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To all whom it may concern: . . . Cur, indicate corresponding parts in all the 
Be it known that I, JACOB W. BRAAM, a figures. - 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Crapo, in the county of Mecosta and State of 
Michigan, have invented a certain new and use 
ful Improvement in Leaf-Holders, of which 
the following is a specification. 
. My invention relates especially to devices 
employed for holding the leaves of music or 
other books in an open or extended position, 
and has for its object the provision of a device 
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cheap and simple to construct, and which will 
be effective in operation. 
To attain this end my invention consists, 

essentially, in two sheet-metal or cast plates, 
so shaped as to be readily grasped by the hand, 
said plates being provided with ears project 
ing at right angles to the body of the metal, 
and engaging with each other in such a man 
ner as to form hinges. One of said plates 
bears a wire bent in the form of an ellipse, 
adapted and arranged to press upon the leaves 
of a book to hold them open or extended, the 
other metal plate passing downward at the 
back of the book. A suitable spring placed 
between the plates presses one extremity of 
the device against the book. The holder is 
unclasped from the book or opened for plac 
ing thereon by grasping the plates in one 
hand at their upper extremities, and the de 
vice will be found admirably adapted to the 
uses and purposes for which it is intended. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva 

tion of my improved leaf-holder, and Fig. 2 is 
a side elevation. 
employed for holding the leaves of a music 
book open. 

Like letters of reference, wherever they oc 

Fig. 3 shows the device as 

A is the front plate of the device, having a 
wire, B, bent in the form of an ellipse, attached 
to its lower extremity. A is the back plate, 
made longer than plate A, in order to extend 
downward at the back of the book. . a. a. are 
ears attached to or forming portions of plates 
AA', said ears being perforated for the pas 
sage of a rivet, b, forming a hinge at each edge 
of the plates. 
C is a spring held in place between the two 

plates by means of studs c c, and serving to 
press the lower extremities of the device 
against the back and leaves of a book when 
in use. - 
My improved leaf-holder is not only very 
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cheap to make and easy to operate, but the . 
wire B, while serving to retain the leaves in 
position, does not hide the music or other 
printed matter of the book. 
Having now fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new therein, and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent, is 
A leaf-holder consisting of plates A A', 

hinged to each other, as set forth, wire exten 
sion B, and spring C, the whole combined and 
arranged to operate substantially as shown 
and described. . . . 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of two witnesses, this 23d day of Novem 
ber, 1883. 

J. W. BRAAM. 
Witnesses: 

C. H. CROCKER, 
GEORGE W. PORTER, 

  


