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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method of operating slot machines permits a machine to be 
identified as available for team play. Upon being identified for 
team play, the machine is grouped with other slot machines 
and Subject to bonus conditions dependent on the team play. 
Bonus conditions typically including selected bonus out 
comes and a bonus time period, during which bonus time 
period all outcomes of the grouped machines are monitored to 
determine the total bonus outcomes. If the total bonus out 
comes of the team meet the bonus conditions within the bonus 
time period, then a bonus payout is awarded to all of the 
players. Players are thus encouraged to participate in a Social, 
team environment with others of the team to win the group 
bonus. The invention is applicable to all slot machines, 
including video poker machines wherein the bonus outcomes 
include selected video poker hand ranks, and reeled slot 
machines wherein the bonus outcomes include selected reel 
OutCOmeS. 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR TEAM 
PLAY OF SLOT MACHINES 

0001. The present invention is a divisional of U.S. patent 
application Ser. No. 10/842,405 filed on May 10, 2004 titled 
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR TEAM PLAY OF 
SLOT MACHINES, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 10/006,402 filed 23 Oct. 2001, 
titled: METHODANDAPPARATUS FORTEAMPLAY OF 
SLOT MACHINES, which is a continuation of patent appli 
cation Ser. No. 09/108,827 filed 1 Jul 1998, titled: METHOD 
AND APPARATUS FOR TEAM PLAY OF SLOT 
MACHINES which issued as U.S. Pat. No. 6,312,332 on 6 
Nov. 2001, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent 
application Ser. No. 09/052,835 filed 31 Mar. 1998, in the 
name of Walker, et al., titled: METHOD AND APPARATUS 
FOR TEAM PLAY OF SLOT MACHINES which issued as 
U.S. Pat. No. 6,142,872 on 7 Nov. 2000. The entirety of each 
of the above applications is incorporated by reference herein 
for all purposes. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The present invention relates generally to slot 
machines and more particularly to methods and apparatus for 
enabling team play of slot machines. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0003. These and other objects, features and advantages of 
the invention will become apparent through a consideration 
of the detailed description of the invention, in which: 
0004 FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic view showing one embodi 
ment of linked slot machines in accordance with the inven 
tion; 
0005 FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic view showing another 
embodiment of linked slot machines in accordance with the 
invention; 
0006 FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic view of the server of FIG. 
2: 
0007 FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic view of a video poker 
machine in accordance with the present invention; 
0008 FIG. 5 is a plan view of one implementation of the 
video poker machine of FIG. 4; 
0009 FIG. 6 is a table showing exemplary contents of the 
machine status database of FIG. 3; 
0010 FIG. 7 is a table showing exemplary contents of the 
bonus payout database of FIG. 4; 
0011 FIG. 8 is a table showing exemplary contents of the 
transaction database of FIG. 3; 
0012 FIG.9 is a flowchart illustrating a process of linking 
slot machines for group play; 
0013 FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a process of 
removing a networked slot machine from group play; and 
0014 FIGS. 11A-C together comprise a flow chart illus 
trating a process of group play of video poker machines in 
accordance with an embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

00.15 Various embodiments provide a method by which 
individual members of a team may discard cards from their 
respective hands of video poker into a common pool of dis 
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cards. New hands of video poker may be formed from the 
pool of discards. Such new hands may resultina benefit being 
provided to the team. 
0016 Various embodiments provide a method by which 
individual team members may contribute cards from their 
respective hands in order to populate a common five-by-five 
grid of cards. New hands of video poker may beformed using 
the rows, columns, and/or diagonals of the grid. Such new 
hands may result in a benefit being provided to the team. 
0017 Various embodiments provide a method by which 
players may compete against one another in a video poker 
tournament, in which players receives the same starting 
hands. In this way, the playing field is made more level. 
0018 Various embodiments provide a method by which 
multiple players may form hands of video poker using a 
common group of "community cards'. In this way, players 
may enjoy camaraderie with fellow players using the same 
community cards. 
0019 Various embodiments of the present invention pro 
vide a slot machine conducive to team play and player inter 
action, which may increase the attractiveness of the machine 
to players. 
0020 Various embodiments of the invention provide 
Video poker machines playable in a cooperative, group man 
ner, which may encourage team play and some level of inter 
action amongst the players. 
0021. In accordance with various embodiments of the 
invention, there is provided a method and system for operat 
ing slot machines, the method comprising the steps of iden 
tifying at least two slot machines for team play, determining 
a set of bonus conditions for the team play including a bonus 
payout if the bonus conditions are satisfied by the team play, 
initiating a bonus time period during which the bonus condi 
tions are active, and analyzing outcomes from the first and 
second slot machines to determine if the bonus conditions are 
met during the bonus time period. 
0022. In various embodiments of the invention, the bonus 
conditions further include a requisite number of a specified 
bonus outcome, the bonus outcomes being totaled between 
the two machines to determine if the requisite number is met. 
The bonus time period is initiated upon the occurrence of the 
first bonus outcome at any of the grouped machines. 
0023. When implemented with video poker machines, the 
bonus conditions include a specified rank of video poker 
hands. The number and rank of the hands, and the length of 
the bonus time period, can be selected to provide a desired 
house advantage. Data describing the progress of the team 
play can be transmitted for display to each of the team players, 
thereby encouraging interaction amongst the players and the 
development of a team spirit. 
0024. In accordance with various embodiments of the 
invention, there is provided a method and system for identi 
fying slot machines for team play, the method comprising the 
steps of receiving from a first slot machine a signal request 
ing group play, determining one or more additional slot 
machines available for group play, and identifying the first 
slot machine as part of a group including the one or more 
additional slot machines. 
0025. In various embodiments, the signal to request group 
play is initiated by a player who desires to engage in group 
play. Various embodiments are further provided wherein a 
player may request the termination of group play. 
0026. The present invention provides a method and system 
for introducing the concepts of team play and Social interac 



US 2008/0268958 A1 

tion into slot machines through the incorporation of bonus 
payouts available to a group or team of players if specified 
bonus conditions are met. In one embodiment, the specified 
bonus conditions require the team to obtain a requisite num 
ber of bonus outcomes within a predefined time period. 
Bonus outcomes may include, for example ranked hands in 
Video poker (such as a four-of-a-kind or a straight), or reel 
outcomes in slot machines (such as “cherry-cherry-cherry' or 
"lemon-lemon-lemon”). The invention thus encourages con 
certed action by all of the linked players to achieve the bonus 
OutCOme. 

