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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that we, JosEPH. BOOTH SKIFF 

and CHARLEs JACOB WESTPHALL, citizens of 
the United States, the former residing at 
Clinton, in the county of Clinton and State 
of Iowa, and the latter residing at Portland, 
in the county of Multnomah and State of 
Oregon, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Fence-Posts, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 

This invention relates to certain new and 
useful improvements in fence posts, the ob 
ject being to provide a metal post with 
means for anchoring the same whereby the 
post can be placed in the desired position 
and secured without digging a hole to re 
ceive the same. 
Another object of our invention is to pro 

vide a post with an auger which is adapted 
to be forced into the ground in such a man 
ner that the post will be held firmly without 
any danger of yielding in any way when 
subjected to any great strain. 
Another object of our invention is to pro 

vide a post proper with a depending bar car 
rying an auger forming a shank for the 
auger, on which is slidably mounted a sec 
ond auger having the same pitch as the 
fixed auger, so that the augers will travel in 
the same path when being forced into the 
ground, and by this construction the upper 
auger can be adjusted so that the same will 
embed itself in the ground any distance de 
sired. 
A still further object of our invention is 

to provide a post having wire receiving 
members, whereby the fence wire can be 
readily attached thereto, or removed there 
from. 
With these objects in view, the invention 

consists in the novel features of construction, 
combination and arrangement of parts, here 
inafter fully described and pointed out in 
the claims. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of our im 
proved fence posts. Fig. 2 is a detail ver 
tical section. Fig. 3 is a horizontal Section 

taken on line 3-3 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a sec 
tion taken on line 4-4 of Fig. 1. And Fig. 
5 is a top plan view of a modified form of 
post proper. 
In carrying out our invention we employ 

a semi-circular body A, which forms the post 
proper, and is preferably formed of some suit 
able sheet metal having side flanges A, A, 
the flanges A' being provided with integral 
depending tongues B formed by pushing the 
same outwardly from the flanges, and the 
flange A* is provided with similar shaped 
tongues C oppositely arranged in such a 
manner that when one of the fence wires are 
forced under the opposing tongues, and the 
tongues bent downwardly on the Same, the 
wire will be held in such a manner that it 
cannot move up or down. 
The body A is provided with lugs D ex 

tending downwardly from its bottom adapted 
to be secured in openings formed in the disk 
shaped base F, which is provided with a 
central upwardly projecting portion having 
a threaded bore in which is secured the 
threaded upper end G' of a shank G, by 
nuts as clearly shown so as to securely fasten 
the shank to the disk. The lower end of the 
shank G, is pointed as shown at G' and fixed 
on the shank adjacent the point is an auger 
H comprising a pair of blades arranged in 
such a manner that when the shank is turned 
they will embed themselves in the ground 
so as to securely lock the shank therein. The 
shank is preferably formed Square on which 
is slidably mounted the hub I' of an auger I, 
having similar shaped blades of the same 
pitch as the auger H, so that the blades will 
travel in the path of the blades of the auger 
H when the same is forced into the ground, 
and by forming the hub with a square open 
ing to receive the shank, the auger I will be 
rotated when the shank is rotated. By 
mounting the auger I on the shank in this 
manner the same can be moved up and down 
so as to adjust the same in order to cause the 
auger to embed itself into the ground the 
desired distance. 
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In the modification shown in Fig. 5, we 
show a post J, having a body formed of two 
sections bolted together as clearly shown. 
What we claim is:- 
1. A fence post comprising a semi-circular 

body provided with a base, a shank carried 
by Said base and a fixed, and a movable 
auge carried by said shank. 

2. A fence post comprising a base, a post 
proper mounted on said base, a shank fixed 
to said base provided with a pointed end, an 
auger fixed on Said shank, and a second 
auger slidably mounted on said shank. 

3. A fence comprising a base, provided 
with openings, a semi-circular shaped post 
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provided with lugs adapted to be secured in 
said opening, a shank carried by said base, 
and a fixed and a movable auger mounted 
upon said shank having the same pitch. 

JOSEPHBOOTH SKIFF, 
CHARLES JACOB WESTPHAI, 

Witnesses to Joseph Booth Skiff's signa 
ture : m 

J. C. FEDDERSEN, 
GIDEON PARENT. 

Witnesses to Charles Jacob Westphall's 
signature: 

C. M. THOMASON, 
J. C. KUNS. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 


