL IT I5 FOUND WHERE
THE HANIDS FIT.

A GOOD HAND-THIS 13 WORTH TWO BiDS. MAKE
A BID INA SUIT THAT FORCES YOUR PARTNER
FOR AT LEAST ONE MORE RQUND.

Tpoints— USE YOUR JUDEMENT
8+9 points. YOU SHOULD BID AGAIN.

PASS WITH LESS THAN 31X POIN'TS UNLESS YOUR
PARTNER’S B10 1S FORCING AND INDICATES A
STRONG HAND.

EXCELLENT HAND ~Should have good slam possi-
bifities at this leval. Entarabid showing partner
your infentions. Blackwoad or Gerber)

1, Jump rebid with 3NT with 22 points.
2. Jump shift which cannat be passed and forcing
to game. Consider siam at this lavel.

I. Bid new suit at three level

2. Jump to game-own of partnar’s major.
3.Jumg to 2NT-1/l responsa. 13-20 points
4. Jump to 3NT-1/] response . 2! points.

{. Pass single NT raise. .
2.Sindle raise-own or partner’s major.
3. 2 NT over 2/l responsae

4 Jump in NT. (Reverse Bid)

&. Raise partners 2 /i to 3 level .

{. Pass NT response.,

2. Rebid own suit.

3. Rebid INT

4. Rahid new suit-one tevel

5. Ralse responder-one to two.

A HAND OF MINIMUM VALUES SHOULD NOT BE
REBID UNLESS FORCED T8 DO 30 BY RESPOND -~
ER'S ANSWER TO THE OPENING RDUND.

AT § LEVEL=Must have 10 points and good suik

AT 2 LEVEL- Must have 12 points& very good suit,

AT NTLEVEL-Must have 16 points with NT
distribution.
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This invention relates to a device for utilization in the
playing of a game of cards, and more particularly, but
not by way of 1imitaﬁon, to a slide rule for facilitating
bidding in the game of contract bridge

The game of contract bridge is becoming increasingly
popular today, and many systems have been developed
for enhancing ithe bidding therein. The point count
bidding system is in widespread use and is normally con-
sidered to be one of the easicst and most accurate methods
for bidding. As 2 result, there are many devices, such
as. tables and the like, available for aiding the bridge
player in determining the most accurate and best bidding
of his card hand. Most of these devices are designed
for assisting in only the first round of the bidding, and

. the subsequent bidding rounds have been largely neglected.

The present invention contemplates a novel slide rule
apparatus for aiding in the determination of bidding
through at least two rounds of bidding, which is usually
sufficient to determine the end result of the bidding of
the bridge hands.. The novel slide rule comprises an
outer housing having a slidable member cooperating there-
with for facilitating the determination of the best bid of
the varied bridge hands. Ogne side of the slide rule may
be utilized in the opening or first round bidding, while
the opposite face or side thereof may be utilized in the
second round bidding. The slidable member may be
moved in one direction with respect to the outer housing
for-determining the most accurate opening bid of a bridge
hand. The slidable member may then be moved in an
opposite direction for aiding in the determination of the
best bid by the player’s partner in response to the cpen-
ing bid. The apparatus may then be turned over wherein
the opposite face thereof may be utilized in a similar
manner for determining the best bids for both pariners’
hands during the second round of bidding.

It is an important object of this invention to provide
a device for facilitating the bidding in contract bridge.

It is another object of this invention to provide a novel
slide rule for quickly and easily determining the most
accurate bidding for a variety of bridge hands.

Another object of this invention is to provide a novel
slide rule for correlating the point count of a bridge hand
for determining the best bidding for a variety of bridge
hands.

Still another object of this invention is to provide a
novel slide rule for aiding the determination of the bidding
of a variety of bridge hands through two rounds of
bidding.

A still further object of this inveniion is to provide
a novel slide rule for facilitating the bidding in contract
bridge which is simple and efficient in cperaticn and
economical in construction.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be
evident from the following detailed description, read in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, which illus-
trate my invention.

In the drawings:

FIGURE 1.is a front view of a slide rule embodying
the invention and depiciing the face or surface thereof
for utilization in the first round of bidding.

