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PARTITION MOUNTED CONTAINER
William S. Louchheim, Beverly Hills, Calif., assignor to
The Bobrick Corporation, Les Angeles, Calif., a cor-

poraticn of Delaware .
Filed May 18, 1964, Ser. No. 368,234

4 Claims. (CL 232—43.2)

This invention relates to a partition mounted container
and, more particularly, to a partition mounted container
adapted to be mounted in a relatively thin partition to
facilitate access to the interior of the container from both
sides of the partition.

It is well known to those skilled in the art that pre-
fabricated, relatively thin partitions are frequently uti-
lized as dividing walls between various types of enclosures
in washrooms and the like and, to facilitate the considera-

tion of the invention, it will be described as embodied .

in a variety of containers particularly adapted for use
in conjunction with such partitions.

In the past, it has been customary to treat such parti-
tions as conventional bearing wall structures and to
mount conventional containers on opposite sides of the
partitions. Consequently, the duplication of containers
adapted to identical use has hitherto been thought neces-
sary.

It is, therefore, an object of the invention to provide a
partition mounted container which is adapted to be
mounted in a corresponding opening extending through
the partition to facilitate the utilization thereof.

Obviously, the partition mounted container of the in-
vention can be fabricated in a wide variety of different
configurations and for a wide variety of different func-
tions, but it will be described hereinbelow as embodied
in a toilet seat cover dispenser and receptacle for cata-
menial devices.

Another object of my invention is the provision of a
partition mounted container which is characterized by
the provision of a first frame member adapted to be
mounted in operative relationship with an opening ex-
tending through the partition, the first frame member
having a receptacle mounted thereupon and supported
thereby within said opening, the interior of said receptacle
being accessible to both sides of the partition. There-
fore, the necessity for the utilization of two containers on
opposite sides of a partition is eliminated and it is pos-
sible to service both sides of the partition with a single
container.

Another object of the invention is the provision of a
container of the aforementioned character which has a
receptacle incorporating a removable portion adapted to
receive discarded catamenial devices, and which has
access openings in both sidés thereof adapted to facilitate
access to the interior of the removable portion of the
receptacle.

A further object of the invention is the provision of
a container for the reception of various types of articles
which is adapted to be mounted in a through-opening in
a partition and which incorporates a receptacle supported
from one side of said opening, said receptacle having
access openings in the opposite sides thereof to facilitate
access to the interior of the receptacle and the receptacle
being associated with frame members adapted to locate
it in said through-opening.

In the embodiment of the invention adapted for utiliza-

tion as a toilet seat cover dispenser, the receptacle in- .

corporates access openings in the opposite sides thereof
and a loading door adapted to facilitate the insertion of
toilet seat cover packages into the receptacle from the
loading door side.

Because of the relatively compact character of the
partition mounted containers of the invention, it is pos-
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2

sible to mount them in juxtaposition to each other in
adjacent openings in a partition to facilitate the sequential
or conjoint use of said containers from opposite sides of
the partition.

It is also contemplated that a single container be pro-
vided which will perform a plurality of functions, that is,
for instance, serve both as a receptacle for catamenial
devices and a toilet seat cover dispenser. Other objects
and advantages of the invention will be apparent from the
following specification and the accompanying drawings,
which are for the purpose of illustration only and in
which:

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of one side of a
partition showing a plurality of partition mounted con-
tainers of the invention mounted in corresponding
through-openings in a partition;

FIG. 2 is a vertical, sectional view taken on the broken
line 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary, sectional view
showing an alternate manner in which the partition
mounted containers of the invention may be mounted
in the associated partition;

FIG. 4 is an isometric fragmentary view illustrating
a partition mounted container adapted to receive dis-
carded catamenial devices;

FIG. 5 is a view of the container of FIG. 4 from the
opposite side thereof; '

FIG. 6 is an exploded view of certain of the compo-
nents of the container of FIGS. 4 and 5;

FIG. 7 is a vertical, sectional view taken on the broken
line 7-—7 of FIG. 4, with the removable portion of the
receptacle removed;

FIG. 8 is a vertical, sectional view of the removable
portion of the receptacle;

FIG. 9 is an enlarged, fragmentary sectional view of
an alternate embodiment of the partition mounted con-
tainer shown in fragmentary cross section; and

FIG. 10 is a fragmentary, partially sectional view of
a portion of another embodiment of the partition
mounted container of the invention.

