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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A decorative tile including a transparent body with a
smooth outer surface and an embossed or crinkled back-
ing visible through the outer surface but spaced there-
from so as to give the tile a visible, three-dimensional
effect.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This application is a continuation-in-part of application
Ser. No. 877,295, filed Nov. 17, 1969, now abandoned.
Decorative tiles, and particularly tiles, available generally
at this time are usually either metal tile or opaque plastic
tile. Metal tiles, most often stainless steel or aluminum,
are generally provided with a “brushed” dull finish. Plas-
tic tiles are available in many colors or are vari-colored
but the coloring is wvisible only at the outer surface.

The tiles of the present invention show a design or
pattern spaced from and visible through a planar outer
surface and, therefore, all three dimensions are visible for
improved appearance.

Preferably, the portion of the tile comprising the design
is of itself three-dimensional.

Other objects and advantages of the present invention
will become apparent from the following specification and
accompanying drawings wherein—

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a wall tile embodying
the features of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a partial sectional view of the tile illustrated
in FIG. 1; and

FIG. 3 is partial view of an alternate embodiment of
the invention.

Referring now to the drawings for a specific example
of my invention, a wall tile, shown generally at 10, in-
cludes a transparent plastic main body portion 12 having
a smooth, planar, planar front face 14. The edges of the
body portion 12 are bevelled as at 16 to form a rear
recess 18, the bevelled edges 16 being formed of the
same material and having the same thickness as the body
portion 12.
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In the preferred embodiment, an opaque decorative
portion 20 is in the form of a backing foil which may be
crinkled as shown at 22 or embossed as shown at 24.
Obviously, any regular or irregular design may be utilized
and the foil itself may be of any color. Alternately, the
decorative foil may be silvery and the transparent main
body portion 12 may be any desired color.

The decorative portion may be secured to the back of
the main body portion by cementing, the only require-
ment being that a cement be chosen which will not etch
or discolor the back surface of the portion 12.

Although the above described embodiment is preferred,
it has been found that the three-dimensional effect can be
achieved, though not quite as satisfactorily, by embossing
a design on the back face of the transparent body portion.
The embossed design additionally may be coated or vac-
uum metalized for heightened three-dimensional effect.

With the design being on the back of the tile, visible
through the transparent body portion, the front face of
the body portion may be a planar surface which may be
easily wiped clean and which will stay clean for a longer
time than would a surface having a design embossed
thereon,

What is claimed is:

1. A decorative wall tile comprising a thin main body
portion, said body portion being transparent and having
a smooth, flat front face, said body portion having pe-
ripheral edges having the same thickness as the body
portion and beveled rearwardly to form a rear recess of
substantially the same area as the fromnt face, and an
opaque decorative portion covering substantially all of
the recessed area, said decorative portion being visible
through the front face.

2. A wall tile according to claim 1, wherein said dec-
orative portion is separate from said body portion and
secured to said body portion.

3. A wall tile according to claim 1 wherein said dec-
orative portion is an embossed design on said body por-
tion.
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