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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALFRED ARKELL, a citi-
zen of the Dominion of Canada, residing at
Headingly, in the Province of Manitoba and
Dominion of Canada, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Fasteners
for Bags and other Articles, (for which I have
obtained a patentin the Dominion of Canada,
No. 54,274, bearing date December 4, 1896;)
and Idodeclarethe followingtobeafull,clear,
and exact description of the Invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use thesame.

This invention relates to improvements in
fasteners for bags, gloves, coats, and other.

articles, and the novelty and many advan-
tages will appear from the following descrip-
tion and claim when taken in connection
with the annexed drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved device, showing the same in an open
position. Fig. 2 isa view, partly in elevation
and partlyin section, illustrating the partsin
the act of closing; and Fig. 3 isa perspective
view of the improved device closed.

Referring by letter to the said drawings, A-

indicates a hook, which may be formed of
metal, wood, or other suitable material, and
has its shank A’ preferably of the curvature
shown, and is also preferably provided at a
suitable pointin its length with lateral shoul-
ders a. To this hook, or the shank thereof,
is secured one end of a strap b, the opposite
end of which carries a loop ¢, which is pref-
erably of an angular form, although the shape
may be varied, and in some cases a cord or
chain may be substituted for the strap.

B indicates a lever. This lever, which is
of the form substantially as shown, is forked
or bifurcated at one end, as at d, and within
this bifurcation is pivoted the hook A by a
pin e or the like. In addition to the lever B
being forked or bifurcated, as described, so
as to form the two branches, such branches
are also curved to form hooks f, which are
designed to coincide with the jaw or recessed
portion ¢ of the hook A when the lever B has
been thrown into a closed position and trav-
erse said recess when the lever has been
thrown into the down position for a purpose
which will presently appear. It will be ob-

served that the pivot-pin e is placed at such

a position with respect to the jaws or recesses
of both the hook A and the lever B as to per-
mit the parts to assume the positions de-
scribed, the jaws or hooks f being capable of
taking the loop ¢ out of the jaw of the hook
A and also to carry thesaid loop into the jaw.

C indicates a strap of leather or other suit-
able material which is fastened at one end to
the outer side of the shank of the lever B, its
opposite end being adapted to enter the loop ¢
on the strap b. The shank of the lever Bisin
some cases provided with an elongated slot A,
and said slot may extend through the strap C.
This slot is designed to receive a staple ¢, se-
cured to the outer side of the stem of the
hook A, which latter may in turn receive a
padlock. :

The slotting of the lever B and the provi-
sion of the staple are only necessary when it
is desired to provide an additional means or
security for the fastening, and of course may
in some cases be dispensed with. It is ob-
vious that the two jaws on the lever B arenot
essential, as the lever may be constructed
with a single hook or jaw, although twohooks

are of course preferable.

In operation, the parts being in the posi-
tion substantially as shown in Fig. 1 of the
drawings, the strap b is passed around the
device to be fastened. The strap Cis then
brought around and inserted in-the loop ¢,
when by throwing the lever B back upon the
shank of the hook A the loop will be carried
by the lever into the jaw or recess of the hook

A, so that the strain will be brought upon the

lever and hook at a point below the pivot.
The strain being at such point, the tendency
will be to hold the lever down, and conse-
quently the fastener secured. ~When de-
sired, a padlock or the like may be placed in
the staple 7, so as to prevent an unauthorized
unfastening.

I am well aware that a hame-fastener com-
prising a hook eonnected with one hame and
a lever having a hook-shaped and bifurcated
end pivotally connected to the hook and
adapted to engage an eye on the other hame
is old. I therefore make no claim to such
construction; but .

‘What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The herein-deseribed bag-fastener consist-
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ing essentially of thelever B, bifurcated and | and terminating in the eye or loop ¢, adapted

provided with hooks f, at one end and having | to receive the hook end of the lever B, and

the slot h, at an intermediate point of its | the hook A, all as and for the purpose speci-

length, the strap C, permanently connected | fied. ¥5
5 to the lever B, the hook A, interposed be- In testimony whereof I affix my signature

tween and pivotally and permanently con- | in presence of two witnesses.

nected with the hooks f, of the lever B, and

v

having a shank and also having the staple <, . ALFRED ARKELL.
on said shank adapted to take through the Witnesses:
10 slot 2, of the lever, and the strap b, perma- ‘WALTER CHESTERTON,

nently connected to the shank of the hook WALTER MOBERLY.




