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[57]

A patterned curtain panel is lengthwise pleated in
symmetry with a pattern on the panel by providing
hooking holes disposed symmetrically with the pattern
in a heading strip along the top edge of the panel.
Crosswise  contraction of the panel automatically

ABSTRACT

‘forms pleats in the same. By placing the hooking holes
so that alternate wide and narrow lengthwise sections

or strips of the panels are defined, crosswise contrac-
tion of the panel, for instance, by means of a pull
string, causes the wide sections to be pleated while the
narrow sections remain flat.

3 Claims, .5 Drawing Figures
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PATTERNED CURTAIN

This is a continuation of application Ser. No. 75,336,
filed Sept. 25, 1970 now abandoned.

This invention relates to a patterned curtain havmg
a carrying band or heading which is woven in or knitted
into and along one edge of the curtain, and more par-
ticularly to a curtain the heading of which has hooking
holes or loops for curtain hooks. The curtain itself is ei-
ther also woven or made in some other suitable man-
ner.

BACKGROUND

In order to set a curtain in vertical pleats in the cus-

tomary manner, the curtain, which is generally hung
from a curtain rod, is gathered or frilled in the region
of the previously sewn-on carrying band. This opera-
tion requires special skill and experience and is, for this
reason, generally undertaken by interior decorators.
For the inexperienced, the setting of uniform pleats in
a curtain presents considerable difficulties, especially
due to the width of the curtain panel, which has to be
taken into consideration. ,
- Ttis difficult to sew a 'separately manufactured carry-
ing band onto a patterned curtain to fit exactly so that
the spacing of the hooking holes or loops is completely
in accordance with the pattern of the curtain panel. As
a rule, upon sewing on, the curtain panel shifts in rela-
tion to the considerably more rigid carrying band, so
that accurate setting of the pleats so as to match the
pattern is not possible.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In order to produce a patterned curtain which can be
set each time even by inexperienced persons without
difficulty and with completely uniform pleats, or corre-
spondingly frilled or gathered in accordance with the
pattern of the curtain, the present invention provides
that the hooking holes or loops of the carrying band or
heading, which is woven or worked into the curtain are
spaced one from another in accordance with the pat-
tern spacing. :

The important advantage which.is thus achieved is
that the patterned curtain, before it is hung up, is set in
~ the desired pleats which are bound to match with the
pattern, as the hooking holes or loops are exactly posi-
tioned -in accordance with the repeat of the pattern.
This makes work considerably easier for the housewife,
and she does not have to employ an interior decorator
for the hanging-up and exact setting of the pleats of
new curtains thus saving the high costs charged by a
decorator. The curtain, already pleated, can then be
hung up on the curtain rod. The conformity of the
pleats of the curtain with its patterning brings about a
particularly striking effect.

It is also within the scope of the invention that sec-
tions of the carrying band with several hooking holes or
loops are arranged at a spacing from one another which
is smaller than the length of the sections. Each of these
sections is set in pleats, and the hooking holes or loops
thereof are each engaged with one curtain hook
thereby determining the hanging of the pleats. The part
of the curtain remaining in each case between two adja-
cent sections remains flat so that flat parts of the cur-
tain alternate with pleated parts. This special type of
pleating also takes into consideration the pattern which
is woven or knitted into the curtain. Because of the ar-
rangement of the hooking holes or loops, even an inex-
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periencd person can carry out the setting of the pleats
without difficulty, and in a very short time.

The woven-in or knitted-in carrying band or heading
is preferably arranged spaced apart from the respective
edge of the curtain panel. As a result, a small overhang
is formed which hides the curtain rod when the curtain
is hung and avoids a gap between the curtain and ceil-
ing, if desired.

It is further preferred that the woven-in or knitted-in
carrying band or heading has at least on pull thread by
means of which the curtain breadth can be drawn to-
gether to form pleats. Advantageously, two pull
threads, that is to say, one along each longitudinal edge
of the woven-in or knitted-in carrying band, are pro-
vided. These threads facilitate setting of the pleats of
the curtain, more especially the setting of the desired
pleats.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Two preferred embodiments of the present invention
are more fully described by way of example hereinafter
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 shows a curtain in the unpleated state;

FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of the curtain set in
pleats;

. FIG. 3 shows a further exemplification of a curtam in
the unpleated state;

FIG. 4 shows this curtain after setting the pleats; and

FIG. 5 shows a perspective view of part of this curtain
set in pleats.