" FIGURE 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 and depicts the
opposite back face thereof for ut1hzat10n in the second
round of blddmg

FIGURE 3 is a front face view of the slidable mem-
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5 to the opening bidder,
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ber of the slide rule depicting the surface thereof for
utilization in the first round of bidding.

FIGURE 4 is a view similar to FIG, 3 and depicts the
opposite side thereof for utilization in the second round
of bidding.

F‘CU‘RE 5 is a view taken on hne 85 of FIG. 1.

IGURE 6 is a view taken on line 6—6 of FIG. 1.

Rgferring to the drawings in detail, reference charac-
ter 1§ generally indicates a slide rule comprising a rec-
tangular front plate 12 and a back plate 14 of a substan-
tially identical configuration. The front plate 12 is slight-
ly spaced from the back plate 14 by a pair of spaced
strip members 15 and 18 (FIGS. 5 and 6) and may be
secured together in any well known manner, such as the
rivets 19, The strips 16 and 18 extend longitudinally
between the plates 12 and 14 along the opposed edge por-
tions 2§ and 22 of the slide rule 10, thus providing a
central chamber 24 between the plates 12 and 14. An
elongated rectangular shaped plate 26 is slidably disposed
in the chamber 24 and extends longitudinally there-
through for a purpose as will be hereinafter set forth.

The front plate 12 is provided with a substantially cen-
trally disposed aperture or window 28 for viewing the
slidable plaie 26 therethrough. A plurality of longi-
tudinally spaced apertures 3@ are provided in the prox-
imity of the left hand edge portion 28, as viewed in
FIG. 1. Each of the apertures 3¢ is enclosed in a box
32 which is printed, or otherwise applied to the plate 12.
Fach of the boxes 32 is provided with certain data in-
scribed thereon which facilitates the valuation of. the
bridge hand (not shown) during the first round of bidding,
as will be hereinafter set forth. There are preferably
thirteen of the boxes 32 and apertures 38, but not limited
thereto, The inscription in the boxes 32 indicate a group-
ing of point count which may be contained within a
bridge hand, and preferably are progressively arranged
with the c\)unung of the least value at the top thereof to
the counting of the most value in the sixth of the boxes
32. The progression then begins again, with the counting
of the least value inscribed in the seventh box 32 and
the counting of the highest value inscribed in the last or
thirteenth box 32. The groupings of point counting as
clearly indicated in the boxes 32 in FIG. 1 have been
selected and are considered to be the most advantageous
for the bidding determination, as anticipated herein, but
it is to be understood that the groupings may be altered
without departing from the spirit of the invention.

The six boxes 32 provided in the upper portion of the
plate 12 are palticularly arranged for utilization Ly the
opening bidder in determining the best bidding for his
bridge hand, as indicated by the words “Bids By Opening
Bidder” inscribed on the plate 12. The seven boxes 32
provided in the lower portion of the plate 12 are particu-
larly arranged for utilization by the player responding
as indicaied by the words “Bids
By Responder” inscribed on the plate 12. However, it is
to be understood that the number of the boxes 32 may
be varied as desired in order to provide substantially any
desired point count groupings, and is not limited to the
particular depiction disclosed herein.

The plate 14 is provided with a substantially centrally
disposed window 34 in parallel alignment with window 28
for viewing the slidable plate 26 therethrough. A plural-
ity of longitudinally spaced apertures 36 are provided in
the plate 14 in the proximity of the left hand edge portion
22, as viewed in FIG. 2. Each of the apertures 36 is
enclosed in a box 38 which is suitably inscribed on the
plate £4. Ii is preferable to provide thirteen of the boxes
38 and apertures 36, but not limited thereto, arranged in
a manger similar to the boxes 32 of plate 12. FEach of
the boxes 38 is inscribed with appropriate point count
groupings, as hereinbefore set forth. The uppermost box
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38 in the preferred embodiment disclosed §
contain any point count grouping. However, th
- through the seventh boxzes 38 are provided with
sive point count groupings for utilization in the rebidding
by the opener during the second round of biddiag
indicated by the words “Rebids By Opening Bidder” in-
scribed on the plate 14, The remaining six boxes 35 ar
provided with progressive point count groupings to be
utilized in rebidding by the responder in the second round
of bidding, as indicated by the words “Rebids by Re-
sponder” as inscribed on the plate 14,