0027. With reference now to FIG. 1, a system 10 of slot 
machines 12, 14, 16 is shown, the slot machines connected to 
a slot server 18 via a communications channel 19. 
0028. As used herein, the term “slot machine' is defined to 
include all electronic gaming devices of the type wherein a 
paid play results in an outcome used to determine a payout. 
Such slot machines include, but are not limited to: Video 
poker machines, reel symbol slot machines (mechanical and 
electrical), video blackjack machines, lottery machines, 
bingo machines, and keno machines. The invention has par 
ticular application to video poker machines, an exemplary 
one of which is described with respect to FIG. 4 below. 
0029. The terms “group' and “team' are used inter 
changeably herein to identify a plurality of slot machines 
linked for cooperative play in the manner described below. 
0030 Slot server 18 comprises a commercially available 
computer server, exemplary types of which are described 
below with respect to FIG. 3. 
0031 Communications channel 19 comprises an appro 
priate data communications system, for example a local or 
wide area network (LAN and WAN, respectively). According 
to well known embodiments, communications channel 19 
may be wired or wireless in nature. Exemplary wireless sys 
tems include cellular radio frequency (RF), and infra-red (IR) 
systems. In a preferred embodiment, communications chan 
nel 19 comprises a wired, local area network. 
0032. With reference to FIG. 2, an alternate system 20 of 
slot machines 12, 14, 16 are shown wherein the slot machines 
are directly interconnected through communications channel 
19 without the use of a slot server. The function of the server 
(server 18 of FIG. 1) is incorporated into one or more of the 
slot machines 12, 14, 16. Slot machines 12, 14, and 16 and 
communications channel 19 are otherwise identical in struc 
ture to the like-numbered elements of FIG. 1. 
0033 Referring now to FIG.3, the basic components of an 
exemplary slot server 18 are shown to include a processor 30 
connected by an appropriate data communications bus 31 to a 
communications port 32 and a storage device 34. Communi 
cations port 32 is selected to be appropriate for the type of 
communications channel used (communications channel 19 
of FIGS. 1 and 2), and in the preferred embodiment would 
comprise a local area network interface card, many of which 
are well known in the art. 
0034 Storage device 34 comprises an appropriate selec 
tion of semiconductor, magnetic and/or optical memory com 
ponents, many combinations of which are well known in the 
art. Storage device 34 is seen to contain program code 36 for 
controlling the operation of slot server 18 in accordance with 
the processes described below, a transaction database 38 
described below with respect to FIG. 8, and a machine status 
database described below with respect to FIG. 6. 
0035 Slot server 18 may comprise one of many commer 
cially known computer systems, for example an IBM 
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AS400TM, a DEC AlphaTM server, or the like. Processor 30 
and data communications bus 31 would thus comprise appro 
priate components for the selected system, Such system con 
figurations being well known and documented in the art. 
0036 Referring now to FIG. 4, a block diagram illustrat 
ing the key features of a video poker machine 40 is shown. 
Video poker machine 40, exemplary of an implementation of 
machines 12, 14, 16 above, comprises a conventional 
machine with modifications and programming to operate in 
accordance with the present invention as described herein. 
0037 Video poker machine 40 comprises a processor 42 
for controlling the operation of the machine, for example an 
Intel PentiumTM or DEC AlphaTM compatible microproces 
sor. Processor 42 is connected to an input/output Subassembly 
44, the Subassembly comprising: a starting controller 46, for 
example a button or lever; a card reader 48 of a conventional 
type for receiving and reading the data from an encoded 
player card, for example a magnetically or optically encoded 
card; an alpha/numeric keypad 50 for receiving player input; 
and a display 52, for example a light-emitting diode (LED) 
display for displaying player credits and other player-related 
information. 
0038. Further connected to processor 42 is a video display 
54, for example a cathode ray tube (CRT), liquid crystal 
display (LCD), or LED. Video display 54 is primarily for 
displaying game results, such as electronic representations of 
a player's cards. A communications port 56 is connected to 
processor 42 for connecting video poker machine 40 to data 
channel 19 (FIGS. 1 and 2 above). A random number genera 
tor 58 is connected to the processor for generating a random 
or a pseudo-random number to determine an outcome and a 
payout in a manner described below. Alternatively, the func 
tion of generating random or pseudo-random numbers can be 
incorporated into processor 42. 
0039. Further connected to processor 42 are a hopper con 
troller 60 for controlling the dispensing of monies, typically 
in the form of coins, from a hopper 62 into a coin tray (not 
shown). A currency acceptor 64 is connected for signalling 
the processor upon the receipt of currency from a player. A 
storage device 66 comprises an appropriate selection of mag 
netic, optical, and/or semiconductor storage mediums in 
many different configurations well known in the art. Con 
tained in storage device 66 is program code 68 for controlling 
the operation of video poker machine 40 in accordance with 
the invention as described below, a bonus payout database 70 
described with reference to FIG. 7 below, and a payout data 
base 72 which is conventional in the art. 
0040. With reference now to FIG. 5 in addition to FIG. 4, 
a plan view of one exemplary embodiment of video poker 
machine 40 is shown wherein like elements to FIG. 4 are 
illustrated by like reference numerals. Starting controller 46 
is seen to comprise an electro-mechanical button labeled 
“START while keypad 50 is seen to comprise a single key, 
labeled “JOINTEAM PLAY,” which when activated enables 
a player to input a signal indicating a desire to enter into group 
play. 
0041 Additional elements visible in FIG. 5 include a 
decorative machine logo 76 identifying video poker machine 
40 as a “TEAM PLAYVIDEOPOKER machine, and a team 
bonus display 78 indicating team play bonus conditions. 
Team bonus display 78 may comprise a changeable electronic 
display, or a more permanent display, Such as painted glass. 
As is described in further detail below, a player of video poker 
machine 40 is eligible to win a team play bonus when the 
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machine is engaged in a team play session, and when pre 
selected bonus conditions occur during a bonus time period. 
0042 Visible in team bonus display 78 are three sets of 
bonus conditions 78A, 78B,78C. Bonus conditions 78A indi 
cate that when two royal flushes are obtained in total by the 
team players within two minutes of the initiation of a bonus 
time period, a bonus offive hundred coins is paid to the player 
of video poker machine 40. Bonus conditions 78B indicate 
that when three four-of-a-kinds are obtained in total by the 
team players within thirty seconds of the initiation of a bonus 
time period, a bonus of twenty five coins is paid to the player 
of video poker machine 40. Bonus conditions 78C indicate 
that when five flushes are obtained in total by the team players 
within one minute of the initiation of a bonus time period, ten 
coins are awarded to the player of video poker machine 40. 
The various bonus time periods are initiated when the first 
hand that satisfies a bonus outcome, for example a royal flush 
per the bonus conditions of record 78A, is obtained by one of 
the team players. 
0043. In one embodiment of the invention, as is discussed 
in further detail below, the bonus conditions change as the 
number of players on the team changes. The changed bonus 
conditions are appropriately displayed on the various 
grouped machines, for example on bonus display 78, as 
machines are added to or removed from the team. 
0044. It will be understood that a bonus payout as 
described above is in addition to any other payout(s) earned 
by a player. In the described embodiment of the invention, the 
bonus payout is the same for each team player. In alternate 
embodiments of the invention, the bonus payouts may vary 
amongst the players, for example favoring one or more play 
ers who contribute the most to achieving the bonus conditions 
with a higher payout. 
0045 Examining the content of video display 54, there is 
shown an exemplary display of a team play session. Five 
locations 54A-E are marked for displaying the results of a 
video poker hand, i.e. a five card final hand. Five touch-screen 
buttons 55A-E are provided for use by a player to indicate 
which cards are to be kept and which cards are to be dis 
carded. A sixth touch-screen button 55F is provided for 
receiving an input from the player to initiate a deal. As is 
understood in the art, a final video poker hand comprises the 
dealt cards, typically five in number, adjusted by the number 
of new cards dealt to replace cards not held. The illustrated 
display includes team play information set out in table form in 
bonus display area 54F indicating that a bonus time period is 
underway. As illustrated, one flush has been obtained during 
a bonus time period, with four more flushes necessary within 
a remaining time of twenty-eight bonus time period seconds 
to obtain the five flush bonus payout. Additionally, one royal 
flush has similarly been obtained amongst the team players 
during another bonus time period, with one more royal flush 
necessary within a remaining time of forty-eight bonus time 
period seconds to obtain the two royal flush bonus payout. 
0046. Describing the basic operation of video poker 
machine 40, a player optionally enters his personal, encoded 
playing card (not shown) into reader 48, whereby he is iden 
tified through communications channel 19 to slot server 18. 
As described above, in an alternate embodiment of the inven 
tion the function of slot server 18 is distributed in one or more 
of the network linked video poker machines. The player 
enters money into currency acceptor 64 in the form of bills 
and/or coins, and obtains a number of credits for game playS. 
This number of credits, typically a multiple of coinage Such as 
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quarters, is based on the amount of money entered and the 
cost per play, and is displayed on display 52. 
0047. In one embodiment of the invention, the player indi 
cates that he wishes to participate in group play by pressing 
“JOIN TEAM PLAY' button 50. Machine 40 is then ad hoc 
linked, in a manner described in detail below, to other video 
poker machines for team play. In this embodiment, the player 
may choose not to engage in team play, and so may engage the 
same machine in stand-alone play. 
0048. In another embodiment, machine 40 is preset for 
team play. This status is displayed to passersby, for example 
through an appropriate message on team bonus display 78. 
Such as THIS IS A TEAM PLAY MACHINE CON 
NECTED FOR AUTO-PLAY WITH THE BLUE TEAM. 
Players who use the machine are automatically linked to the 
other, predetermined team machines for team play. 
0049 Returning now to the description of the ad hoc 
embodiment, Subsequent to engaging in team play, the player 
presses the starting controller 46 to initiate a play. His credits 
are then debited by the cost of one play. A random or pseudo 
random number is obtained from random number generator 
58, which is used in a conventional manner to select and 
display cards in display area 54A-E. Again in a conventional 
manner, the player may interact with the machine, typically 
by pressing buttons 55A-E, to indicate which cards he is 
holding, and which cards he is discarding for a draw. 
0050. Using one of many processes well known in the art, 
video poker machine 40 operates to select and display drawn 
cards. Such processes can include, for example, using cards 
identified based on the first random number to fill the draw, or 
selecting a new random/pseudo-random number to identify 
fill cards. The resulting final hand is used to access a payout 
from payout database 72. The player's winnings, if any, are 
reflected in the credits shown in display 52. 
0051. In accordance with the present invention, if a par 
ticular final poker hand (i.e. the hand resulting from the draw) 
results in a bonus condition, in this case a royal flush, a 
four-of-a-kind, or a standard flush, video poker machine 40 
initiates a bonus mode of operation. As will be described in 
further detail below, a bonus time period is initiated, and an 
announcement of the bonus mode is made to the linked, team 
machines through transmission of data via communication 
channel 19 and display of bonus information in bonus display 
area 54F. Team players then play cooperatively to win a bonus 
by operating their machines using strategies selected to 
achieve the requisite number of bonus hands required to win 
the team bonus. 