The woven or otherwise produced curtain panel 1 in-
cludes a repeat pattern of parallel rows of decorations
2. At a spacing e from the edge 3 of the curtain panel
a carrying band or heading 4 preferably including a me-
andering reinforcing thread 5 is worked, for instance,
woven or knitted into the curtain panel or otherwise se-
cured to the curtain panel. This heading 4, as shown in
FIGS. 1 and 2, includes hooking holes 6 alternately in
wide spacings a and narrow spacings b one from an-
other. The locations of the holes correspond to the re-
peat pattern in that in each case a vertical and horizon-
tal row of pattern decorations 2 is placed in the center
between two adjacent hooking holes 6.

Due to the arrangement of the heading band 4 at the
spacing e from the edge 3, there is formed between the
upper edge of heading 4 and the edge 3 of the curtain
panel 1 a narrow strip 7 which, with a hung-up curtain,
forms an overhang.

Along each longitudinal edge of the heading is
worked in a pull string or thread 8. To form the pleats
in the curtain panel it is frilled or gathered by pulling
on these two pull threads. As a result, the wider spac-
ings a between two hooking holes & are shortened by .
pulling together the curtain panel so that in each case
one strip 11 with several adjacent pleats 9 is formed.
The narrower spacings b between two hooking holes 6,
as can be seen in FIG. 2, remain unpleated. Thus flat
strips 10 are formed between each two adjacent
pleated strips 11.

The hooking holes 6 of the curtain of the specific em-
bodiment according to FIGS. 3 to 5 are arranged in sec-
tions 12, which in each case, for example, include six
succeeding hooking holes 6 with the spacing ¢. These
sections 12 have the width d and alternate with nar-
rower sections having a width b. The decorations 2 of
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the pattern worked into the curtain panel are disposed
symmetrically with the sections.

No pull strings or threads are provided in the heading
of the curtain according to FIGS. 3 to 5.

Before hanging the curtain, it is gathered in each of 5

the wide sections 12 to produce several pleats 9 and
thus form a pleated strip. A hook 13 of a curtain pulley
14 is now threaded through the hooking holes 6 in strip
11 thereby holding the pleats 9 together. As it is now
evident, the pull threads 8 as are used in the exempli-
fied embodiment of FIGS. 1 and 2, are not necessary.

Between pleated strips 11 there remain flat surfaces

10 of the curtain, due to the narrow spacing b between
adjacent wide sections 12 as previously explained.

While the invention has been described in detail with

respect to certain now preferred examples and embodi-
ments of the invention, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art, after understanding the invention,
that various changes and modifications may be made
without departing from the spirit and scope of the in-
vention, and it is intended therefore, to cover all such
changes and modifications in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A curtain comprising:

a rectangular panel made of pliable matena.l and in-
cluding a repeat pattern in the form of a plurality
of spaced apart rows of decorations extending par-
allel to two opposite edges of the panel;
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a heading strip incorporated in the panel material
and extending parallel to a third edge of the panel
across the width thereof, said heading strip includ-
ing a plurality of lengthwise spaced hooking holes,
each of said holes being disposed intermediate two
adjacent rows of said decoration and grouped in
alternate sections of different width; and

pull means coacting. with the hooking holes the
length of said heading strip for crosswise contract-
ing said panel, actuation of said pull means con-
tracting the wide sections while leaving the narrow
section substantially flat, contraction of the wide
sections causing lengthwise pleating of the respec-
tive lengthwise panel portion, the spacing of the
rows of decorations and the spacing of the hooking
holes being so correlated that the decorations in
the flat sections and on the pleats in the pleated
sections are centered upon actuation of the pull
means.

2. The curtain according to claim 1 wherein said
hooking holes are grouped in alternate lengthwise sec-
tions of different width.

3. The curtain according to claim 1 wherein said pull
means comprises at least one continuous pull string ex-
tending across the length of the panel secured thereto
and having a pull portion protruding from one length-

wise edge of the panel.
* Xk kx Kk *k
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