The front face 48 (FIG. 3) of the slidable
provided with a plurality of rectangular boxes 47 in
thereon in any suitable manuer. Fach of the boxe
is preferably substantially the size of the window
There ave thirtzen of the boxes 42 provided cn the face
49 1o correspond to the number of boxes 3% provided cn
the plate 2. Suitable imstructions are printed, or othei-
wise inscribed in each box 42, which may be viewed
through the window 28 when the plate 26 is s positioned
for determining the most accurate bid for the bridge hand,
as will be hereinafter set forth. It will be apparent that
the groups of insiructions may be printed on the face 49
and properly spaced thereon without having the lines or
boxes 42 enclosing each set of instructions, if desired.
A dot 44 is provided on the face 40 of the plate 26 and

in alignment with the aperiures 33 wherein the

- f

26 an
dot &4
may be viewed through any one of the apertures 38, a
desired, in accordance with the desired resuits of the slid
rule 18, .

The rear face 46 (FIG. 4) of the plate 2¢ is similar to
the froat face 4%, and is provided with a plurality of
boxes 48 inscribed thereon, preferably thirteen in number
to correspond with the number of boxes 38 on the plate
14. Each of the boxes 48 is nreferably substaniially the
size of the window 34, and suitable information or in-
structions is inscribed in each of the boxes 48 for utiiliza-
tion in the second round of bidding, as will be hersin-
after set forth. A dot 58 is inscribed on the face 46 in
alignment with the apertures 3§, and may be viewed there-
through for facilitating the second round of bidding.

The slids rule 18 is provided with oppositely disposed
recesses 52 and 54 for facilitating manual gripping of the
plate 26 for sliding thereof within the chamber 24.

w 4
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Operation

In using the slide rule 18, it is first necessary for the
player to determine the point count of the bridge hand
being bid. The point count of the various cards and dis-
12, as clearly

Ly AS

showa in T , Tor faciiit

At Al
e 25 18t

bl
o move the dot 4

iabiy Ela}usted wi
into alignment with
the of the box 32 containing the point count
of the bridge han As hereinbefore set forth, in the
case of the opening bid, the upper six bozes 32 are utilized.
With the dot 44 positicned in the proper aperture 30, a
box 42 of the plate 26 will be disposed in alignment with
the window 28. The information coniained in the box
43 which is viewed through the window 23 will aid in
the determination of the best or most accurate bid for
the opener.

The plate 26 is then moved slidably in an opposite di-
rection for placing the dot 44 in alignment with the box
32 containing the point count of the bridge hand held by
the responder. 3 32 are utilized in

41

respect

ek

The lower seven boxes 32
the responding bids. With the dot 44 in position in the
proper aperture 38 in accordance with the point count
of the responder’s hand, the box 42 containing informa-
tion or instructions for the most accurate or best bid in
accordance with the point count of the hand will be dis-
posed in the window 28.

For the second round of bidding, the slide rule 1§ may
be turned over whereby the plate 14 is utilized in a sim-
ilar manner in cooperation with the face 46 of the plate
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o both the opener and re-
diusted with respect to the
& in alignment with the aper-
ture 36 of the boxz 35 containing the point count of the
opeaer’s hand whereby the box 48 will be disposed in
the window 34 which contains the information pertinent
to the openst’s rebid in the second round of bidding. As
hereinbefore sat forth, the boxes 38 in the upper portion
of the plate 14 are utilized for determination of the
openet’s robid.

