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To all whom, it may conceri. 
Be it known that , LEON L. MARX, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Monroe, in the parish of Ouachita and State 
of Louisiana, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Protective Coverings for 
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tooth brush. 
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Tooth-Brushes, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention relates to protective cover 

ings for tooth brushes and other similar 
simall brushes, such as nail brushes and the 
like, and it has for its object to produce a 
sin ple, neat and efficient covering which 
may be readily applied or detached without 
possibility of injuring the bristles. 
A further object of the invention is to 

produce a device of the character described 
laying an absorbent lining which may be 
quickly replaced with a fresh one at a 
trifling expense. r 
With these and other ends in view which 

will readily appear as the nature of the in 
vention is better understood, the same con 
sists in the improved construction and novel 
aurangement and combination of parts 
which will be hereinafter fully described 
and particularly pointed out in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawing has been 
illustrated a simple and preferred form of 
the invention, it being, however, understood 
that no limitation is necessarily made to the 
precise structural details therein exhibited, 
but that changes, alterations and modifica 
tions within the scope of the claims may be 
resorted to when desired. 
In the drawing.-Figure 1 is a perspec 

tive view showing the device applied to a 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view 

showing the device open for the reception 
of the brush. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sec 
tional view of the device as shown in Fig. 1 
applied to a tooth brush. Fig. 4 is a trans 
verse sectional view taken on the line 4-4 
in Fig. 3. 
Corresponding parts in the several figures 

are denoted by like characters of reference. 
The improved protecting device consists 

6f a small oblong casing A of suitable shape 
and dimensions to accommodate the head of 
the brush in connection with which it is in 
tended to be used. Said casing, which may 
be constructed of sheet metal, celluloid, 
hard rubber or any other suitable material, 

55 is longitudinally divided to form two simi 
larly shaped halves or members l, 1 which 

are connected together at their rear edges 
by a hinge 2. The members 1, 1, when 
folded or closed together, may be connected 
by means of a clasp 3 hingedly connected 
with one of the members and adapted to en 
gage a stud or button 4 upon the other 
member. A spring clasp of ordinary con 
struction may be substituted for the hingedly 
Supported clasp 3, if desired. The side 
members 1, 1 are provided adjacent to their 
oliter or front edges with inturned flanges 5 
adapted to receive the edges of a small sheet 
of biotting paper 5, or other porous mate 
rial, which may be thereby retained in posi 
tion within the casing, said sheet lying ad 
jacent to the inner faces of the members 1, 1. 
The side members 1, 1 are provided with 

end walls 6 and 7 of which those numbered 
6 will for convenience be described as being 
located at the upper end, and those num 
bered 7 at the lower end. The end walls 6 
at the upper end of the casing are provided 
with notches 8 for the passage of the handle 
of the toothbrush. Semi-circular flanges 9, 
secured upon and extending upwardly from 
the upper end walls 6, slightly spaced from 
and concentric with the notches 8, are pro 
vided at their upper ends with inturned lips 
10 serving to retain in position bits of sponge 
or other absorbent material 11 which are 
placed adjacent to the inner faces of the 
flanges 9, said bits of absorbent material be 
ing retained between the lips 10 and the 
outer faces of the end walls 6. The front 
or outer edges of the flanges 9 are preferably 
made to aline with the front edges of the 
side members of the casing, and said flanges, 
when the casing is closed, will coöperate to 
form a neck portion that will engage a por 
tion of the handle of the brush, the head of 
which is accommodated within the casing, 
and assuming that the bristles of the brush 
are wet when placed within the casing, the 
absorbent material 11 will take up any mois 
ture running along the handle. Moisture 
contained in the bristles will also be ab 
sorbed by the absorbent sheet 5' within the casing. . 
As will be seen from the foregoing descrip 

tion, I have provided a very simple and in 
expensive protective covering for tooth 
brushes and the like which is not only of 
such a nature that it will protect the bristles 
of the brush from dust and other impuri 
ties and from being broken or injured if the 
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brush should be packed with other toilet 
articles, but said protecting device will also 
protect other articles that may be packed 
along with the brush from injury in case 
the bristles should be wet. The device is 
also absolutely clean and sanitary, and the 
absorbent sheet 5', as well as the bits of 
sponge or other absorbent material 11, may 
be removed as often as may be required. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new, is:- 

1. A tooth brush cover consisting of a 
casing having hingedly connected side men 
bers provided with notched end walls, semi 
cylindrical flanges on said end walls adja 
cent to the notches and having terminal lips, 
and absorbent material confined between the 
end walls and the lipped flanges to engage 
the handle of the brush, the notches of the 
end walls being disposed opposite each other 
to engage the brush handle when the casing 
is closed. 

2. A toothbrush cover consisting of a 
casing comprising hingedly connected con 
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taining members provided on their free sides 
with inturned flanges, and a sheet of ab 
sorbent material engaged and retained by 
said flanges and covering the interior of said 
members. 

3. A tooth brush cover consisting of a 
casing comprising hingedly connected con 
taining members provided at their free side 
edges with inturned flanges, said side mem 
bers having end walls provided with notches, 
lipped flanges adjacent to said notches anc 
combining to constitute a neck engaging the 
handle of the brush, bits of absorbent mate 
rial within said neck, and a sheet of ab 
sorbent material within the casing having its 
side edges engaged and retained by the in 
turned flanges, and means for connecting the 
free edges of the side members. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

LEON L. MARX. 
Witnesses: 

J. H. SANDERs, 
J. T. ForMAR, 
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