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4 Claims. (CI.2-2) 
This invention relates to sporting equipment and more 

particularly to a protector for a batter. 
An object of the invention is to provide a safety device 

providing protection for a batter when he is standing at 
the plate awaiting a pitch from the pitcher on the mound. 
There are a number of protective devices for athletes and 
specifically, there are numerous protectors for baseball 
players. For instance, plastic helmets are used, shin 
guards for the catcher, a chest protector for the catcher, 
a mask also for the catcher, sliding pads and others which 
are less common. Yet, to date there has been no protec 
tion for the batter standing in the batter's box and await 
ing a pitch, which protection would be for the chest and 
lower part of the anatomy. Very serious injury can be 
caused by a pitch striking a batter in the region of a num 
ber of organs including the kidneys and heart. In fact, 
at least one death has occurred comparatively recently by 
a pitch striking a youthful baseball player in the region 
of the heart. The youth died before he could be carried 
off the baseball diamond. . . . . . . . . . . 
A protector in accordance with this invention provides 

protection for either the left or the right side of the batter 
depending on whether the batter is right-handed or left 
handed. A right-handed batter standing in the batter's 
box, if he is standing properly in accordance with reason 
ably accepted stances, will have his left arm elevated so 
that the portion of the arm between the elbow and the 
shoulder is away from the body, elbow rather high so 
that this portion of the arm is approximately horizontal. 
This leaves the under-arm portion of the left side of the 
right-handed batter exposed and vulnerable to wild and 
brush-off pitches. 
The protector in accordance with this invention is light 

weight and covers the above mentioned and described ex 
posed portion of the body of the baseball player when he 
is standing at the plate. Furthermore, the protector is so 
constructed that it extends approximately to the vertical 
center line of the batter and a little farther on both his 
front and rear sides covering the majority of the stomach 
area, the kidneys and other organs in the abdominal area. 
An important feature of the invention is that it is com 

pletely reversible for left-handed and right-handed bat 
ters. There is no necessity for a left-handed protector 
and a right-handed protector inasmuch as both left-hand 
ed and right-handed batters may use the protector with 
equal facility. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a batter standing 

at the plate awaiting a pitch and having one of the pro 
tectors as it should be worn. 
FIGURE 2 is a front view of the batter in FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the protector. 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional view taken on the line 4-4 

of FIGURE 3. 
In the accompanying drawings a baseball batter 10 is 

shown in FIGURE 1 with the bat awaiting a pitch. The 
batter is a right-handed batter and therefore the protector 
12 is arranged to protect the left side of the batter. The 
protector is constructed of a flexible panel 14 made of a 
resilient and flexible pad 18, for example sponge rubber, 
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rear of the shoulder. 

together with two coverings 20 and 22 which may be 
identical. The coverings are fastened to the front. and 
rear surfaces of pad 18 and are held united thereto pref 
erably by stitching. The stitching 24 may be in a quited 
pattern for strength of construction and for neatness of 
appearance. '... 
The panel may be considered as made of a number of 

portions in accordance with the positions on the body 
where they are worn. There is a first portion 26 which 
covers more than one-half of the chest, abdomen, stomach, 
etc. (FIGURE 2). This first portion has, when worn, an 
essentially horizontal lower edge 28, an essentially upright 
edge 30 connected at right angles to edge 28, and termi 
nating short of the top part of portion 26. Edge 30 con 
tinues as an arcuate edge 32 following along portion 26 
to the top of the shoulder. 
There is an intermediate portion 34 having indefinit 

boundaries with portions 26 and 36, the portion 36 being 
identical to portion 26 in construction and size as well as 
shape. Portion 34, portion 36 and portion 26 have a com 
mon lower edge 28. The portion 34 is adapted to fit be 
neath the under-arm of the batter and extends straight 
down to cover the vulnerable side of the batter as he 
stands in the batter's box (FIGURE 1). The upper edge 
40 of portion 34 is arcuate and continues upwardly to 
meet edges 42 and 46 of portions 48 and 50. The arcuate 
edge 40 forms an armhole through which the left arm 
of the right-handed batter 10 is passed. The portions 48 
and 50 are defined as the upper parts of portions 26 and 
36, namely those portions which fit over the front and 

Edges 42 and 46 are brought to 
gether and held in place on the top of the shoulder of 
the batter by means of straps 52 and 54 having buckles 
56 and 58. 
There are means, for instance adjustable straps 60 and 

62 attached to edges 30 and 31 of portions 26 and 36 
respectively. Fasteners, as snaps or hooks and eyes 61 or 
snaps are on straps 60 and 62 to fasten the ends together. 
As shown in FIGURE 2 these straps extend around the 
unprotected side of the batter and are quickly attached 
and detached to enable the protector to be slipped on and 
off very rapidly. . . . 
By having the protector symmetrical about a line ex 

tending from the bottom of the armhole to the center of 
edge 26, the protector is completely interchangeable by 
merely reversing it so that it may fit a left-handed batter 
or a right-handed batter with equal facility. - 

