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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LOUIS C. EDWARDS, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Ellington, in the county of Tolland and 
State of Connecticut, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Devices 
for Removing Tobacco Leaves from Laths; 
and I do declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
Such as will enable others skilled in the art 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
Sale. 

My invention relates to improvements in 
devices for removing leaves of tobacco from 
tobacco laths, upon which they have been 
cured, one object of the invention being to 
provide means for operation at spaced points 
along the lath, for not only removing the to 
bacco leaves from prongs of Said lath, but for 
tightly holding such leaves while the lath is 
being removed, preventing any of the leaves 
from being caught on the lath prongs and 
moved aside therewith. 
Another object is to provide unique means 

for guiding a loaded lath into a pair of hold 
ers which engage its ends and retain the 
same during the leaf removing operation. 
A still further object is to provide a 

unique manner of mounting the leaf-remov 
ing fingers upon their carrying and operat 
ing bars. 
With the foregoing in view, the invention 

resides in the novel subject matter herein 
after described and claimed, the description 
being supplemented by the accompanying 
drawings. 

Figure 1 is a top plan view. 
Figure 2 is a front elevation. 
Figure 3 is a longitudinal sectional view 

On line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
Figure 4 is a bottom plan view with the 

legs of the table in horizontal section, 
Figure 5 is a perspective view of the leaf 

removing fingers and their carrying bars, 
showing the idle positions thereof. 

Figure 6 is a view similar to Fig. 5 but 
illustrating the bars and fingers moved to 
leaf-removing and stem-gripping positions. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of One of 
the lath holders and the means for guiding 
the lath into the same. 

Figure 8 is a vertical transverse sectional 
view as indicated by line 8-8 of Fig. 4. 

The form of construction selected for 
illustration in the present application, in 
cludes a table having a horizontal top 1 
formed with a longitudinal slot 2 and pro 
vided with upstanding transverse walls 3 at 
the ends of said slot, the inner opposed sides 
Of these Walls being formed with vertical 
grooves 4 which open also through the up 
per edges of the walls, in order that a to 
bacco lath 5 may be downwardly inserted 
into said grooves. The upper edges 6 of the 
Walls 3 incline to the upper ends of the 
grooves 4 and are rabbeted to provide guide 
tracks along which the ends of the lath. 5 

60 

may be moved, to easily guide said ends into 
the holding grooves 4. 
Under the table top 1, slidably mount a 

pair of parallel bars 8 whose inner opposed 
edges are provided with upstanding leaf-le 
moving fingers, the fingers of one of the bars 
being indicated by the numeral 9, while the 
others are designated by the character 9. 
The fingers 9 co-act with the fingers 9 to 
provide pairs of such fingers movable to 
ward each other to force the stems of tobacco 
from the prongs 10 at opposite ends of the 
openings 11 with which the lath is formed. 
These fingers then grip the stems and hold 
them while the lath 5 is being removed from 
the holding grooves 4, so that there is no 
danger of any of the stems being caught by 
the prongs 10. When the fingers 9 and 9 
are related as shown in Figs. 3 and 5, the 
fingers of each pair are disposed at oppo 
site ends of One of the openings 11, but when 
the bars 8 are shifted oppositely, said fin 
gers move toward the center of the opening 
to force the tobacco stems from the 
prongS 10. 
Any suitable means may be provided for 

slidably mounting the bars 8 and for mov 
ing them simultaneously in opposite direc 
tions, but I prefer to employ a construction 
such as that disclosed. The bars 8 have 
their upper sides in close proximity to the 
lower side of the table top 1 and their outer 
edges abut a pair of parallel longitudinal 
guide bars 12 which are secured to the frame 
structure of the table. Transverse bars 13 
extend between the guide bars 12 and sup 
port the bars 8, said bars 13 being disposed 
near the ends of the bal's 12, while a trans 
verse plank or the like 14 extends between 
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the central portions of said bars 12 and is 
secured to the lower edges thereof. Full 
crumed upon the upper side of the member 
14, at the point 15, is an operating lever 16, 
and two links 17 are pivoted to said lever at 
opposite sides of its fulcrum, One of said 
links being pivoted to one of the bars 8, 
while the other link similarly connects with 
the other bar 8. Thus, when the lever 16 is 
operated, the bars will be slid in opposite 
directions to operate the fingers 9 and 9. 
Mounted upon the top of the table 1, I 

have shown a suitable lath-holding head 18 
carried by a hand-lever 19. This head and 
lever are operated to tightly hold the lath 
5 in engagement with the fingers 9 and 9, 
which is often essential, when the lath is 
unusually thin and has a tendency to force 
away from the fingers, in the holding 
grooves 4. If the fingers do not slide along 
the lath, there is a tendency to merely bend 
the stems of the tobacco leaves, instead of 
forcing. Such stems from the prongs 10. 
To operate the device, the bars 8 are set 