0052 Referring now to FIG. 6, there is shown a table 
illustrating exemplary contents of machine status database 
80. Machine status database 80 is seen to include four records 
82A-D, each record including three fields: a machine identi 
fier field 84 containing a code identifying a video poker 
machine, a status field 86 indicating the play status of the 
identified machine as “available' for team play, currently 
“active' in another team and thus unavailable for team play, or 
“unavailable, i.e. the machine is not currently in play or is in 
play by a player who has not selected team play, and is thus 
unavailable for team play, and a team field 88 identifying the 
team for those machines active in team play. Machine status 
database 80 may optionally be omitted from the embodiment 
of the invention wherein team machines are pre-linked, with 
the status of the machines associated with a particular team 
being maintained in the transaction database described below. 
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0053 Referring now to FIG. 7, there is shown a table 
illustrating exemplary contents of bonus payout database 90. 
Bonus payout database 90 is seen to include three records 
92A-C, each record illustrating an exemplary set of bonus 
conditions that need to be satisfied in order to earn a bonus 
payout amount. Each record includes five fields: a number of 
players field 94 identifying a number of players necessary to 
satisfy a bonus payout condition, a bonus hand field 96 indi 
cating a bonus outcome—in the present embodiment a 
required rank of poker hand—necessary to satisfy the bonus 
payout condition, a required quantity field 97 indicating the 
required number of ranked hands necessary to satisfy the 
bonus payout condition, a time limit field 98 indicating a 
bonus time period within which the team players must obtain 
the required number of ranked hands to satisfy the bonus 
payout condition, and a payout field 100 indicating the 
amount of the bonus payout if the set of bonus conditions in 
a given record is satisfied. 
0054 Examining, for example, record 92A of bonus pay 
out database 90, a set of bonus conditions are seen to include 
the requirement that, amongst five players, one additional 
royal flush must be obtained within a one hundred and twenty 
second time window following the occurrence of a first royal 
flush on one of the linked team machines, for a total of two 
royal flushes. If the bonus conditions are met, the player 
receives a bonus payout of five hundred coins. Records 92B 
and 92C indicate similar information for other bonus oppor 
tunities. The bonus conditions contained in records 92A,92B, 
92C are seen to correspond to those displayed in machine 
display areas 78A, 78B, 78C, respectively. 
0055. In another embodiment of the invention, the number 
of players defined in field 94 comprises a range of players, for 
example five-to-ten players, for a given set of bonus condi 
tions. With Sucharange of players defined, a Subset of players 
may enter into and drop from group play without any change 
in the bonus conditions for the ongoing players. 
0056. In the illustrated embodiment of the invention, each 
player on a team receives the same bonus payout if the bonus 
conditions are met during team play. In other embodiments of 
the invention, the bonus payout is biased to provide a larger 
payout to a selected one of the team players. In one Such 
embodiment, a player receiving the hand that initiates the 
bonus play conditions receives a higher bonus payout than the 
other team players if the bonus conditions are fulfilled. In 
another Such embodiment, a single player who obtains a 
majority of the hands necessary to fulfill the bonus conditions 
receives a higher bonus payout than the other players. In yet 
another such embodiment, a single player who obtains all of 
the hands necessary to fulfill the bonus conditions receives a 
higher bonus payout than the other players, or under Such 
circumstances may receive the only bonus payout resulting 
from meeting the bonus conditions. 
0057. It will be appreciated that many combinations of 
outcomes, time periods, and payouts may be selected. Such 
combinations are selected in a straight-forward manner 
dependent on the likelihood of the outcomes while maintain 
ing a desired house (i.e. casino) advantage. As is well known 
to those skilled in the art, slot machines are operated at a 
house advantage, typically as selected by the casino and 
approved by a state regulatory agency, Sufficient to provide 
the casino a profit from the operation of the machines. 
0.058. In the illustrated embodiment of the invention, dif 
ferent sets of bonus conditions are provided for different 
numbers of linked, team play machines, i.e. four machines 
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(conditions 92B) or five machines (conditions 92.A. 92C). It 
will be understood by those skilled in the art that numerous 
other bonus conditions may be provided to facilitate play by 
teams of many different sizes. Such bonus conditions are 
selected, according to well known principles, to motivate 
team play while maintaining an appropriate house advantage. 
Preferably, the bonus conditions active for a given number of 
players are transmitted to video poker machine 40 for display 
in display area 78 (FIG. 5). 
0059. In yet another embodiment of the invention, features 
are provided whereby one or more players may purchase an 
extension(s) of the bonus period time for themselves and/or 
for the group. Players may be provided, for example, the 
option to buy more bonus play time for one dollar per player 
per bonus minute. The number of players electing to continue 
bonus play would affect the payout in the manner described 
above. 

0060 Referring now to FIG. 8, a table illustrating exem 
plary contents of transaction database 110 is shown, the data 
base including information indicating which machines are 
currently linked for team play. The transaction database is 
seen to include three records 112A, 112B, 112C, each record 
including six fields: a team identifier 114 identifying a spe 
cific team; and entries for identifying up to five machines 116. 
118, 120, 122, 124 currently part of the team. It will be 
understood that while the invention has been illustrated with 
up to five machines per team, any number of machines greater 
than one may be selected. Unfilled machine slots in any 
particular team record are indicated as "open.” 
0061. In the illustrated embodiment of the invention, 
machines are added and/or removed from team play on an ad 
hoc basis by the players, such status similarly being reflected 
in machine status database 80 and transaction database 110. 
In the alternate embodiment wherein machines are pre-linked 
for team play, the machines enabled for team play are set and 
left in team play mode for an extended period of time, their 
identifiers thus being added to transaction database 110 for 
that extended period of time. In this alternate embodiment, a 
machine that is pre-linked but not currently in play would be 
identified in transaction database 110, for example, with an 
entry of “machine identifier/out of play. The “out of play” 
indicator would be deleted when the machine was engaged in 
play. Bonus conditions would be adjusted based on the num 
ber of active team players. 
0062. With reference now to FIG. 9, a process 140 is 
shown for electronically identifying and linking video poker 
machines for team play. The process is performed by slot 
server 18 in the embodiment of FIG. 1, or by one or more 
programmed Video poker machines in the embodiment of 
FIG. 2. It will be appreciated that video poker machines such 
as machine 40 of FIG. 4 typically contain a processor and 
memory, and are programmable to operate in accordance with 
the present invention. 
0063. In the described embodiment of the invention, each 
new player to video poker machine 40 is provided the option 
to engage in group play by pressing "JOIN TEAM PLAY.” 
button 50. Server 18 then operates in accordance with the 
process set out in FIG.9 to adhoc engage the machine in team 
play. If the machine is not in play, or a player actively chooses 
not to engage in team play, the status in machine status data 
base 80 indicates “unavailable.” As described below, if a 
player chooses to engage in team play, but a team is not 
available, the status in machine status database indicates 



US 2008/0268958 A1 

“available.” If the machine is engaged in team play, its status 
is reflected in the machine status database as “active.” 

0064. In the alternate embodiment of the invention 
wherein machines are pre-selected for team play, a machine is 
pre-set to play in a selected group. It remains a group play 
machine in that pre-selected group until it is reset by the 
server pursuant, for example, to a time-out condition. In this 
alternate embodiment, the status of the machine is reflected in 
the transaction database as described above. 

0065 Process 140 is initiated by the receipt of a signal 
from video poker machine 40 requesting the establishment of 
team play (step 142). Such a signal is generated by, for 
example, player operation of “JOINTEAM PLAY'button 50 
(FIG. 5). The signal would include the machine identifier as 
described above. In an alternate embodiment, the signal 
would include an identifier of the team that the player wishes 
to join. Team information would be provided to a player, for 
example, by displaying a list of teams having positions open 
for additional players, including active team players (if Such 
player information is available). A player may also be pro 
vided with a search capability to search stored team data to 
identify teams having particular members. In yet another 
embodiment, a player is provided with the opportunity to 
select between teams playing in accordance with different 
bonus conditions. A signal indicating a selected team may be 
received from the player via a conventional input device Such 
as a keypad or touchscreen. 
0066. Upon receiving the request to join team play, slot 
server 18 functions to access transaction database 110 to 
determine if an open machine position exists in any of the 
established teams (step 144). If no machine position is openin 
an established team, slot server 18 functions to access 
machine status database 80 to determine if any available 
machines are indicated therein (step 146). If no positions exist 
in established teams, and no machines are available to form 
new teams, then the requesting video poker machine is iden 
tified as “available' in the machine status database (step 148). 
A message is transmitted to the machine for display to the 
player indicating that team play is not available, and the 
player should continue individual play until the requisite 
number of other machines are available to form a team, or a 
position becomes open within an established team (step 150). 
0067. If, upon checking for other available machines in 
step 146 Such an available machine is found, then a new 
record is opened in transaction database 110 (step 152), a new 
team identifier is generated by the server to track the new 
record, and the participating machine identifiers are recorded 
therein (step 154). That is, the initial requester and the found 
available machine are linked to forma new team. The status of 
these participating machines in the newly formed team is set 
to “active' (step 156) in machine status database 80. If the 
minimum requisite number of players as defined by the bonus 
conditions are available for team play, the players are 
informed that they have engaged in group play through the 
transmission and display of an appropriate team play message 
(step 157). Otherwise, the team entry is established in the 
transaction database, but team play is not established and 
players are not notified until the requisite number of machines 
are networked for that team. As will be appreciated, based on 
the illustrated bonus conditions set out in bonus payout data 
base 90 (FIG. 7), at least four machines are necessary to 
establish team play in the described embodiment; that is, a 
minimum of four machines are necessary to be eligible for the 
three four-of-a-kind bonus. 
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0068. If, upon checking for an open position in step 144 
Such an open position is found, then the current machine 
identifier is added to the appropriate team in transaction data 
base 110 (step 158). In machine status database 80, the 
machine status is changed to “active.” and the team identifier 
with which the machine is linked is entered into the team field 
(step 160). Appropriate signals are transmitted to the players 
participating in the team that a new team player has been 
added (step 161). AS is necessary depending on the bonus 
conditions defined for team play, the bonus conditions are 
updated to reflect the changed number of players, and trans 
mitted for display to the various team machines (step 162). 
0069. In one embodiment, the messages to the various 
team players contain information identifying the other linked 
team players so that they may identify one-another. Such 
information can comprise, for example, displayed machine 
numbers for the grouped machines, the machine numbers 
displayed in a selected graphical display area on each 
machine. In another embodiment, where players are identi 
fied to server 18 through the use of a player slot card, the 
players names may be transmitted and displayed on each of 
the linked, team play machines. 
0070. To complete this process for establishing slot 
machine teams, slot server 18 establishes network communi 
cations amongst the linked machines via communications 
channel 19, and team play is thus enabled. A detailed descrip 
tion of team play is set out below with reference to FIG. 11. 
(0071 Referring now to FIG. 10, a process 165 is shown 
whereby a slot machine is removed from team play. Such a 
process may be initiated by the occurrence of several different 
conditions, including: cessation of play by a player; a pre 
determined time of inactivity at a machine; a signal provided 
by a player requesting termination of team play; and/or ter 
mination of team play by other team playerS Such that a 
requisite number of team players becomes unavailable. In the 
embodiment where machines are pre-linked for team play, a 
specific time of day may be provided at which the machine is 
preset to initiate and/or terminate team play. Other conditions 
upon which it is desirable to initiate and/or terminate team 
play will now be obvious to those of ordinary skill in the art. 
0072. Upon initiating a process to terminate team play, the 
Video poker machine sends a signal to slot server 18 indicat 
ing that it is no longer in active play (step 166). The server 
then functions to disable network communication for that 
inactive machine (step 168), set the status of the machine in 
the machines status database to “unavailable,” and delete the 
team identifier from the corresponding field in that same 
database (step 170). The machine identifier is deleted from 
the appropriate team record in transaction database 110, with 
that machine position then showing as “open’ in that database 
(step 172). The remaining players are informed through an 
appropriate transmission and display of data that the team 
includes one less player (step 173). If the change in the 
number of team players results in a change in the bonus 
conditions as shown in bonus payout database 90 (FIG. 7), the 
changed bonus conditions are transmitted to the various net 
worked machines for appropriate display. 
0073. It will be understood that, should enough players on 
a team terminate team play, the remaining number of team 
players may be insufficient to satisfy any team bonus condi 
tions. Under such circumstances, the server will notify the 
remaining players that team play is not currently available, 
and initiate the team formation process described above. This 
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will result in either the adding of available new players to the 
team, or the joining of the newly available team players to 
other established teams. 