Referring to the drawings and particularly to FIG. 1
thereof, I show a conventional stall partition 10 which is
adapted to be mounted upon supporting standards 12
to serve as a divider between various types of enclosures
such as those usually encountered in washrooms and the
like. - Such partitions may be fabricated from enamel-
coated pressed wood or from metal panels incorporating
a fibrous filler.

Mounted in through-openings 14 and 16, respectively,
are a toilet seat cover dispenser 20 and a receptacle 30
for catamenial devices constituting embodiments of the
partition mounted container of the invention. Of course,
the -through-openings 14 and 16 have dimensions cor-
responding closely to the dimensions of the containers
to be mounted therein so that a relatively snug affixation
of the containers in operative relationship to the asso-
ciated partition may be achieved.

The toilet seat cover dispenser 20 includes, as best
shown in FIG. 2 of the drawings, a substantially rectangu-
lar sheet metal receptacle 42, said receptacle having top
and bottom walls 44 and 46 and end walls 48, only one
of which is shown in the drawings. Operatively secured
in encompassing relationship with the receptacle 42 is a
first rectangular frame member 52, which is of right-
angular configuration and which has its inner legs 54
welded, or otherwise secured, to the corresponding ad-
jacent portions of the top and bottom walls 44 and 46
and the end walls 48.

Therefore, the receptacle 42 can be inserted in the
associated opening 14 and maintained in operative rela-
tionship therewith by locating the exposed legs 56 of the
first frame member 52 in overlying relationship with the
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portion of the partition 10 adjacent the opening 14.
Screws 58 or similar fasteners can then be driven through
corresponding openings in the exposed legs 56 to secure
the first frame member in operative relationship with the
partition 10. ’ i

A second frame member 62 is then disposed in en-
compassing relationship with the receptacle 42 on the
other side of the partition 10. The second frame mem-
ber 62 includes legs 64 located in the opening 14 and
exposed legs 66 overlying the partition 10 adjacent the
opening 14. Screws 58 receive the second frame member
62 in operative engagement with the partition 10.

It will be noted that, as best shown in FIG. 1 of the
drawings, the openings in the first and second frame
members may be laterally displaced with reference to each
other so that the innermost extremities of the screws
58 will not engage each other when the first and second
frame members are mounted in partitions of relatively
thin cross section. Of course, the openings may also be
aligned, if the thickness of the partition 10 is sufficient.

The receptacle is provided at the right-hand side there-
of, as best shown in FIG. 2 of the drawings, with side
wall 70 incorporating an access opening 72 and welded,
or otherwise secured, to adjacent surfaces of the interior
of the receptacle 42 by means of integral flanges 74.
Hingedly secured at the left-hand side of the receptacle
42, as by means of a hinge 76, is an access or loading
door 78 which incorporates an access opening 82, and a
lock 84 having a bolt 86 engageable with a keeper 88 in
the interior of the receptacle 42.

Therefore, access may be had to the interior of the
toilet seat cover dispenser through the access openings
72 and 82, respectively. Incorporated in the interior of
the receptacle 42 are oppositely disposed leaf springs 94
which serve to urge packages of toilet seat covers, not
shown, disposed within the receptacle 42 adjacent the
side wall 70 and loading door 78 into contiguity to the
interior surfaces of said side wall 70 and loading door 78
to insure that the contents of said packages will be avail-
able to the users of the receptacle 42 through the access
openings 72 and 82.

