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A 3
tection thereof against abusive use and possible
damage to the valve, valve connections and the
like.

In the modified form of the invention illus-
trated in Fig. 4 the body portion [T -substantially
surrounds the:handle: 6 on three sides thereof
and is provided with lateral and end openings {8

and 19 permitting access to the handle for man- -

ual actuation thereof. In a preferred construc-
tion the body portion i1 may desirably- be sub-
stantially U-shaped or trough shaped in trans-

verse cross-section providing opposed. side wall -

portions 20 and 2i and a connectmg wall or
bight portion 22.

The body portion 17 is 1ntegrally connected .

with the base portion 23, which latter in turn

may be integrally formed with the nut portion

24 as in the previously described embodiment.
The protective guard device of the invention

may be formed in any suitable manner and of

any suitable material for carrying out the objects
of the invention, and in the preferred forms illus-
trated in the drawings comprises a band or piece
of metal suitably shaped to protect the handle
and including as a part thereof a nut portion {2
adapted to serve as a valve housing nut. How-
ever, while I prefer that the guard be formed
integrally with the housing nut, such construc-
tion is not essential to attain the objects of the
invention as the guard may be formed separately
and then attached to the nut in any suitable
manner such as by pressing, threading, brazing,
welding soldering, clamping, pinning, keying,
bolting, use of screws and the like. In such
event, of course, the guard, particularly the base
portion therecf, and the nut would be suitably
shaped for cooperative engagement and securing
together in the manner indicated.

Although the application. of this protective
guard has been described as applied to a flush
valve serving a plumbing fixture, the intent of
this invention is to cover the application of the
protective guard to flush valves wherever used.

It is believed that the foregoing description,
when taken in connection with the drawing will
fully set forth the construction and advantages
of this invention to those skilled in the art to
which such a device relates so that further de-
tailed descriptionn will not be required.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

1. A protective guard for the pivotal operat-
ing handle of a flush or like type valve compris-
ing a base portion adapted to be secured to such
a valve and having a bore for receiving a portion
of the operating handle thereof, a pair of op-
posed arms secured to said base portion and ex-
tending laterally outward therefrom, said arms
adapted to extend lengthwise of a valve handle
on opposite sides thereof, a bight portion con-
necting the outer ends of said arms and forming
therewith a substantially U-shaped member, said
arms having an opening thérebetween permit-
ting actuation of such a valve handle by hand.

2. A device of the class described comprising
a pivotally mounted valve actuatmg hsmclle,
means removably securing sa1d handle in opera-
tive position, and a protective guard for said
handle comprising a substantially - U-shaped
frame member secured to said securing . means
and extending along opposite side wall portions

of said handle and around the-end thereof, said

U-shaped frame member having a lateral open-
ing permitting access to said - valve handle for
actuation thereof by hand. :

- 3. In a flush or.like type valve having ai elon-i

4
gated operating handle pivotally mounted there-
on for movement in a plurality of directions to
actuate the valve, a protective guard for the op-
erating handle designed to permit ready actua-
tion thereof -by hand and to prevent.actuation
thereof by foot; said guard comprising a base
portion having a bore therein through which

~sald handle extends, means securing said base
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portion to the valve, protective side wall portions
carried by said base portion and extending along
opposite sides of said valve handle at least to

- the end thereof and in close proximity thereto,

at least one of said side wall portions having a
width not substantially greater than the thick-
ness of said valve handle and said valve handle
being biased to a single inoperative position be-
tween said side wall portions, said one side wall
portion having a side edge spaced from the other
of said side wall portions to define an elongated
opening therebetween extending along a side of
the handle."

4. Apparatus of .the type set forth in claim 3
in which the ends of said side wall portions are
connected by an intermediate bight portion.

5. Apparatus of the type set forth in claim 3
including a curved wall portion connecting said
side wall portions at the side thereof opposite said
elongated opening.

6. In a hand cperated flush or like type valve
having a pivetal actuating handle, the improve-
ment comprising a protective guard for the op-
erating handle designed to permit ready actua-
tion thereof by hand and to prevent actuation
thereof by foot, said protective guard compris-
ing a base portion through which said handle
extends, means for securing the base portion to
the valve, a body portion secured to the base por-
tion and extending endwise therefrom along a
side of said valve handle, around the end thereof,
and along the opposite side of the handle, said
body portion having an open portion extending
lengthwise thereof alongside a substantial por-
tion of the length of said handle to permit ma-
nipulation of the handle by hand.

7. A protective guard for the pivotal operating
handle of a flush or like type valve comprising
a base portion adapted to be secured to such a
valve and having a bore through which the op-
erating handle is adapted to extend, a pair of
oppositely disposed side wall portions secured to
said base portion for disposition on opposite sides

- of such a valve handle, the opposed side edges
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of said wall portions being spaced apart to form
openings through which at least a portion of a
hand may be inserted to actuate such g valve
handle when positioned between such wall por-
tions, and an intermediate bight portion connect-
ing the ends of said wall portions opposite said
base portion. .
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