0.074. In the embodiment of the invention wherein 
machines are pre-selected for team play, machines are added 
and/or dropped from team play only as players engage or 
disengage play on the pre-selected machines. No ad hoc 
teams are formed. Bonus conditions are adjusted as necessary 
to reflect changes in players. 
0075 Referring now to FIGS. 11A-C, there is shown a 
process 200 for the playing of team video poker on a video 
poker machine in accordance with the present invention. To 
initiate the process, a player of video poker machine 40 
(FIGS. 4 and 5) presses button 50 to transmit to the video 
poker machine and subsequently to slot server 18 (FIG. 3) a 
signal to begin team play (step 202). Video poker machine 40 
then opens communications with the multiple networked 
video poker machines (step 204) identified for team play, the 
team machines having been established with respect to FIG.9 
above. Subsequent to the linking of the machines to enable 
team play, an indicator is provided to the player that the 
machine is enabled for team play (step 206). Such an indica 
tion may be, for example, by the display of a “ready to start 
message on the video display of the machine, or by changing 
the color of the join team play” button. 
0076 Payment is received from the player (step 208), fol 
lowed by a game initiation signal (step 210) upon the player's 
operation of “start” button 46. Video poker machine 40 
retrieves a random number from random numbergenerator 58 
(step 212), and processes the random number to select ten 
playing card values (step 214). The first five cards are then 
electronically dealt to the player by display in areas 54A-E 
on display screen 54 (step 216). 
0077. With reference now to FIG. 11B, the video poker 
machine receives from the player signals indicating which 
card(s) the player chooses to hold (and thus which cards are to 
be discarded) (step 218). Such signals are generated by the 
player operation of buttons 55A-F in a conventional manner. 
0078. Once identified, the discarded cards are replaced 
with an appropriate number of the remaining cards from the 
originally selected ten cards (step 220) to determine the final 
hand (step 222). A payout is dispensed to the player in accor 
dance with the rank of the final hand (step 224). The value of 
this payout is determined in a conventional manner, typically 
using the payout table as described above. 
0079. In accordance with the present invention, the video 
poker machine then enters into a bonus mode of operation 
wherein a test is performed to determine if the most recent 
final hand matches any of the bonus hands from field 96 of 
bonus payout database 90 (FIG. 7) (step 226). In the present 
example, as described above with respect to the bonus payout 
database, bonus hands are defined as royal flushes, four-of 
a-kinds, or regular flushes. If no bonus hand is detected, i.e. no 
flush or four-of-a-kind, then repeat play continues with step 
208. If a royal flush, a regular flush, or a four-of-a-kind is 
detected, then it is indicated as a “bonus hand obtained in 
bonus display area 54F of video display 54 (step 228). 
0080. It will be appreciated that, pursuant to the discussion 
above, in alternate embodiments the payouts resulting from 
meeting the bonus conditions may vary depending on the 
number of machines engaged in team play. For example, if 
two players are engaged in team play, the payouts may be 
lower than the payouts provided for a team of five players. 
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Alternatively, the required number and/or rank of bonus hand 
(s) may be changed depending on the number of players. 
I0081 Continuing with reference to FIG. 11C, once a 
bonus hand is identified, the system clock (FIG. 4) is initiated 
for the periods of time set out in field 98 of bonus payout 
database 90: i.e. one hundred and twenty seconds to obtain 
two royal flushes, 30 seconds to obtain three four-of-a-kinds, 
and 60 seconds to obtain five regular flushes. The bonus time 
period is displayed in the “time remaining portion of bonus 
display area 54F (step 230). Substantially simultaneously, to 
establish team play, the bonus information identifying the 
bonus hand and the bonus time period are transmitted to the 
linked, team machines (step 232) for display in the bonus 
display area. The bonus time period is then decremented in a 
count down manner (step 234), with the countdown being 
displayed on each of the linked machines. 
I0082. As the bonus time period counts down, bonus out 
comes that occur on all of the linked machines are collected 
and totaled, the total being displayed on all of the linked 
machines in the bonus display area (step 235). If a bonus 
outcome occurs during the bonus time period, it is tested to 
determine if it completes the required number of bonus out 
comes as defined in field 97 of bonus payout database 90 
(FIG. 7) (step 236). If it does not complete a required bonus 
outcome, then it is determined whether the bonus time period 
is still active, i.e. has not decremented to zero (step 238). If the 
bonus time period is still active, the system continues collect 
ing and tallying bonus outcomes per step 235. If the bonus 
time period has expired, then the bonus display area is cleared 
until another bonus hand results amongst the team players 
(step 242). 
I0083. It will be appreciated that, during the bonus time 
period, players will be encouraged to play in an interactive, 
team environment, playing as quickly and effectively as pos 
sible to achieve the bonus results. Because the play outcomes 
of each player contribute to the potential bonus award to all of 
the players, the players will find themselves participating as a 
team, where each individual contributes to the good of the 
whole. This will attract players desiring a team environment. 
It may even encourage players to sacrifice potentially higher 
individual outcomes to achieve a team bonus outcome. For 
example, a player may be tempted to break up a pair or a 
three-of-a-kind in order to attempt to obtain a required num 
ber of bonus hands such as flushes or royal flushes. 
I0084. If the test at step 236 indicates that the required 
number of bonus hands have been achieved, then the clock is 
again tested to determine if the bonus time period is active 
(step 240). If it is active, then an appropriate bonus payout is 
made to each team player per payout field 100 of the bonus 
payout database (step 241). If the bonus period is expired, 
then as above the bonus display area is cleared until another 
bonus hand results amongst the team players (step 242). 
0085 While the above embodiment of the invention is 
illustrated with respect to the operation of video poker 
machines, the invention is equally applicable to other types of 
slot machines. 