It is to be understood that various changes may b 
made herein without departing from the invention. For 
instance, the straps 52 and 54 may be substituted by other 
fasteners such as hooks and eyes, snaps or even a less 
practical slide fastener. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A protector for the chest, stomach, back and one 

side of a left-handed or right-handed hitting batter, said 
protector comprising a flexible panel which has a first 
portion adapted to fit over one side of the chest and 
stomach area of the batter's body, a second portion adapt 
ed to fit over the side of the batter which faces the pitcher, 
and a third portion adapted to fit over approximately half 
of the back of the batter, said panel having upper portions 
formed as integral extensions of said first and third por 
tions and extending upwardly from said first and third 
portions in front of and in back of the shoulder of the 
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batter to leave the neck of the batter completely free, 
means fastening said upper portions together over the 
same shoulder of the batter adjacent to the side covered 
by said second portion and thereby leaving an arm hole 
above said second portion, said panel having an essentially 
straight lower edge, said arm hole having a curved edge, 
and said third portion between said lower edge and said 
arm hole edge being continuous and of approximately 
the same height as said first portion, said panel being re 
versible to fit on the left or right side of a batter and the 
corresponding adjacent left and right parts of his body 
depending on whether the batter is batting right-handed 
or left-handed. 

2. A protector for the chest, stomach, back and one 
side of a left-handed or right-handed hitting batter, said 
protector comprising a flexible panel which has a first 
portion adapted to fit over one side of the chest and 
stomach area of the batter's body, a second portion adapt 
ed to fit over the side of the batter which faces the pitcher, 
and a third portion adapted to fit over approximately half 
of the back of the batter, said panel having upper portions 
formed as integral extensions of said first and third por 
tions and extending upwardly from said first and third 
portions in front of and in back of the shoulder of the bat 
ter to leave the neck of the batter completely free, means 
fastening said upper portions together over the same 
shoulder of the batter adjacent to the side covered by said 
second portion and thereby leaving an arm hole above 
said second portion, said panel having an essentially 
straight lower edge, said arm hole having a curved edge, 
and said third portion between said lower edge and said 
arm hole edge being continuous and of approximately the 
same height as said first portion, said panel being revers 
ible to fit on the left or right side of a matter and the 
corresponding adjacent left and right parts of his body 
depending on whether the batter is batting right-handed 
or left-handed, said panel being constructed of a resilient 
pad having coverings on both surfaces thereof. 

3. A protector for the chest, stomach, back and one 
side of a left-handed or right-handed hitting batter, said 
protector comprising a flexible panel which has a first 
portion adapted to fit over one side of the chest and 
stomach area of the batter's body, a second portion adapt 
ed to fit over the side of the batter which faces the pitcher, 
and a third portion adapted to fit over approximately half 
of the back of the batter, said panel having upper por 
tions formed as integral extensions of said first and third 
portions and extending upwardly from said first and 
third portions in front of and in back of the shoulder of 
the batter to leave the neck of the batter completely free, 
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4. 
means fastening said upper portions together over the 
same shoulder of the batter adjacent to the side covered 
by said second portion and thereby leaving an arm hole 
above said second portion, said panel having an essential 
ly straight lower edge, said arm hole having a curved edge, 
and said third portion between said lower edge and said 
arm hole edge being continuous and of approximately the 
same height as said first portion, said panel being reversi 
ble to fit on the left or right side of a batter and the corre 
sponding adjacent left and right parts of his body depend 
ing on whether the batter is batting right-handed or left 
handed, said panel being constructed of a resilient pad 
having coverings on both surfaces thereof, and means 
uniting said coverings on said pad. 

4. A protector for a batter, said protector comprising 
a flexible panel which has a first portion adapted to fit over 
one side of the chest and stomach area of the batter's 
body, a second portion adapted to fit over the side of the 
batter which faces the pitcher, and a third portion adapted 
to fit over approximately half of the back of the batter, 
said panel having upper portions formed as integral ex 
tensions of said first and third portions and extending up 
Wardly from said first and third portions in front of and 
in back of the shoulder of the batter to leave the neck of 
the batter completely free, means fastening said upper por 
tions together over the same shoulder of the batter adja 
cent to the side covered by said second portion and there 
by leaving an arm hole above said second portion, said 
panel having an essentially straight lower edge, said arm 
hole having a curved edge, and said third portion between 
said lower edge and said arm hole edge being continuous 
and of approximately the same height as said first por 
tion, said panel being reversible to fit on the left or right 
side of a batter and the corresponding adjacent left and 
right parts of his body depending on whether the batter 
is batting right-handed or left-handed, said first and third 
portions having outer generally upright edges spaced from 
each other when said panel is on the body of the batter, 
and fastening means extending from said edges and en 
gageable around the side of the batter's body opposite to 
the side covered by said second portion. 
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