An alternative expedient for mounting the toilet seat
cover dispenser 20 in' operative relationship with the
partition 10 is illustrated in FIG. 3 of the drawings where-
in the partition 10 is illustrated as incorporating a plurality
of bores 86 having threaded binding posts 88 mounted
therein adapted to receive correspondingly threaded fas-
tening screws 89 which are located in corresponding
countersunk openings in the frames 52’ and 62’. For
this purpose, and when the partitions are thick enough
so that the innermost extremities of the screws 58 would
not engage each other, the frame 62 is rotated 180° so
that the openings in the first and second frame members
52 and 62, if laterally displaced, will match each other.

A container 30 for catamenial devices is illustrated
in FIGS. 4-7 of the drawings as being mounted in a
through-opening 16 in the partition 10 and as being con-
stituted by a receptacle 100 which is of generally rectan-
gular configuration and includes a relatively narrow top
wall 102, a wider bottom wall 104, and end walls 106.
The end walls 106 taper at their upper extremities and
are substantially frustoconical in side elevation. Access
doors 108 are provided in access openings 112 to permit
catamenial devices to be deposited in the interior of the
container 30 from both sides thereof. ‘

The receptacle 100 includes a side wall 114 at the
left-hand side thereof, as viewed in FIG. 7 of the draw-
ings, and incorporates a removable portion 120 in the
general form of a rectangular box 122 which has a front
wall 124 incorporating a finger opening 126 adapted to
facilitate the grasping of the box 122 to permit it to be
removed with ease from the interior of the receptacle 100.
Therefore, when catamenial devices are deposited through
the access openings 112, they are received into the interior
of the box 122 in a paper sack, or similar bag, and the
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box 122 may be readily removed from operative relation-
ship with the receptacle 100 to permit it to be emptied
by removal of the sack.

Protrusions 128 are formed in the side walls of the
box 122 which act as friction elements to insure that the
box 122 will be firmly located within the confines of the
receptacle 100 and to prevent the box 122 from being
inadvertently dislodged from operative relationship with
the receptacle 100.

Welded, or otherwise operatively secured to the re-
ceptacle 100 in encompassing relationship therewith, is
a first frame member 130 which mounts the receptacle
100 in operative relationship ‘with the partition 10 by
means of mounting screws 132 located in corresponding
openings in the first frame member 120. Also associated
with the receptacle 100 is a second frame member 140
which encompasses the opposite side of the receptacle
160 and is correspondingly secured in operative relation-
ship with the partition 10 by the utilization of screws
132. The staggering of the screws 132 to permit them
to be utilized in relatively thin partitions is illustrated

. in FIG. 7 of the drawings.
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Operatively secured to the top wall 102 .within the
receptacle 100 are leaf springs 144 whose opposite ex-
tremities engage in the inner surfaces of the access doors
198 urging them outwardly so that the lower extremities
thereof continually bear upon adjacent portions of the
receptacle 100. Therefore, the access doors 108 are
maintained continuously. in closed positions but can be
readily deflected against the bias of the springs 144 to
permit access to be had to the interior of the receptacle
100. :

While the utilization of first and second frame mem-
bers to mount the containers of the invention in operative
relationship with the corresponding partitions has been
disclosed, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art
that alternative methods of mounting the containers of
the invention in operative relationship with the associated
partition may be utilized without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention.

Hlustrated in FIG. 9 of the drawings is another em-
bodiment of the container of the invention constituted
by a container 150 for catamenial devices which is similar
in all respects to the previously discussed container 30
with the modification that the container 150 is provided
with a top wall 152 of substantially the same dimensions
as the bottom wall of the receptacle 154 in which it is
embodied. Therefore, instead of providing side walls
having tapered upper extremities, the side walls 156 of
the receptacle 154 are substantially rectangular and the
access doors 158 are disposed in vertical positions.

