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To cult livion, it half concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM J. GROTEN 

HUIS, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and 
usefullmprovementsin Trousers-Hangers, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to that class of trou 

sers-hangers that is adapted to maintain the 
usual crease in the trousers-legs while holding 
them in a suspended position, and has par 
ticular relation to the means by which the 
trousers are grasped. 
The principal object of the invention is to 

provide a simple, economical, and efficient 
trousers-hanger. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a trousers-hanger with an extensible bar 
to assist in maintaining the usual crease, each 
end of the bar being provided with independ 
ent clamping mechanism, 
The invention consists principally in the 

combination of an extensible supporting-bar, 
means for holding it in its extended condi 
tion, and mechanism at each end of the bar 
for grasping the trousers-legs. 
The invention consists, further, in the com 

bination of an extensible supporting - bar 
made in two sections telescopically fitted to 
gether, means for holding such bar in its ex 
tended condition, and clamping mechanism 
at each end of the bar for grasping the trou 
SeS. 

The invention consists, further and finally, 
in the features, combinations, and details of 
construction and arrangement hereinafter 
described and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figurel is a 
side elevation of a trousers-hanger construct 
ed in accordance with these improvements; 
Fig. 2, a plan view of the same looking at it 
from below and showing in sectional view a 
pair of trousers-legs in engagement there 
with; Fig 3, a longitudinal sectional view of 
the trousers-hanger, showing a portion of a 
pair of trousers as they appear in suspended 
position; and Fig. 4, an elevation of the 
hanger. 
In the art to which this invention relates 

it is well known that trousers-hangers which 
are arranged to hold the trousers in suspend 
ed position by the leg portions and preserve 

the crease have largely replaced all other 
kinds of hangers; but it is also well known 
that this particular kind of hanger being 
generally made of two clamping-jaws has 
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some objections, in that the clamping-ja WS 
when made of metal are liable to rust the 
trousers and when made of wide pieces of 
wood are apt to cause a Wrinkle to appear at 
that portion at which it is clamped. This in 
vention, therefore, is intended primarily to 
provide a trousers-hanger of such construc 
tion and arrangement as will obviate the 
above-noted objections, tend to maintain the 
usual crease, and at the same time prevent the 
wrinkling of the legs of the trousers, all of : 
which will more fully hereinafter appear. . 
In constructing a trousers-hanger in accord 

ance with these improvements I make what 
I prefer to term a “supporting-bar,' which 
can be made in two or more pieces telescopic 
ally fitted together; but I prefer to make it of 
two wooden pieces a, and b, one of which has 
rigidly secured thereto a cylindrical shell c, 
in which the other part b is telescopically and 
movably fitted. It is desirable to provide 
means by which this extensible supporting 
bar may be kept in its extended condition, so 
that by the mechanism hereinafter described 
the legs of the trousers may be kept free from 
wrinkles and the usual crease maintained in 
an efficient manner. Many methods may be 
used for the purpose of holding this bar in 
its extended condition, but I prefer to use a 
helical spring d, which is inserted inside of 
the shell c and between the inner ends of the 
two portions of the extensible bar, as shown 
particularly in Fig. 3. This spring tends to 
hold the parts normally in their extended 
condition and permits them to be collapsed 
whenever desirable or necessaly, though it 
will be readily seen that the helical spring 
can be dispensed with and an ordinary set 
screw provided, which, however, would not 
be as efficient in operation. To provide means 
for grasping the trousers-legs, prevent wrin 
kling, and assist in maintaining the usual 
crease, each end of the bar is provided with 
a pair of pins e, preferably covered with rub 
ber or some fabric that will prevent the rust 
of the trousers. These pins are so arranged, 
as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, as to be within the 
trousers and at that point adjacent to the 
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crease, so that when the bar is extended they 
Smooth out all the Wrinkles and maintain the 
crease. A clamping-blockfis provided and 
suspended from each end of the supporting 
bar by means of the links g and outside of 
the holding-pins. A cam-lever his provided 
which may be raised to the position shown in 
Fig. 1, so as to permit the helical springs 
(shown in Fig. 3) to throw the blocks out 
Wardly and when dropped to the position 
shown in Fig. 3 will press the clamping-blocks 
in Wardly andlock the trousers-legs in engage 
ment with the holding-pins. These cam-le 
vers are preferably mounted upon spring 
platesi, which act to hold them with the de 
sired amount of tension in engagement with 
the clamping-blocks. These clamping-blocks 
are also grooved on their inner surfaces, as 
shown particularly in Fig. 2, so as to follow 
the contour of the pins and trousers for a 
short distance, and thus more effectually hold 
the parts in operative position. 