I0086. With respect to a reel slot machine, in lieu of a video 
poker outcome, the bonus conditions comprise the obtaining 
of one or more predefined reel outcomes within the bonus 
time period. For example, a first bonus condition may com 
prise the team achieving three “cherry-cherry-cherry' out 
comes within a two minute time period, while a second bonus 
condition may comprise achieving two "bar-bar-anything 
outcomes within a one minute period. It will be appreciated 
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that many combinations of bonus conditions and payouts may 
be selected in a conventional manner based on the likelihood 
of the results and the desired advantage for the casino. 
0087. With respect to bingo machines, in lieu of a video 
poker outcome or slot reel outcome, bonus conditions may be 
defined in terms of specific row, column, and/or diagonal 
bingo results. With respect to keno, bonus conditions may be 
defined in terms of minimum quantities of player selections 
matching drawn numbers. 
0088. There has thus been provided a new and improved 
system and method for providing linked, team play options 
for what have been traditionally stand-alone play slot 
machines. The invention introduces the concepts of team play 
and Social interaction into Such games, with the intended 
result of increasing the playerpool to include those who enjoy 
Such social interactions. The invention has application to all 
slot machines, including video poker machines, conventional 
slot machines, bingo machines, and the like. It is applicable to 
commercial gaming machines and environments, with the 
result of improving the player experience, increasing the 
player pool, and increasing the profitability of Such games to 
their owners. 
0089. In one or more embodiments, a bonus period may be 
extended by some amount of time for every winning outcome 
obtained by a team member, even if such an outcome is not 
one of the bonus outcomes. Thus, a player may extend a bonus 
period by three seconds for achieving an outcome of two pair, 
even though the outcome does not result in a bonus payout. 
0090. In one or more embodiments, after a bonus time 
period has begun, two or more team members may form an 
outcome in conjunction with one another. An outcome may 
comprise a first card from a first player's hand of video poker 
and a second card from a second player's hand of video poker. 
For example, a team outcome of a royal flush may include two 
cards from a first player's latest hand of video poker, and three 
cards from a second player's latest hand of video poker. When 
several team members can contribute to a bonus outcome, 
Such as a royal flush or four-of-a-kind, the outcome is more 
likely to be achieved by the team. Therefore, a team may 
experience a greater frequency of bonus payouts when mul 
tiple team members may contribute to bonus outcomes. 
Accordingly, bonus conditions may be activated when any 
team member receives a triggering outcome individually 
(e.g., when any team member individually receives a royal 
flush). However, once a bonus time period has been initiated, 
team members may receive bonus payouts for jointly created 
outcomes that satisfy bonus conditions. In some embodi 
ments a bonus time period may also begin based on the 
occurrence of a jointly created outcome (e.g., a four-of-a-kind 
comprising cards contributed by multiple team members). 
0091. In various embodiments, a bonus period may 
become activated when a predetermined number of team 
members are playing. For example, when at least six team 
members are playing, a bonus period may become activated. 
In various embodiments, a bonus period may become acti 
vated when: (i) the aggregate number of pulls made by all 
members of a team per unit time exceeds a predetermined 
threshold; (ii) the aggregate amount of wagers for a team per 
unit time exceeds a predetermined threshold (e.g., the team as 
a whole is wagering more than $5 perminute); (iii) the rate of 
play of a predetermined number of team members exceeds a 
predetermined threshold (e.g., at least five team members are 
making more than ten handle pulls perminutes); and so on. In 
general, the activation of a bonus period may be a benefit 
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provided to a team by a casino in return for the team providing 
the casino with a desirable amount of business (e.g., a desir 
able number of wagers made per hour, etc.). 
0092. In various embodiments, a bonus period may be 
initiated when a special card is dealt to any one or more of the 
team members. For example, when any two team members 
are dealt the ace of spades within ten seconds of one another, 
a bonus period may become active. In some embodiments, a 
special card may be added to the decks used in team mem 
bers’ Video poker games. The special card may have a face 
reading “Bonus Period Card” or the like. When the card is 
dealt to one or more of the players, a bonus period may take 
effect. The bonus period may last for a standard amount of 
time, or may last for an amount of time printed on the special 
card. The card itself may or may not serve as an actual game 
indicia in a hand of video poker. If it does, it may serve as a 
wild card. 
0093. In some embodiments a bonus period may entail 
each team member receiving a benefit based on a payout 
received by any other team member during the bonus period. 
For example, if a bonus period is in effect and a first team 
member receives a flush outcome (for a payout of six coins), 
then all other members of the team may also receive payouts 
of six coins. In some embodiments, payouts received by other 
team members may be only some fraction of that received by 
a team member who actually obtains the winning outcome. 
0094. In some embodiments, a team may receive 
enhanced benefits if a threshold number of team members 
plays at least a certain minimum number of coins per handle 
pull. For example, a team may receive enhanced benefits if 
each member of the team plays the maximum allowable num 
ber of coins on each handle pull. Such enhanced benefits may 
include larger payouts to the team for the achievement of 
bonus outcomes. The larger payouts may even be proportion 
ally larger (e.g., larger in the sense that the ratio of bonus 
payouts to average team wager amount is larger when the 
average team wager is max coins). Enhanced benefits may 
encourage members of the team to make larger wagers, and to 
thereby provide the casino with more business. 
0.095. In various embodiments, five members of a team 
may each play at their own separate gaming device. The five 
members of the team may engage in a joint game in which 
each receives only a single card of a five-card hand of video 
poker. Each team member may then decide whether to hold or 
to discard the card he has been dealt. Once each team member 
has made his decision (e.g., by pressing a “hold' or "discard' 
button), the final hand may be dealt. The final hand may be 
dealt by replacing, for each team member that chose "dis 
card, the card on the team member's display screen with a 
new card. If the final hand (formed from the five cards on the 
five team members’ screens) is a winning hand, then each 
team member may receive a corresponding payout. The 
present embodiments may be especially enjoyable for a team 
because all team members get to play in the same game 
together. Further, a good deal of cooperation may be required 
since teams would most benefit by forming a coordinated 
strategy, as opposed to having each team member make an 
independent choice as to whether to keep or discard his own 
card. Accordingly, team members would have many oppor 
tunities to converse and interact. 

0096. In the game described above, in which each member 
of a five-person team receives a single card, the entire five 
card hand of video poker may nevertheless be displayed on 
the screen of each team member's gaming device. For 
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example, each team member may see his own card writ large, 
and may see the entire hand of video poker displayed in a 
Smaller size at the bottom of his display Screen. In this way, 
team members could more easily discuss a team strategy 
without first having to ask what cards the other team members 
hold. In various embodiments, prior to the start of a game, 
each team member places a single wager at his/her gaming 
device. At the end of the game, each team member receives a 
payout that is an appropriate multiple of the original wager 
and which is based on the final hand of video poker achieved 
by the team. For example, a team member may make a wager 
of one dollar prior to the game. The team may then play the 
game and receive three-of-a-kind. Using a typical 9/6 Jacks 
or-Better payout structure, the team member may receive 
three dollars payout for the three of a kind. Now, conceivably, 
each team member may make a wager of a different size. 
Therefore, on a given game a first team member may make a 
wager of fifty cents and receive a payout of S1.50, while a 
second team member may make a wager of S3.00 and receive 
a payout of $9.00. In some embodiments, payouts may be 
couched in terms of team payouts. For example, if every team 
member makes a one-dollar wager, then a team payout may 
be $5.00 for a pair, jacks or better, S10.00 for two pair, S15.00 
for three-of-a-kind, and so on. Team members may thus feel 
more like high-rollers in that they are playing for larger pay 
outs, even though the portion of the larger payouts going to 
any one team member would equal a standard payout. 
0097. In various embodiments, team members may vote 
on strategies to be used during a game. For example, each of 
three team members may see the same five cards dealt to the 
team in a team game of video poker. Each team member may 
make a selection as to whether to hold or discard each of the 
five cards. For each card, the server may receive an indication 
of the Votes from each team member's gaming device, and 
may tally up the votes for “keep” or “discard. Cards receiv 
ing a larger number of votes for “keep may be kept, while 
cards receiving a larger number of votes for “discard” may be 
discarded. Tie votes may be broken through random selection 
by the server, or through selection of the option most benefi 
cial to the team in terms of expected winnings, or in terms of 
Some other metric. 

0098. In some embodiments two or more different ways of 
playing a hand are presented to team members, and the team 
members vote only on which way they prefer. Thus, rather 
than Voting on whether to keep or discard each individual card 
in a hand, team members may vote on, e.g., whether to “keep 
the pair or whether to “go for the flush”. In other words team 
members may vote on Strategies, where each strategy encom 
passes decisions on what to do with each card in a hand. The 
strategies presented to team members may be determined by 
the server or by individual team members. For example, a 
team member may receive at his own gaming device a five 
card hand. The team member may then determine a strategy 
by selecting cards to discard and/or selecting cards to keep. 
The team member may then put his strategy up for a vote by 
pressing, e.g., a “submit for Vote' button on his gaming 
device. The team member's hand and strategy may then 
appear displayed on the gaming devices of his fellow team 
members. The fellow team members may then approve or 
disapprove of the strategy. If the approvals are in the majority, 
then the gaming device of the team member may act based on 
the strategy by, e.g., replacing all the discards with new cards. 

Oct. 30, 2008 

If disapprovals outnumber approvals, then the team member 
may modify his strategy and Submit a new strategy to his 
fellow team members. 
0099. When a strategy selected by a first team member is 
displayed on the gaming device of a second, the strategy may 
be indicated in several ways. Cards selected by the first team 
member to discard may be presented in darker or grayer 
colors. Cards selected for discard may be centered along a 
line slightly below the line along which cards to be kept are 
presented. Cards to be kept may be underlined or highlighted. 
Of course, such a display mechanism may also apply when 
strategies are determined by the server. Thus, in various 
embodiments, a strategy for video poker may be determined 
by a first person or entity, and may be presented for a vote of 
approval to members of a team. If the vote is for approval, 
then the strategy may be carried out. 
0100. In some embodiments a team may have a captain or 
other specially designated member. The team captain may 
have a number of responsibilities or privileges. Among them: 
(i) the team captain may make the final decision as to whether 
or not to proceed with a given Strategy in a team game; (ii) the 
team captain may have a view of games being played by other 
team members (e.g., the team captain may be able to see the 
cards of other team members displayed on his display 
screen); (iii) the team captain may provide advice to other 
team members; (iv) the team captain may have the ability to 
make game selections at his gaming device that affect games 
being played at other gaming devices (e.g., the team captain 
may select, at his gaming device, cards from another team 
member's hand to be discarded, after which the gaming 
device of that other team member will discard the cards and 
replace them with new cards); (v) the team captain may have 
veto power over decisions made by other team members (e.g., 
the team captain may override the decisions and provide his 
own decisions); and so on. 
0101. In various embodiments not involving team play, a 

