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5. Clalms

This invention relates to sign postlng hammers,
and has for its object the production of a simple
and efficient sign posting hammer which will
enable the sign poster to place the sign in g high
position on walls, trees, and buildings, from a
standing position on the ground without the ne-
cessity of employing a ladder or otber means upon
which he may stand.

Another object of this invention is the produo-
tion of a simple-and efficient sign posting ham-
mer, which is provided with means for engaging
a sign and facilitating the elevation of the sign
to the desired position high upon'a suitable sup-
port, and then releasing a spring actuated hami-
mer for the purpose of driving a supporting tack,
najl, or other fastening means. o

A further object of this invention is the pro-
duction of & simple and efficient hammer particu-
larly adapted for use in posting signs, which con-
sists -of a minimum number of parts, is-efficient
in operation, and is inexpensive in maintenance.

‘With these and other objects in view, this in-
vention consists in certain novel constructlons
combinations and arrangements of -parts as will
be hereinafter fully described and clalmed

In the drawing:— - :

F1gure 1 is a side elevation of the improved
hammer, certain parts thereof being- shown in
longltudmal section; :

“Figure 2is-a front elevatmn of the 1mproved

hammer;
" Figure 3 is'a detall perspectlve view of the up-
per end of the hammer, showing the manner in
which g sign is supported by the s1gn engagmg
clip;

Figure 4 is a- vertical sect1onal view taken
through the hammer-arm, its support and sprmg
‘actuating means therefor; -

Figure 5 is a section taken on hne 5—-—5 of Fig-
ure 4; and

Figure 6 is a sectmn taken on lme 6—6 of
Figure 5.

By referring to the drawmg, it w111 be seen that
1 designates the elongated shank of a hammer
which may be of material length, preferably any-
where from 4 to 8 feet long, this shank constitut-

‘ing the stock of the hammer, - The shank or stock

1. is providéd with a longitudinally extending
channel 2 upon its front face within which longi-

-tudinally extending channel 2 is slidably mount-
ed the trigger rod 3, the trigger rod being guided .

through. the guide plate-4,-as shown clearly in

_Figure 2. A coil spring 5 is carried by the trigger

rod-3, and is adapted. to urge the trigger rod 3
in a-direction toward the outer end of the ham-

.mer, The inner.end of the trigger rod 3 is provid-

ed with an aperture .6 through. which -extends
the projecting finger 7 of the pivoted trigger 8.
An actuating knob 9 is carried by the:lower end
of the trigger: 8, as. shown clearly in Figure 1,
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the knob 9 being constructed in any su1table or
desired manner and being adapted to be depressed
for pulling downwardly upon the trigger rod 3
‘and . facmtatlng the releasing of the trigger rod
3 from the hammer arm hereinafter. described.

The knob 9 is-adapted to work- within the lower .

end of the longitudinally extended oha,nnel 2 of
the shank or stock 1.

Mounted in any suitable or desued manner
near the upper end of the stock or shank 1 is a
lock casing 10, having an outer plate 11-and an
inner plate 12, these plates 11-and 12 being prop-
erly spaced by means of ‘the transverse spacing
plates 13 and 14. The plates 11 and-12-are held
together By suitabie connecting screws 15.  The
outer plate 11 may also be secured to the outer
face of the stock and preferably flush therewith
by means of suitable fastening screws 16. - -

Pivetally mounted between the plates 11 and
12 is a - hammer arm 17 ‘Wwhich is carried upon-a
pintle member 18, the hammer arm 17 being
mounted upon the rectangular shank 19 of the
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plmle member 18, and a washer or-other suitable

“spacing means 20 being also -mounted upon the
rectangular shank 19 intermediate the plate 12
and the hammer arm 17; as shown in Figure 5.
A -spiral coil spring 21 is secured at one end to
the pintle member 18,  the opposite end of the
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spiral coil spring 21 being anchored upon & suit- '

able pin 22,-as shown in Figure 4. The hammer
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arm 17'is provided with a rectangular aperture ...

23 for fitting over the rectangular shank 19,:in

order that the arm 17 may be-anchored or keyed ’

“upon the rectangular shank 19.
. The hammer arm 17 is provided upon one edge

thereof with a trigger rod receivirig notch 24 .-

for the purpose of receiving the inner end of the
trigger rod' 3, and holding the hammer arm 17

“in a cocked position. A suifable eye 25 is also
carried by the hammer arm 17 near its outer end

for the purpose of permitting an- .operator to
easily grip and-swing the hammer arm 17.toa
cocked' position. A cord 26 ~may:be con-
nected . to -this eye 25,

hammer: arm 17,
erably of a magnetic type, is carried by the outer
end of the hammer -arm. 17-and the outer end
-of the shank or stock 1 is prov1ded with. a ham-
mer head receiving aperfure 28 into which the
hammer head is. adapted to move for the pur-
pose of driving a-tack.. A tack 29 may be secured

to the outer end of the hammer head, the ham-.

mer head 27 being magnetized, and as soon as the

trigger rod 3 .is released from the hammer arm’
17, the coil spring 21 will cause the hammer head -

27 to be driven mto the: aperture 28 as shown
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if desired, ;for the
purpose of. facilitating. the operation of the.
The hammer head 27, pref-:..
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in dotted lines in Figure 1, for the - purpose of -

'drlvmg the tack 29 intd a support.

