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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a gas discharge tube (100) com-
prising a hermetically sealed container (1) filled with a gas, an
anode unit (4) arranged within the hermetically sealed container
(1), a cathode unit (7) arranged in the hermetically sealed con-
tainer (1) apart from the anode unit (4) for generating an electri-
cal discharge between itself and the anode unit (4), and a con-
ductive discharge channel-limiting unit (6) interposed between
the anode unit (4) and the cathode unit (7) for narrowing the
discharge channel. By further comprising a cathode unit cover
(8) made of ceramic which surrounds the cathode unit (7) while
having an opening (8d) at least on the electron emission side,
heat retention in the cathode unit (7) is improved by such a cath-
ode unit cover (8) and the temperature of the cathode unit (7)
can be maintained easily, thereby decreasing the power con-
sumption.
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