first player may allow second player to make decisions for 
him and/or to override the first player's decisions. The first 
player may be a novice, for example, and appreciate the 
security that comes from having his friend (the second player) 
review his strategic decisions. 
0102. In one or more embodiments, during the start of a 
game, each member of a team is dealt an independent starting 
hand of video poker. However, each team member may have 
displayed on his gaming device an indication of the other 
team members hands. After the starting hands have been 
dealt, the team may choose one of the starting hands. For 
example, the team may vote on a starting hand. The chosen 
hand (e.g., the hand receiving the most votes), may then 
become the starting hand for each team member. That is, the 
starting hand originally dealt to each team member is now 
replaced with the hand that was chosen from amongst all the 
team members’ starting hands. In this way, for example, each 
team member may now start with the best hand from among 
all the starting hands dealt to the team members. Once each 
team member has received a copy of the chosen starting hand, 
each team member may play out the hand independently. 
0103 For example, suppose three team members are play 
ing video poker at three separate gaming devices. A first team 
member is dealt the: 3c 4d 7s Jh Kd. A second team member 
is dealt the: 8h9d 2s 6c Qh. A third team member is dealt the: 
5h 5s 5c 10s Qd. The team members may then vote to select 
one of the three starting hands to be used by each team 
member. According to most conventional standards of poker 
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play, the third starting hand is the best, as it contains three 5s, 
or three of a kind. The hand further has the potential to 
improve to four-of-a-kind, or to a full house. Thus, the three 
team members unanimously vote to select the third hand. 
Each team member than has the third hand displayed on his 
gaming device. The first team member then plays out the hand 
by discarding the 10s Qd and receiving the 8c3h, for a final 
hand of 5h.5s 5c 8c3h, or three-of-a-kind. The second team 
member then plays out the handby discarding the 10s Qd and 
receiving the Ks Kd, for a final hand of 5h.5s 5c Ks Kd, or a 
full-house. The third team member then plays out the handby 
discarding the 10s Qd and receiving the Jh 5d, for a final hand 
of 5h 5s 5c Jh 5d, or a four-of-a-kind. Note that each team 
member has independently played out the same hand, as from 
a different deck. As a result, the three team members have 
finished with three different outcomes. However, each team 
member has still benefited from being able to start with the 
best starting hand from among all the team members. In 
various embodiments, a team need not vote on which starting 
hand is to be used by each team member. Rather each team 
member may select the starting hand he desires from among 
the starting hands achieved by all the team members. 
0104 Various related embodiments may allow an indi 
vidual player (e.g., a player who is not part of a team), to 
receive several choices of a starting hand, to select one of the 
choices, and to then play out his chosen hand to its conclu 
Sion. In this way, a player may tend to receive more favorable 
starting hands of video poker and to thereby have a more 
enjoyable gaming experience. 
0105. In various embodiments a first player at a first gam 
ing device may place a wager on an outcome to be generated 
at a second gaming device. The first player may receive a 
payout based on his wager and the outcome generated at the 
second gaming device. For example, a novice video poker 
player may wish to place bets on the results of his friend, an 
expert player. Thus, the novice player may sit at a gaming 
device adjacent to his friend, and place wagers on the results 
obtained by his friend. The novice may then receive payouts 
based on his wagers and the results of his friend. In this way 
novice players or players afraid of strategic games may still 
gain enjoyment from participating. 
0106. In one or more embodiments, two or more team 
members may play independent hands of video poker. How 
ever, cards discarded by the team members may go into a 
common pool of discards. The pool of discards may then be 
used to create a hand of video poker that benefits the team. For 
example, Suppose Sam is playing a game in which he holds 
the JSJh 8c 5s 2d. Linda is playing a game in which she holds 
the Ad Ac 8s 4d2c. Sam may discard the 8c 5s and 2d, while 
Linda may discard the 8s 4d and 2c. The common pool of 
discards may therefore consist of the 8c 5s 2d 8s 4d2c. From 
this pool of discards, the best poker hand according to most 
conventional standards would be 8c 8s 2d 2c 5s, for an out 
come of two pair. The team (in this example, Sam and Linda) 
may then receive a payout based on the outcome formed from 
all the team's discards. For example, Sam and Linda may each 
receive one coin based on the outcome. Team members may, 
in addition, receive payouts based on the hands formed from 
their own initial starting hands (e.g., from hands formed by 
replacing their discards). Note that outcomes formed from 
team discards need not correspond to the same pay schedule 
as outcomes formed from team members starting hands. The 
present embodiments may create interesting and exciting 
strategic considerations for members of a team. For example, 
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a member of team may face the dilemma of keeping a favor 
able card for himself, or of discarding the card so that the 
discarded cards of the team will form a favorable outcome. 
Adding to the dilemma may be the fact that a given team 
member will keep a payout based on his own hand all to 
himself, whereas he will have to split a payout based on the 
team's discards with his fellow team members. 

0107. In various embodiments, team hands formed from 
discards need not contain only five cards. For example, if on 
a team of four, two team members each discard three cards, 
and two team members each discard two cards, then there are 
now ten discards in the team's pool of discards. From these 
ten cards, “Super-hands' may be formed. For example, hands 
consisting of ten cards in ascending rank order may form 
“super-straights’. Note also that five card hands may be 
formed that would be impossible to form from conventional 
fifty-two card decks. For example, “five-of-a-kinds' could be 
formed, or “pair-flushes' could be formed. This is because 
cards in the pool of discards are taken from separate decks. A 
team may receive special payouts for hands using more or less 
than five cards, or for various hands unavailable through 
standard play with a fifty-two card deck. 
0108. In various embodiments, the pool of a team's dis 
cards is limited in size. The pool may, for example, belimited 
to containing only five cards. If a Subset of team members 
have already discarded five cards during a particular game 
(e.g., where one game involves each player on a team playing 
an independent hand at his/her own gaming device), and 
another team member discards a sixth card, then the sixth card 
may displace one of the cards already discarded. This may be 
unfortunate, as the five cards already discarded may form a 
favorable team hand. Therefore, team members may face a 
dilemma in making discards. On the one hand, they may 
desire to rid themselves of unfavorable cards. However, on 
the other hand, they may wish to avoid displacing more favor 
able cards in the team hand. So team members do not col 
laborate on an order in which to make discard decisions (e.g., 
such that the five best cards for the team hand are the last to be 
discarded), there may be a fixed protocol with which discards 
from individual hands populate the team hand. For example, 
the protocol may dictate that team member one's discards are 
all to populate the team hand first, followed by team member 
two's discards, and so on. In some embodiments, if the team 
hand is already full, then no team member may make any 
further discards. Such team members may thereby be stuck 
with less than desirable hands. 

0109. In various embodiments, multiple team hands may 
beformed from a pool of discarded cards. Such hands may be 
formed based on a defined order. For example, the discards of 
team member one populate card one of hand one, card one of 
hand two, card one of hand three, card two of hand one, etc. 
Alternatively, the server may form one or more hands from 
the pool of discards according to the formation most favor 
able to the players. The server may also form the team hands 
based on a random ordering of the pool of discards. For 
example, the server may shuffle the pool of discards and deal 
them out into the prescribed number of team hands. 
0110. In various embodiments team members may have 
the opportunity to Swap or trade cards. For example, if team 
member one needs the Jd to make a favorable hand, and team 
member two needs the 8c to make a favorable hand, then team 
member one may provide the 8c to team member two in 
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exchange for the Ja. Of course, trades need not benefit both 
team members. Also trades may be made among several team 
members. 
0111. In some embodiments, a first team member may 
purchase a card from a second team member. For example, a 
first team member may purchase the 6d from a second team 
member by providing the second team member with five 
credits. The card and/or credits may be transferred via a 
casino network. In some embodiments, a trade may involve 
both credits and card(s) from a team member. For example, 
one team member may trade five credits and an Ah for a 6d. 
Once a first team member has received a card from a fellow 
team member, the first team member may utilize the card in 
his own hand of video poker. 
0112. In some embodiments, team members all choose 
discards, which then enter a pool of discards. Team members 
may then choose replacement cards from among the pool of 
discards. In this way, team members are essentially engaging 
in a team-wide trade of cards. If it so happens that more than 
one team member desires a particular card from the pool of 
discards, then the card may be assigned at random, by Vote, 
according to a predetermined priority of the team members, 
or by some other assigning means. In some embodiments, 
replacement cards are dealt at random to members of a team 
from the pool of discards. In these embodiments, a first team 
member may discard cards that might help a second team 
member. However, the second team member is not guaran 
teed to receive Such cards, as they may instead go to other 
team members (or back to the first team member). This may 
create Some excitement in that a first team member needs one 
card to a highly favorable outcome, and a second team mem 
ber has the needed card. The first team member and the 
second team member may then each discard and hope that the 
discard of the second team member finds its way to the first 
team member. 