Still another modification of the container of the in-
vention is illustrated in FIG. 10 of the drawings wherein
a container 160 for catamenial devices is shown as em-
bodied in a receptacle 162 having an extension provided
on its top wall which constitutes a shelf 164 which may be
utilized for a variety of different purposes.

There is thus provided by my invention a container
adapted to be mounted in a through opening in a parti-
tion and to serve individuals on both sides of the parti-
tion. Therefore, the necessity for the utilization of sep-
arate containers, as has been previously necessary, has
been eliminated by my invention. In addition, it is pos-
sible to service the containers from one side of the parti-
tion thus reducing by half the time customarily entailed
in the servicing of conventional partition mounted con-
tainers.

Moreover, the first and second frame members permit
the containers of the invention to be installed in partitions
of different thicknesses.

I claim:

1. In a partition mounted container for location in
an opening formed in a relatively thin partition, the com-
bination of: a box-like receptacle having a substantially
enclosed, hollow interior, said receptacle being formed by
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horizontal, transversely extending top and bottom walls
and vertical, transversely extending end walls with ver-
tically extending sidewalls connected to the transverse
extremities of the top and bottom and end walls, the side-
walls being of substantially equal dimensions and being
positioned by the top and bottom and end walls substan-
tially transversely aligned, said receptacle being mounted
with said top and bottom and end walls extending trans-
versely through the partition opening and transversely
beyond the sides of the partition, said receptacle sidewalls
being spaced transversely outwardly of said partition sides
and thereby fully exposed; frame means operably com-
nected between said receptacle and said partition for sup-
porting said receptacle in said mounted position extending
through said partition opening, said frame means includ-
ing first and second frame members, said first frame mem-
ber having a leg secured to said receptacle within said
partition opening and a leg overlying one of said partition
sides, said second frame member having a leg slidably
engaged with said receptacle within said partition open-
ing and a leg overlying the other of said partition sides;
access opening means formed through each of said re-
ceptacle sidewalls ai upper portions of said sidewalls and
providing access to said receptacle interior, said access
opening means of one sidewall being substantially trans-
versely aligned with the access opening means of said
other sidewall, said lower portions of said receptacle side-
walls normally being closed and being substantially free
of access to said recptacle interior; and servicing means
forming at least a part of one of said receptacle sidewalls
selectively operable for opening at least a part of said
one sidewall to provide servicing access to said receptacle
interior.

2. In a partition mounted container as defined in claim
1, in which said access opening means is a permanent
opening formed through the upper portions of each of
said receptacle sidewalls, the opening being transversely
aligned and substantially identical.

3. In a partition mounted container as defined in claim
1, in which said access opening means includes a hingedly
mounted access door on each of said receptacle sidewalls
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normally closing access openings through the sidewall
upper portions, said doors and openings being substan-
tially transversely aligned, resilient means operably con-
nected to said doors normally retaining said doors in
closed position substantially closing said openings, and
said doors being selectively movable to open positions
providing access to said receptacle interior upon the ex-
ertion of slight inward pressure thereagainst.

4. In a paration mounted container as defined in claim
1, in which said access opening means includes a hingedly
mounted access door on each of said receptacle sidewalls
normally closing access openings through the sidewall
upper portions, said doors and openings being substantial-
ly transversely aligned, resilient means operably connected
to said doors normally retaining said doors in closed posi-
tion substantially closing said openings, and said doors
being selectively movable to open positions providing
access to said receptacle interior upon the exertion of
slight inward pressure thereagainst; and in which said
servicing means includes an upwardly opening box slida-
ble transversely through an opening in one of the con-
tainer sidewall lower portions into and from said recepta-
cle interior, said box having a sidewall closing the open-
ing through said receptacle sidewall lower portion when
said box is slid transversely into said receptacle interior,
and means operably connected between said box and said
receptacle for normally retaining said box in said recepta-
cle.
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