The plate 28 is moved in an opposite direction to place
the dot 56 in clignment with one of the lower boxes 38
containing the point count of the responder’s hand. In
this position, the box 48 containing the information per-
tinent to the respondsr’s rebid will be disposed in the
wipdow 34 f ig the responder’s bid in the sec-
ond round,

r way of a specific example, and referring to FIiG. 1,
assume that an opening bidder has a bridge hand contain-
ing twenty-thres points. The plate 26 is manually grasped
ed in the chamber 24 until the dot 44 is in align-
ment with the aperture 3% in the box 32 containing the
point count grouping which inciudes the number twenty-
three. As shown in FIG. 1, the fifth box 32 from the top
the plate i2 contains the numbers twenty-two to

thus includes the number twenty-three.
placed in view in the aperture oi this box.
ions or information visible through the win-
cates that the opener’s bid in this case would
ump, with a balanced hand, good distribution

- 1
ang ras

[u9
s OPL Otherwise, the opener should
suit, and should have six cards in the suit he
bids.
As another example, and

referring to FIG. 2, assume
that the opener has twenty poiats in his band, and is
ready to rebid in the second round of the bidding in
answer to a response by his partner in the first round of
bidding. The plate 26 is grasped manually and raised
with regard to the piate 14 to position the dot 50 in view
of the aperture 3% of the box 38 containing the number
twenty. As shown in FIG. 2, the ifth box 38 in the upper
portion of the plate 14 contains the point count grouping
of mumbers nineteen to twenty-one, thus including the
number twenty. The dot 56 is disposed in view in the
aperture in this box whereby the instrutcions in view in
the window 24 indicate that the opener should rebid as
follows:

(1) Bid a new suit at the level of 3

(2) Tump to game in his partner’s major suit

(3) Jump to game in his owa major suit

(4) Jump to two no tramp with nineteen or twenty points
(5) Jump to three no trump with twenty-one points.

ing advice most appropriate
hand, and the prior bidding

The bidder may select the bidd
to the cards held in his bridge
of his partner and himself.

The bidding by the responder in the first round of
bidding may be ascertained by the cooperating plate 12
and face 40 of the plate 26, as hereinbefore set forth.
Fowever, the piate 26 is manually moved downwardly
with respect to the plate 12 for use with the lower boxes
32 in the determination of the bidding by the responder.
In addition, the bidding by the responder in the second
round of bidding may be similarly determined by the
cooperating plate 14 and the face 46 of the plate 26.
Here again the plate 26 is manually moved downwardly
with respect to the plate i4 for utilizing the lower boxes
33 in the determination of the second round bidding by
the responder.

Turthermore, general information, such as the most
widely used point count ratings, and the like, may be
inscribed or printed on the plates 12 and 14 in the spaces
58 and 62, respectively, as clearly shown in FIGS. 1 and 2
to provide a finger tip manual or information guide to
the bidding in the game of contract bridge.

From the foregoing, it will be apparent that the present
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invention provides a novel slide rule for facilitating the
determination of bidding contract bridge hands in both the
first and second rounds of bidding by both the opening
bidder and the responder. The slide rule utilizes the most
widely accepted peint count bidding data for correlating
- the point count of substantially any bridge hand in a
manner to indicate or instruct the bidder in the best bid
for the bridge hand he is playing. The slide rule is simple
and efficient in operation and is of an economical con-
struction. -

Changes may be made in the combination and arrange-
meni of parts as heretofore set forth in the specification
and shown in the drawings, it being understood that any
modification in the precise embodiment of the invention
may .be made within the scope of the following claim
without departing from the. spirit of the invention.

I claim:

A slide rule for facilitating the bidding of bridge hands,
and comprising an outer housing, an inner member
slidably disposed “within the housing, a plurality of
longitudinally spaced apertures provided on one side of
the housing, a centrally disposed window provided on
said one side of the housing; a plurality of groups of
indicia relating to the point count of variable bridge hands
provided on said one side of the housing whereby each
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aperture is asscciated with one of the groups of indicia,
a dot provided on one side of the inner member for
viewing through one of the apertures upon variable posi-
tions of the inner member with respect to the housing, a
plurality of groups of indicia provided on said one side
of the inner member and correlated with the indicia on
the housing whereby one group thereof may be viewed
through the window in accordance with the positioning
of the dot for determining the bidding of the bridge hands
through the first round of bidding, a plurality of longitu-
dinally spaced apertures provided on the opposite side of
the housing, a centrally disposed window provided on said
opposite side of the housing, a plurality of groups of
indicia relating to the point count in variable bridge hands
and iastructions for bidding the hand in accordance there-
with provided on said opposite side of the housing and on
the opposite side of the inner member for cooperating
with the apertures and window for determining the bidding
of the bridge hands in the second round of bidding.
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