Video Poker Tournaments 

0113. In various embodiments one or more players may 
compete in a tournament involving play of a video poker 
game. Tournament entrants may each pay an entry fee. Each 
may then sit at a separate gaming device. These gaming 
devices may include certain gaming devices specially desig 
nated for tournament play. Gaming devices designated for 
tournament play may, for example, have paying functions 
disabled (e.g., such gaming devices may not respond to a 
"cashout selection), and may have especially high payout 
tables. During the course of a tournament, entrants may play 
as many video poker hands as they can in an effort to accu 
mulate the most in aggregate payouts. An aggregate payout 
may be tallied, e.g., as a credit balance. An entrant's aggregate 
payout may be visible to all other entrants, as on the screens 
of the other entrants' gaming devices. Alternatively, the 
aggregate payouts of the tournament leaders at any one time 
may be displayed for the other entrants. At the end of a 
tournament, entrants may receive cash or other prizes based 
on their aggregate payouts in relation to the aggregate payouts 
of the other entrants. For example, the entrant with the highest 
aggregate payout may receive S1000, the second finishing 
entrant may receive S500, and so on. 
0114 Tournament play of video poker may present some 
interesting strategic decisions for players. A player may wish 
to play quickly in view of the fact that more payouts can be 
obtained if more outcomes are generated in the first place. 
However, a player may not wish to play so quickly that he 
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does not have time to make good decisions. Furthermore, 
players may make decisions based on their relative standing 
in the tournament at any one time. A player leading the 
tournament may wish to make decisions that present maxi 
mum expected return. However, a person who is behind in a 
tournament may make risky decisions. For example, a person 
who is behind in a tournament may tend to pursue more high 
paying outcomes. Although hitting Such outcomes may be 
unlikely, the person may require Such outcomes in order to 
have a chance of winning the tournament. 
0.115. In some tournament embodiments, all players may 
receive the same starting hands. For example, the fifth starting 
hand received by a first player will be the same as the fifth 
starting hand received by a second player. In this way, the 
tournament may be perceived to be more equitable, as each 
player starts with the same “luck'. In some embodiments, all 
“decks' used for a given hand (e.g., the tenth) hand, may have 
the same order. In this way, play is made even more equitable. 
However, there then arises the possibility that a first player 
will complete a given hand prior to the second player, and 
then inform the second player of the ordering of the deck used 
for the given hand, allowing the second player to employ a 
more favorable strategy than the second player might other 
wise have employed. Therefore, in some embodiments, 
although each player may receive the same starting hand for 
corresponding handle pulls, each player may play out the 
deck using an independently shuffled deck of cards. 
0116. In addition to the feelings of equitability provided 
by tournaments in which players have the same starting 
hands, such tournaments may also provide discussion points 
for the players. For example, after a tournament, one player 
might ask another, “What did you do on that hand where you 
had three tens, but also three cards to the royal?' Players may 
tout their skill or foresight at having made a bold decision that 
turned out well for a hand in which other players were more 
timid. 

0117. In some embodiments, tournaments may form on an 
ad-hoc basis at ordinary gaming devices (e.g., at gaming 
devices that have not been especially altered for tournament 
play). When a predetermined number of players agree to 
engage in tournament play, the tournament may start. Each 
player may be required to pay an entry fee which may then 
help to form a tournament prize pool. During tournament 
play, players may continue to make wagers and receive pay 
outs, as normal. The player with the most in gross payouts 
(i.e., payouts without regard to wagers), may win the tourna 
ment. After a predetermined period of time has elapsed since 
the start of the tournament, the leading player or players may 
receive a prize. In some embodiments, the casino may spon 
sor or contribute to a tournament prize, as tournaments may 
encourage players to engage in greater amounts of play. 
0118. In some embodiments a slot server may automati 
cally create a tournament when two or more players are 
playing in proximity to one another, Such as at adjacent gam 
ing devices. The players may be free to ignore the tournament 
conditions, and to continue playing as normal. However, 
players may be encouraged to compete by the possibility of 
winning a tournament prize. The players may thereby be 
encouraged to play more rapidly and to thereby provide more 
business for the casino. 
0119) A player may automatically be entered into a tour 
nament based on a triggering event. Triggering events may 
include: (i) the player's credit balance reaches, exceeds, or 
falls below a certain level; (ii) the player achieves a certain 



US 2008/0268958 A1 

outcome; (iii) the player completes a certain amount of play 
(e.g., a certain number of handle pulls). 
0120 Players may enter tournaments that are already in 
progress. Players who enter late may receive some automatic 
points or acknowledged winnings, even though the players 
did not actually attain the winnings. Such winnings may be 
set equal to, e.g., the average winnings of all current tourna 
ment players, the winnings of the worst performing tourna 
ment player, the winnings of the tournament player in the 
seventy-fifth percentile, and so on. Alternatively, players may 
receive acknowledged winnings based on a predetermined 
schedule. For example the schedule may indicate that a player 
who starts five minutes late may start with fifty points, a 
player who starts ten minutes late receives one hundred 
points, and so on. 
0121 Tournaments in which players begin with similar 
starting hands are not limited to video poker. In various 
embodiments, slot machine tournaments may allow all play 
ers to begin with one or more common symbols for corre 
sponding spins. For example, on the tenth spin, all players 
may begin with “bar-bar on the first two reels. The players 
may then each spin the third reel. Tournaments may allow 
players to begin from common situations in any game. In 
Some embodiments, tournaments include play in bonus 
rounds. Accordingly, players may each start from a common 
game situation in a bonus round. For example, players may 
each start at “level three' of a multi-level bonus round. 

0122. In one or more embodiments, a player may be 
engaged in Standard play at a gaming device. From this stan 
dard play, a Subset of handle pulls made by the player may 
also count towards a tournament result. For example, every 
fifth outcome generated by a player at a gaming device may 
count towards a tournament result. Alternatively, the slot 
server may choose a random player outcome from every 
non-overlapping ten-minute interval during a player session. 
For example, one of a player's outcomes may be chosen from 
outcomes generated between 10:10 and 10:20. Another one of 
the player's outcomes may be chosen from outcomes gener 
ated between 10:20 and 10:30, and so on. Once the player has 
accumulated Sufficient tournament outcomes, the player may 
become eligible to win a tournament prize. Similarly, teams 
may compete against other teams in tournaments. For 
example, the best outcome generated by a team within a given 
thirty-second interval may count towards a tournament result 
of the team. The thirty-second intervals may be chosen ran 
domly by the slot server. Teams may not be informed of the 
chosen time intervals until after they occur. In this way, mem 
bers of a team cannot tailor their play by playing especially 
fast only when they know their best outcome in the next thirty 
seconds will count towards a tournament result. Teams may 
thus be encouraged to play quickly throughout a day or other 
period of time. 
0123. In various embodiments, players may be identified 
as belonging to the same team through outward displays of 
their gaming devices. For example, the background colors of 
all the display Screens of fellow team members gaming 
devices may be the same (e.g., may all be purple). Thus, one 
team may be represented by the color purple, e.g., as the 
purple team. Another team may be the orange team. Other 
badges of team membership may include flashing lights at 
gaming devices of team members, distinctive sounds at gam 
ing devices of team members, distinctive graphics, and so on. 
In some embodiments, a first team member's gaming device 
may display an arrow pointing to the gaming device of 
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another team member. In this way, a chain of one gaming 
device indicating another gaming device may illustrate the 
connection of all members of a team with one another. 

0.124. In various embodiments two team members may 
each be dealt the same starting hand. Each team member may 
then play out the same starting hand using a common deck of 
cards. In other words, replacement cards drawn by a first team 
member will be unavailable to a second team member. There 
fore, a first team member may choose a first strategy. The 
second team member may then choose a second strategy 
based on the replacement cards dealt to the first team member. 
For example, if the first member held a pair and received two 
replacement cards of the same rank as the two pair cards in the 
starting hand, thereby making “four-of-a-kind the second 
team member would be more likely to pursue a different 
strategy than that pursued by the first team member. This is 
because the second team member would be unable to obtain 
either of the two beneficial cards already obtained by the first 
team member. Instead, the second team member might 
choose a strategy to pursue a flush. The present embodiments 
may encourage a sampling of both 'safe' strategies and 
“risky Strategies for a given starting hand. For example, one 
team member may try a safe strategy. If the strategy is effec 
tive, the second team member may feel as if the initial invest 
ment (the wager) has been recovered, so that more speculative 
approaches may now be employed without risk of loss. 
0.125. In various embodiments, two or more players may 
engage in a competition with one another in which each 
contributes an amount to a prize pool. The contributed 
amount may be considered a wager, entry fee, or other type of 
payment. The players may then generate one or more out 
comes. Players with the best series of outcomes (e.g., with the 
highest gross winnings from among the several outcomes) 
may receive the entire prize pool. In some embodiments, the 
contribution from each player is his or her wager at his or her 
respective gaming device. The prize pool is then the sum of all 
payouts received by all the players. Thus, the player who 
obtains the best series of outcomes during a competition 
period may receive an amount equal to the Sum of all payouts 
obtained by all the competing players during the competition 
period. Losing players may receive nothing and may, addi 
tionally, Suffer the loss of wagers expended during the com 
petition. 
I0126. In one or more embodiments, all payouts and other 
winnings from a group of players may be pooled into a com 
mon account. The account may, at the conclusion of some 
predetermined time period, be divided among the players 
equally, or according to predefined rules. In these embodi 
ments, players may share the risk of loss among fellow group 
members, while also benefiting from any wins obtained by 
fellow players. 
0127. In one or more embodiments, five team members 
may each separately play out their own independent games of 
Video poker on, e.g., five separate gaming devices, a single 
gaming device with five different seats and screens, or some 
combination of single and multi-player gaming devices. The 
final hands of the team players may then be combined into a 
five-by-five grid. In one or more embodiments the first row of 
the grid is formed by a first of the team members hands, the 
second row of the grid is formed by the second of the team 
members hands, and so on. The five-by-five grid will then 
contain at least twelve possible poker hands. One poker hand 
may be formed from each of the five rows. One poker hand 
may be formed from each of the five columns. Further, one 
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poker hand may be formed from each of the two diagonals. 
The team may receive a payout based on the poker hands 
formed by the grid. For example, each of the twelve poker 
hands may be compared to a team payout schedule (which 
may be different from a standard payout schedule). The pay 
outs for each of the twelve hands may be summed, and the 
resulting Sum may then be divided equally (or in some other 
fashion) among the five team members. It will be appreciated 
that individual team hands may form the columns of the team 
grid, rather than the rows. The cards from all the five team 
hands may also be shuffled together and dealt into the grid at 
random. It will be appreciated that there are many other ways 
in which the grid may be populated by cards from team 
members hands, and that these other ways are contemplated 
by the present invention. It will be appreciated that the grid 
may be formed from starting hands of the individual team 
members, as well as from final hands. The grid may also be 
formed from cards discarded by the team members. The grid 
may even be formed by Some cards present in an initial hand 
of a team member, and by Some cards present in a final hand 
of a team member. The grid may contain one or more wild 
cards. Such as a wild card in the center that may act as any 
other card (or as several cards at once, e.g., if the same wild 
card forms a part of several different hands). It will be appre 
ciated that rather than being paid for twelve hands of the grid, 
the team members may be paid based on the best hand con 
tained in the grid, the best three hands, etc. 
0128. The present embodiments may create interesting 
strategic dynamics for team members. Team members may 
try to decide which cards to hold and discard from their hands 
based not only on the value of the cards to their own hands, but 
based also on the potential value of those cards within the 
team's five-by-five grid.To aid team members in making their 
discard decisions, each team member's gaming device may 
display the hands of all five team members in one five-by-five 
grid on its display screen. A team member may then decide 
whether to hold or discard a particular card based on how the 
decision would effect hands of the team grid incorporating 
that card. 