.. 'The. shank or stock 1 is prowded w1th an en-
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larged head 33 near its upper end and upon the
inner face of the head 33 are secured a plurality
of spring clips 34 for the purpose of fitting over
the upper edge of a suitable sign 35 and effi-
ciently supporting the sign in position for re-
ceiving the tack 29 as it is driven. Upon either
side of the head 33, as shown in Figure 3, are
mounted pointed wire spurs 36 for the purpose of
facilitating the straightening out of fabric signs,
or the moving of a sign to a proper position after
the first nail or tack has been driven. These
spurs 36 preferably diverge outwardly at their
terminals, as shown clearly in Figures 2 and 3,
in order to facilitate the gripping of a sign for
moving the sign to a proper position, such for
instance as straightening the sign after the first
tack has been driven.

From the foregoing descnptlon it will be seen
that a very simple and efficient sign posting ham-
mer has been provided of an elongated type,
whereby an operator may stand on the ground
level and reach up to a high position for the pur-

-pose of tacking a sign to a support at a sufficient

height to prevent the sign from being torn down
or otherwise injured by mischievous parties. The
construction of the hammer will permit the sign
to be posted without the necessity of the opsrator
climbing upon a ladder or other elevating sup-
port.

In operation, it will be seen that the sign 35
is placed under the clips 34 and the hammer is
raised to-the desired point where the sign is
to be posted and merely by pressing the knob 9,
the rod 3 will be pulled downwardly against the
pressure of the spring 5, thereby releasing the
upper end of the red 3 from the notch 24 of the
arm 17 by causing the upper end of the rod to
slide downwardly through the plate 14. As soon
as the arm- 17 is released, the coil spring 21 will

_cause the arm 17 to rapidly swing upon its pivot
pintle 18, and this will drive the hammer head 27

through the aperture 28 and cause the tack 29

-to_be inserted through the upper edge of the

sign 35 and into a support whereupon the ham-

‘mer may be raised slightly for withdrawing the

clips 34 from the edge of the sign and the sign
may be gripped by the spurs 36 for straighten-
ing after a further tack has been secured to the
hammer head 27 and other tacks inserted through
the sign and into the support.

From the foregoing description, it will be seen
that a very simple and efficient means has been
provided in the nature of a sign posting hammer
which will be efficient in operation, cheap in con-

‘struetion, and which will not be likely to get out
~of order.

Furthermore, the provision of a simple
structure as provided, will enable a sign poster

‘to properly place a sign at a proper height out
‘of reach of unauthorized parties and will also
-permit the sign poster to efficiently secure or at-
_tach the sign to a support without the necessity

of requiring a ladder or other support for this
purpose.

It should be understood that certain detail
changes in the mechanical structure may be em-
ployed without departing from the spirit of the
invention so long as these changes fall within
the scope of the appended claims.

Having described the invention, what
claimed as new is:— ) :

1. A sign posting hammer of the class described
comprising an elongated shank, a frigger rod
carried by said shank, a hammer arm pivotally
mounted upon said shank, 'a ‘coil spring for
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swinging said haminér arm from a cocked to &
driving position, said hammer arm heing pro-
vided with a notch formed therein for receiving
the upper end of said trigger rod for permitiing
the holding of said hammer arm in a cocked po-
sition, a hammer head adapted to carry a tack
carried by the outer end of said hammer arm,
said shank being provided with a hammer head
receiving .opening near the outer end thereof,
and sign supporting means carried upon the
upper edge of said shank for supporting a sign
in the path of movement of said hammer head.

2. A sign posting hammer of the class described
comprising an elongated shank, a trigger rod car-
ried by said shank, a hammer arm pivotally
mounted upon said shank, a coil spring for swing-
ing said hammer arm from a cocked to a driv-
ing position, said hammer arm being provided
with a notch formed therein for recéiving the
upper end of said trigger rod for permitting the
holding of said hammer arm in a cocked posi-
tion, & hammer head adapted to carry a tack
carried oy the outer end of said hammer arm,
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said shank being provided with a hammer head .

receiving opening near the outer end thereof, &
plurality of spring clips formed upon the inner
face of said shank near the upper end thereof
and upon either side of said hammer head re-
ceiving opening for supporiing a sign in the path
of movement of said hammer head to permit the
driving of a tack through a sign supported by
said shank and into a support.

3. A sign posting. hammer -of the class de-
scribed comprising an elongated shank, a trigger
rod carried by said shank, a hammer arm pivot-
ally mounted within the shank and projecting
thelethrough spring means for swinging said
hammer arm from a cocked to a driving position,
said hammer arm being provided with means to
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be engaged by said trigger rod for permitting 115

the holding of said hammer arm . in a-cocked po-

sition, said spring means being mounted wholly

within said shank, said trlgger rod- being also

mounted within said shank whereby the oper-

ating parts will be completely shielded, and ham-
mer means carried by the outer end -of said arm.
4, A sign postlng hammer of - the class de-
scribed comprising a shank having a work-en-
gaging side, a power hammer carried by said.
shank, a plurality of flat sign. supporting clips
carried by the work- engagmg side of said shank
and extending in a direction from the top to-~
ward the bottom. ef the shank and.in a posmon
for supporting a sign in the path of movement

snugly against the work-engaging side -of- the
shank for preventing the clips from catching into
the support upon which a sign is to be mounted,
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-of said power hammer, said clips normally lying" 430

and a plurality of sign-engaging spurs-carried..
1

by said shank.

5. A sign posting hammer of the class de-
scribed comprising a shank having a work-en-
gaging side, a power hammer carried by said

shank, a plurality of sign-supporting clips tar-..-

ried by one side of said shank and in a position
for supporting a sign in the path of movement of
said power hammer, and a plurality of wire
sharpened spurs mounted upon either side of said
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shank near the upper edge and spaced inwardly:i,.

of the work-erigaging side thereof and also hav-

ing diverging outer extremities projecting later~

elly of said shank and arranged in the rear ‘of
said Work-engagmg face
JOHN E..~ARANT.:
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