to position the fingers 9 and 9, as shown in 
Figs. 1, 3 and 5. Then, a loaded tobacco 
lath is inserted into the upper ends of the 
grooves 4, the guides being often instru 
mental in properly guiding the ends of the 
lath into said grooves. In the construction 
shown, the lower edge of the lath will pass 
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through the slot 2 and rest upon one of the 
bars 8, but lt will be obvious that in some 
instances, the lath might well rest upon the 
top of the table. If desirable, the lever 19 
is now operated to cause the head 18 to hold 
the lath towards: the fingers 9 and 9. Then, 
the lever 16 is operated to cause each finger 
9 to move toward its co-acting finger 9 and 
vice versa. This operation forces the stems 
of the tobacco leaves from the prongs 10 and 
said stems will be held by the fingers, while 
the lath 5 is being removed. To facilitate 
the stem-holding operation, the upper ends 
of the fingers are preferably curved some 
what as indicated at 20. 

Obviously, the fingers 9 and 9 may be 
connected with their carrying bars in any 
desired manner. I prefer however to form 
the upper sides of these bars with transverse 
saw-cuts or other grooves 21 and to pro 
vide the fingers with elongated bases 22 re 
ceived in said grooves and suitably held, for 
instance, by staples 23. . . . . 
By providing the construction shown and 

described or a substantial equivalent there 
of, a device is produced which is simple and 
inexpensive, yet is highly efficient and in 
every way desirable. 
As excellent results may be obtained from 

the details disclosed, they may be followed 
if desired, but within the scope of the inven 
tion as claimed, numerous minor changes 
may be made. 
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I claim: 
1. A tobacco leaf-removing device com 

prising common means at spaced points for 
forcing leaves of tobacco from a lath and 
for gripping the leaves until released. 

2. A tobacco leaf removing device com 
prising a plurality of spaced pairs of fin 
gers fol' forcing leaves from prongs of a 
lath, and means for operating said fingers 
to move the fingers of each pair toward each 
other. - . . . . 

3. A tobacco leaf removing device com 
prising a plurality of spaced pairs of fin 
gers for forcing leaves from prongs of a 
lath, a pair of parallel bal's lounted follon 
gitudinal sliding, each ball carrying one ?in 
ger of each pair, and means for sliding said 
bars in opposite directions to. move the fin 
gers of each pair toward each other. 

4. A tobacco leaf removing device com 
prising a plurality of spaced pairs of fin 
gel's for forcing leaves from prongs of a 
lath, a pair of parallel bal's mounted for lon 
gitudinal sliding, each ball carrying one fin 
ger of each pair, a lever whose fulcrum is 
stationary with respect to said bal's, and 
links pivoted to said lever at opposite sides 
of its fulcrum, one link being pivoted to 
One bar and the other link to the other bar. 

5. A tobacco leaf removing device com 
prising means for stationarily holding a 
loaded lath on a predetermined line, and a 
plurality of spaced fingers mounted for 
movement adjacent to and parallel with said 
line for forcing tobacco leaves from the 
lath. 

6. A tobacco leaf removing device conn 
prising means for stationarily holding a 
loaded lath on a predetermined line, a plu 
rality of spaced fingers adjacent said line 
to extend transversely of the lath, and a slid 
ably mounted bal', carrying said fingers and 
movable parallel to said line. - 

7. A tobacco leaf removing device com 
prising a support, a pair of spaced lath 
holder's lising from said support to receive 
the ends of a loaded lath, said holders open 
ing horizontally toward each other and be 
ing open at their upper ends for insertion 
of the lath, and a pair of tracks inclining 
to said open upper ends of said holder's to 
guide the lath ends to the latter. 

8. A tobacco leaf removing device com 
rising spaced holders for the ends of a 
loaded lath, fingers mounted for movement, 
along the lath to force leaves therefrom, and 
means for forcing the lath laterally in said 
holders into close relation with said fingers. 

9. A tobacco leaf removing device con 
prising a table, a pair of parallel bal's slid 
ably mounted under the table, a plurality 
of upstanding fingers carried alternately by 
said bars and extending to points above 
said table, the latter being slotted to receive 
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said fingers, a pair of lath holders rising 
from the table to receive the ends of a load 
ed lath and hold the latter in a substantially 
vertical plane on the table in close relation 

5 with said fingers, and means under the table 
for oppositely sliding said bars. 

10. A tobacco leaf removing device com 

prising a bar having transverse grooves, and 
a plurality of leaf-removing fingers extend 
ing from said bar and having bases secured 
in said grooves. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto af 

fixed my signature. 
LOUIS C. EDWARDS. 
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