For the purpose of holding the trousers 
hanger in any desired position a wire hook le. 
is provided, bifurcated at its lower edge, 
which engages with perforations in the shell 
c,in which it is pivotally secured. This hook 
may be used to support the suspended trou 
sers-hanger on any hook, as may be found de 
sirable or necessary. 
As above suggested, one of the sections of 

the supporting-bar is immovably connected 
with the shell portion preferably by driving 
it into tight-fit engagement there with, while 
the other is movably engaged. . In order to 
permit this movable engagement, the shell is 
slotted, as shown at m in Fig. 1, so as to per 
mit a screw n to pass through the same and 
limit the longitudinal and rotary movements 
of the section of the bar, all of which will be 
appreciated by those skilled in the art. 
I claim 
1. In a trousers-hanger of the class described, 

the combination of an extensible supporting 
bar, means for holding the bar in its extend 
ed condition, and clamping mechanism at 
each end of the bar for grasping the trousers 
legs, substantially as described. 

2. In a trousers-hanger of the class described, 
the combination of an extensible supporting 
bar made in two sections telescopically fitted 
together, means for holding the bar in its ex 
tended condition, and clamping mechanism 
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at each end of the bar for grasping the trousers 
legs, substantially as described. 
3. In a trousers-hanger of the class described, 

an extensible supporting-bar, means for hold 
ing the bar in its extended condition, a pair 
of pins at each end of the bar adapted to be 
inserted within the trousers-legs, and means 
for clamping the trousers-legs against the pins, 
substantially as described. 
4. In a trousers-hanger of the class described, 

the combination of an extensible supporting 
bar made in at least two sections telescopic 
ally fitted together, a spring for holding the 
bar in its extended condition, a pair of pins 
arranged at each end of the bar and adapted 
to be inserted within the trousers-legs, and a 
clamping-block for grasping the trousers-legs 
between it and the pair of pins, substantially 
as described. 

5. In a trousers-hanger of the class described, 
the combination of an extensible bar made in 
two sections, a shell secured to one section 
and in which the other is slidingly mounted, 
a helical spring for holding the sections of the 
supporting-bar in their extended condition, a 
pair of pins at each end of the bar and adapt 
ed to be inserted within the trousers-legs, a 
clamping-block outside of each pair of pins 
for grasping the trousers between it and the 
pins, and lever mechanism for locking and 
unlocking the clamping-block, substantially 
as described. 

6. In a trousers-hanger of the class described, 
the combination of an extensible supporting 
bar made in at least two sections, a shell in 
which both of such sections is mounted and 
in which one is slidingly mounted, a helical 
spring between such sections to hold them in 
their extended condition, a pair of pins at 
each end of the supporting-bar adapted to be 
inserted within the trousers-legs for separat 
ing the same, a clamping-block outside of 
each pair of pins for grasping the trousers-legs 
between it and the pins, spring mechanism 
for throwing the clamping-blocks outwardly 
away from the pins, and lever mechanism Se 
cured to the bar for operating the clamping 
blocks, substantially as described. 

WILLIAM J. GROTENIUIS. 

Witnesses: 
THOMAS F. SHERIDAN, 
IIARRY IRWIN CROMER. 
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