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(57) Abstract: Embodiments of the invention provide compositions comprising bio degradable polymers, medical implants fabri-
cated from these compositions and methods of using such implants. Many embodiments provide medical implants comprising a
first polymer backbone having a first rate of biodegradation and a second polymer backbone having a second rate of biodegrada-
tion faster than the first rate. In some embodiments, the second backbone is configured to be replaced by a natural tissue layer.
The first backbone provides a scaffold for the implant while the second backbone degrades. This scaffold can enhance mechanical
properties of the implant including various aspects of mechanical strength such as tensile, bending, hoop and yield strength; and
elasticity. The scaffold also serves to maintain a minimum level of structural support of the implant during the period of degrada-
tion of the second backbone or for the entire life of the implant so that the implant does not mechanically fail.
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.: 39-71
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

Claims 39-71 pertain to methods for treatment of the human body by surgery or therapy as well as diagnostic methods, and
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2. |:| Claims Nos.:
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3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. |:| As all required addtional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, |:| No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.
The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.
|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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