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UNITED STATES

Patent OFFICE.

CHARLES WILLIAM- BLAOKBURN, OF LINCOLN, ILLINOIS.

DOOR OR SHUTTER HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 539,930, dated May 28,1895,
Application filed October 20, 1894, Serial No, 526,499, (Nomodel,)

T9 all whom it may concern:
- Be it known that I, CHARLES WILLIAM
BLACKBURN, a citizenof the United States, re-
siding at Lineoln, in the county of Logan and
State of Illinois, have invented a new and use-
ful Door or Shutter Holder, of whieh the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to an improvement
in that class of door or shutter holderswhere-

in a lever is provided at one end with a hook,

and mounted so that the said-hook may en-
gage with an object either on or off the door,
whereby the latter may be held, a spring be-
ing connected with the lever so as to give it
the capability of yieldingly engaging said ob-
ject. Heretofore these devices havebeen con-
strueted so that the door would engage them
when thedevice operates, and sothat not only
the hook on the lever would be in contact with
the door, but so that the whole of the device
would be struck by the door when the same

-isopened.  Such an arrangement is defective

in so much as the frequent careless operations
of the door cause it to be engaged with the de-
vice in a foreible manner, thus tending to
break or otherwise injure it. This defect is
present in all species of the holder, since the

. parts are bound to engage whether secured
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to the door or to the wall It is, however, more
pronounced in cases where the holder is se-
cured to the wall. Now, it is the purpose of
my invention to overcome this dlsadvantage,
and to provide a holder wherein it will be pos-
sible to cause it to engage the door with a rea-
sonable amount of force, and withoutinjuring
it. This end is attained by so constructmv
and arranging the lever that the hooked por-

© tion will pro,]ect laterally away from the re-
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mainder of the device, thus’making it possi-
ble for the door to be moved to an opened po-
sition without engaging any portion of the
holder exeept the securing hook., In the pe-
culiar means for attaining this result lies my
invention, and these are illustrated in the aec-
companying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a
portion of a door and building to which my
improvements are shown as applied; Fig. 2,
ahorizontal section taken through the holder;
Fig. 3, a detail perspective of the lever, show-
ing it enlarged and detached from the remain-
der of the device.

The referencenumeral 1 indicates a portion
of the building, to which the door 2 belongs.
This door is shown to be one which swings on
a vertical axis, but this is obviously immate-
rial, since the axis of the doovr conld be changed
ni any way, or rather the device is applicable
to all doors whatever may be the direction of
their-axes.

My improved holder consists, essentially, of
four parts, the base a, lever b spring ¢, and
pinor key d.. ."The base ¢ is formed of cast
metal, preferably brass, and with the four
Ings 3 prOJectmcr out fxom its sides, and by
whlch it i secured in place, secrews 4 being
provided and. passed through said lugs and
into the building 1.

Ariging from the inner ends of the lugs 3
are the outwardly-prOJectmv plate-like por-

tions 5, which form a socket having an open

outer end. -The front side of the socket is
formed perpendicular, while the opposite side

"is rounded, as may be seen by reference to

the drawings. - The rounded end of the socket
5 is formed, on its inner side, with the in-
wardly-extending portion 6, which is dished
or depressed on its outer surface; as shown at
7. In this depressed portion 7, the inner end
of thespring ¢ is arranged, as may be seen by
reference to the drawings and as will be more
fully described hereinafter. Passing verti-
cally through the sides of the socket 5, is the
split key: d which also passes throucrh the
opening 9 formed transversely in the lower

extremity of the lever b. The lever b com-

prises. essentially an eye 10, throngh which
the finger of the operator may be passed.
Below this eye, and at the outer end of the
lever, the downwardly-extending lip 11 is
formed, and this lip is associated with the
plane portlon 12, which extends under the eye
10, and which merges into the reduced and
downwardlv extendmw arm 13 of the lever.
In thisarm the opening 9.aforesaid is formed,
and the said arm is of such a width that it
will fit'snugly within the socket 5 and be in-
capable of vertical movement therein.

