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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. 111 Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

L |:| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
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3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
claims 1-4, claim b referring to any one of claims 2-4, claims 6-7 referring
to any one of claims 1-4, and claims 6-7 which further refer to claim5 referring
to any one of claims 2-4

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
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|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Document 1: CD-ROM of the specification and drawings annexed to the
request of Japanese Utility Model Rpplication No. 31616/1993 (Laid-open
No. 83086/1994) (Takasago Electric Industry Co., Ltd.), 29 November 1994
(29.11.1994), claims 1, 3, 4; paragraphs [0003] to [0005], [0011] to
[0025]; fig. 1 to 11 (Family: none)

Claims are respectively classified into the following two inventions.

(Invention 1) claims 1-4, claim 5 referring to any one of claims 2-4,
claims 6-7 referring to any one of claims 1-4, and claims 6-7 which further
refer to claim 5 referring to any one of claims 2-4

Document 1 describes a "game system (prize emitting game machine)
which is provided with a plurality of game machines (a plurality of game
machine main bodies: game machines 2A and 2B) each of which offer a game,
and a prize dispensingmechanism (prize emitting device 1) which dispenses
prizes from among a plurality of physical prizes (prize 3), wherein the
prize dispensing mechanism dispenses the prizes if a prize condition
(prescribed condition) inat least anyoneof thepluralityof gamemachines
is satisfied." (see for example the description in [claim 1].), and thus
the invention according to claim 1 lacks novelty, in the 1ight of document
1, and therefore does not have a special technical feature.

However, the invention according to claim 2, which is dependent on
claiml, hasaspecial technical feature, namely "providedwith: aremaining
number information acquiring means which acquires remaining number
information indicating a remaining number of the prizes that can be
dispensed by the prize dispensing mechanism; and a change imparting means
which imparts a change to the progress of the game if the remaining number
information satisfies a change condition", and the invention according
to claim 3 which cites claim 2, the invention according to claim 4 which
cites claim 3, the invention according to claim 5 which cites any of
claims 2 to 4, and the invention according to claims 6 and 7 which further
cite claim 5 which cites any of claims 2 to 4 also have the same special
technical feature.

Further, in relation to the invention according to claims 6 and 7,
document 1 also describes an item, namely "the prize is accommodated
in a capsule-type container (spherical capsule), and is provided by means
of said capsule-type container™ and an item, namely "the prize dispensing
mechanism includes a rotating member (movable plate 14) which rotates
in such a way as to deliver the capsule-type containers one at a time,
the capsule-type containers being dispensed one at a time by way of the
rotation of the rotating member", said items being specified in claims
6 and 7 (see for example the descriptions in [claim 4] and in paragraph
[0021].), and therefore the invention according to claims 6 and 7 which
cite any of claims 1 to 4 are also classified into Invention 1.

Consequently, the inventions of claims 1-4, the invention of claim
5 referring toanyone of claims 2-4, the inventions of claims 6-7 referring
to any one of claims 1-4, and the inventions of claims 6-7 which further
refer to claim 5 referring to any one of claims 2-4 are classified into
Invention 1.

(Invention2) claimb referring toclaiml, and claims 6-7 which further
refer to claim 5 referring to claim 1

It is not considered that the invention of claim 5 referring to claim
1 has a special technical feature same as or corresponding to the invention
of claim 2 which is classified into Invention 1.

(Continued to next extra sheet)

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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Further, theinventionaccordingtoclaimb is dependent onthe invention
according to claim 1, classified into Invention 1, but the technical
features in claim 5 that are additional to those in claim 1, namely
"orovided with: a data storing means which stores prize information data
in which prize information for identifying each prize is described; and
a progress changing means which imparts a change to the progress of the
game when a progress change condition is satisfied; wherein an IC chip
on which the prize information is recorded is provided in each prize,
the prize information corresponding to each prize that has been emitted
by the plurality of game machines is described in the prize information
data, a reader which acquires the prize information on the IC chip is
provided in each game machine, and the progress change condition is
satisfied when, on the basis of the prize information data, the prizes
corresponding to the prize information that has been acquired by way
of the readers, by each game machine, have been dispensed by the prize
dispensing mechanism shared by the game machines, " has a low technical
relationship with the technical features of claim 1, namely a "game system
which is provided with a plurality of game machines, each of which offer
a game, and a prize dispensing mechanism which dispenses prizes from
among a plurality of physical prizes, wherein the prize dispensing
mechanism dispenses the prizes if a prize condition in at least any one
of the plurality of game machines is satisfied."

Therefore, it is not considered that the invention of claimb referring
to claim 1 has an inventive relationship with claim 1.

In addition, the invention of claim 5 referring to claim 1 have no
relationship such that said invention is substantially same as or
equivalent to an invention of any claim classified into Invention 1.

Consequently, the invention of claim 5 referring to claim 1, and the
inventions of claims 6-7 which further refer to claim 5 referring to
claim 1 cannot be classified into Invention 1.

Then the invention according to claim 5 which cites claim 1 has a
special technical feature, namely "provided with: a data storing means
which stores prize information data in which prize information for
identifying each prize is described; and a progress changing means which
imparts a change to theprogressof the game when aprogress change condition
is satisfied; whereinan IC chiponwhich the prize information is recorded
is provided in each prize, the prize information corresponding to each
prize that has been emitted by the plurality of game machines is described
intheprizeinformationdata, areaderwhichacquires theprize information
on the IC chip is provided in each game machine, and the progress change
condition is satisfied when, on the basis of the prize information data,
the prizes corresponding to the prize information that has been acquired
by way of the readers, by each game machine, have been dispensed by the
prize dispensing mechanism sharedby the game machines, ", and is therefore
classified into Invention 2.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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