14 indicates two shoulders, which are re-
spectively formed on each side of the lever,

_and which are provided to bear against the

upper edge of the socket 5, when the lever is
swung back, and prevent excessive swinging
of thelever. Formed integral with the lever,
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and projecting rearwardly from the arm 13
thereof, is the offset 15, which has its under
side formed with a depression 16 in which the

upper end of the spring ¢ is seated. Thus it

will be seen that the lever isgiven a tendency
toward the door, and that the spring ¢ being
of the expansive class, pushes said lever in
that direction. It is impossible, however, for
the lever to extend so that the arm 13 will be
more than perpendicular to the base @, since
the said arm will necessarily bind. against the
square portion of the socket 3, thersby. re-
stricting its further movement. Onthe other
hand, excessive rearward movement of the
lever is prevented by the shoulders 14 afore-
said, which bind against the outer edges of
the socket as such movement is carried out.
17 indicates a slotted plate which comprises
the vertica’lly -aligned lugs 18, through which
securing serews are passed, and the tapeunv
edge 19 alranoed to lie in alignment with the
outer' dge of the door.  Theslot of the plate is
deswnated by the numeral 20, and is adapted
for the reception of the lip 11, the thickness of
the plate being about equal to the length of
the said lip, so that the latter will be ¢om-
pletely received in the slot. This plate is rig-
idly secured totheé innersideof the doorand at
its outer edge, so that as the door is moved to
anopened position the plate will be in position
to receive the lip 11 as described. The lever
is-substantially L.-shaped, and the keeper 17
interlocks with the lip in a point in advance
of and substantially in a line with the angu-
larly disposed spring, and this, togetlier with
the abutting of the lever against the front of
the socket, prevents the tendency of the door
or shutter to swing outward exerting any
strain on the spring.
~The operation of my invention will not re-
quire any elaborate description, since-it will
be apparent from the forégoing specification.
As the door is swung on its hinges, the outer
edge of the former will engage the inclinéd
face of the eye 10, thus causing the lever to
be oscillated on its fulernm,the pin or key d,
so as to allow the door to pass by it, after
which tlie spring ¢ returns the lever to its nor-
mal position and causes the lip 11 to enter
the slot 20, all of which has been described
and is shown in the drawings, partiecularly in
Fig. 2.
It will be observed that by the above-de-
scribed construction- the object of my inven-
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tion is adeguately fulfilled; and that the door
may beé made to engage the holder with any
degree of force and without hurting the same.
The degree of force with which the door may
engage the holder is only limited by the ca-
pabilities of the door and building of with-
standing theshock. Inotherwords,theholder
is not affected in the least degree by thisop-
eration of the door, which may continue with-
out affecting any part of the holder except-
ing the lever, which is oscillated as explained
by its éengagement with the door.

While I bave described the:invention in
connection with a door, it will be understood
that this is not the only use to which it may
be put; for, as would be inferred from the
title of the invention, it is applicable to win-
dow-shutters, and 'may be used in this con-
nection with results equally as advantageous
as those attending its use with doors.

Having described the invention, I claii—

A door or shutter holder, comprising a base
plate, having an oblong socket with a straight
front wall and & solid rear wall and previded
at the rear wall with an angulaily disposed
cylindrical - seat, a substantially - L - shaped
latch lever pivoted at one énd in the socket
adjacent tothe front wall and béaring againss
the same to limit its forwatrd movement,said
latch lever being provided at its front end
with an inwardly exiending flange; and hav-
ing at the rear of its angle a cylindrieal seat
arranged in aliunment with the seat of ‘che
spring having 1ts end portlons arranged in
said seats and having its cehtral portlon ex-
posed, to enable it to be readily detached and
replaced without disconnecting the lateh le-
verand the base plate, anda keeper designed

55

65

65

7¢

75

8o.

85

Qo

to be secuted to the free edge of a dom or -

shutter and arranged to fit ava,mst the inner
face of the outer arm of the latcll lever and
to receive in its opening the flange théreof,
whereby the lateh lever is i‘nterlocke’d with
the keeper and the spring is relieved of strain
when the shutter or door i$ secured, substan-
tially as described.

In téstimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my swnature in
the presetice of two withesses.

CHAS. WILLIAM BLACKBURN

Witnesses:

PETER MURPHY,
CHAS, 'W. SMALL.
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