0129. In various embodiments employing a five-by-five 
grid of cards as a team outcome, wildcards may be added. For 
example, a wild card may always automatically populate the 
center of the grid, much as a free space populates the center of 
a bingo card. A wildcard could also be added at random (e.g., 
to replace an existing card in the randomly selected space). In 
various embodiments, one or more players on the team might 
pay to move cards from one spot on the grid to another. 
Evidently, team members might use the ability to move cards 
in order to create better hands across the rows, columns or 
diagonals of the grid. 
0130. It will be appreciated that poker hands may be 
formed from any five cards contained within a grid, not just 
from rows, columns or diagonals. The present invention fur 
ther contemplates grids of other dimensions. For example, 
each of six team members might receive six cards. A team 
grid might then consist of a six by six grid of cards. A poker 
hand in any given row of six, for example, might then be the 
best five-card hand of the six cards. Alternatively, the poker 
hand might be evaluated according to a six-card standard in 
which, for example, flushes require six cards of the same Suit 
rather than five. Grids might also be formed from six hands of 
five cards (for a six by five grid), from four hands offive cards 
(for a four by five grid), or from any other conceivable com 
bination of team members hands. 
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I0131. In various embodiments, there may be a predefined 
order as to how team members hands populate a team grid. 
For example, a first predetermined team member's hand 
might always form the first line of the grid. A second prede 
termined team members hand might always form the second 
line of the grid, and so on. In some embodiments, team 
members hands may populate a grid in the order that the team 
members complete their hands. For example, the first team 
member to choose discards and receive replacement cards 
may have his hand go in the first row of the grid. The second 
team member to choose discards and receive replacement 
cards may have his hand go into the second row of the grid, 
and so on. Team members hands may also populate the grid 
according to their rankings. For example, the highest ranking 
hand from among the team members hands may go in the first 
row of the grid, and so on. In some embodiments, each team 
member is assigned a random number at the start of a game. 
The random numbers may range from one to five, and each 
number assigned may be different. The rows of the five-by 
five team grid are also assigned random numbers in the same 
range. Then, the completed hand of each team member is 
assigned to the row whose number corresponds to the random 
number assigned to the team member at the start of the game. 
0.132. In some embodiments, a grid may be populated by 
only a single player. For example, a player may play five 
separate games of video poker. The games may be consecu 
tive. The games may or may not be played using cards from 
the same deck. Cards from the five games (e.g., the cards of 
the final hand in each game) may be used to populate a 
five-by-five grid. Thus, after five games, a five-by-five grid 
may be fully populated. After the grid has been fully popu 
lated, the player may receive a bonus based on the poker 
hands formed in the five-by-five grid. Of course, a single 
player may populate a grid of other dimensions, and need not 
take as many or as little as five hands to do so. 

Playing Table Poker Using Slot Machines 
I0133. In some embodiments players may compete with 
one another as if in a real game of poker. That is, players may 
bet against one another, trying to bluff their opponents into 
folding, or trying to lure their opponents to bet when the 
players themselves hold good hands. Exemplary games of 
poker include five-card draw, seven-card stud, Texas 
Hold'em, and Omaha. Such games are conventionally played 
attables with live dealers, real cards, and face to face with real 
opponents. However poker games played in conventional 
ways can prove intimidating to new or inexperienced players. 
When novices hesitate because they are unsure of the rules of 
play, other players may become impatient and pressure the 
novice, causing considerable embarrassment. Therefore nov 
ices and other players may prefer playing against other play 
ers in a networked environment using a device Such as a slot 
machine or video poker machine as a network terminal. 
0.134 Thus, in one or more embodiments, a gaming device 
may serve as a network terminal for a game of poker against 
other human opponents. A server may determine cards to be 
dealt to players, as well as community cards (i.e., cards that 
may be used by any player in a poker game to form a poker 
hand). A player's hand may be displayed on his gaming 
device, while community cards may be displayed on the 
gaming devices of all players involved in a game of poker. A 
player may insert money into his gaming device. Such money 
may then be used for making bets, calls, raises, etc., and for 
posting antes in a game of poker. Players may use various 
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buttons on their gaming devices to indicate a type of bet. Such 
buttons may be labeled, e.g., “bet,” “fold,” “call,” “raise.” 
“check, and so on. 
0135 Conventional gaming devices do not make an effort 
to conceal what is displayed on their display Screens. How 
ever, if a gaming device is used for the game of poker, then it 
may be desirable that only a player be able to see at least some 
of the contents of the display screen. For example, ifa player's 
cards are displayed on the display screen, the player does not 
want others to see the cards, as other viewers may include 
opposing players at nearby gaming devices, or confederates 
of other players. Therefore, in one or more embodiments of 
the invention, a gaming device includes a display screen that 
is easy for a player to conceal. The display Screen may lie 
approximately parallel to the ground, so that it is easy for a 
player to rest his hand over the top of the display screen. A 
player may thus maintain his hands over the images of cards 
dealt to him. When a player needs to see his cards, the player 
may part his hands slightly in Sucha way as to give him a view, 
but make it difficult for others to see the hand. Various 
embodiments of the present invention also envision a display 
which lies very close to, or which coincides with, the outside 
Surface of the gaming device. This contrasts with a display 
screen that is inset into a gaming device, with a glass or plastic 
protective shield several inches above. A player would have 
more difficulty concealing the view of Such an inset display 
screen, as another player would be able to look under the 
player's hands from the side. 
0136. In various embodiments, a poker player may desire 
to use his hands for other purposes than just concealing cards 
shown on his display Screen. For example, the player may 
wish to lift his hands to press buttons in order to indicate a 
wager selection. Therefore, in various embodiments, a player 
may provide an indication that he wants his cards to be hid 
den. For example, a player may look at his cards after they are 
dealt and may then press a “hide cards' or similarly labeled 
button. The player's cards may then become hidden. For 
example, the backs of the cards may be displayed on the 
display screen. If the player later wishes to view the cards 
again, the player may press a “show cards.” “unhide cards, or 
similarly labeled button. 
0.137 Invarious embodiments, a player may conceal cards 
by means of a sliding door or other Substantially opaque 
contraption that that slides over or covers the area of the 
screen where the player's cards are shown. 
0.138. In various embodiments, one player involved in a 
poker game against other players may receive hints from the 
slot server in the guise of a friendly avatar displayed on the 
player's display screen. The avatar may give the player hints 
as to the cards held in an opponent's hand, the percentage of 
times in which an opponent has bluffed in similar situations to 
this, the percentage of times in which an opponent has folded 
when someone has made a prior bet, and so on. If an avatar 
gives a player information that would not ordinarily be avail 
able in a poker game (e.g., information about the cards held by 
the opponent), then the player's opponent may share in any 
winnings obtained by the player. 
0139 Hints given to a player may take the form of a “bluff 
meter.” A bluff meter may graphically (e.g., through a dial) 
indicate the likelihood that an opponent is bluffing. The like 
lihood may be derived from historical statistics about the 
opponent's play, or through actual inside knowledge of the 
opponent's handby the slot server. A bluff meter may, in some 
embodiments, indicate the likelihood that an opponent has a 
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range of hands. For example, a bluff meter might indicate that 
the opponent probably has a “weak’ hand, or probably has a 
hand with two-pair or better. 
0140. In various video poker embodiments (whether or 
not teams are involved), a deck may include one or more 
special cards that trigger a bonus round. Special cards may 
include standard cards (e.g., the jack of diamonds), or they 
may include new cards, such as a card labeled "Bonus 
Round. When a special card is dealt, the player may enter 
into a bonus game, in which, as is well known, play may differ 
from regular play, and in which payouts may often be 
achieved more readily and at little risk to the player. 
0141 Invarious team embodiments, one player may trans 
fercredits or other currency to another player, such as a fellow 
team member. The player may transfer money using visual 
representations of currency owned by the player. For 
example, the player may use amouse pointer, track ball, or his 
own finger (e.g., on a touch screen) to drag and drop "coins 
representing the player's credit balance to an area of his 
display screen labeled with a teammate's name and/oran icon 
representing the teammate. The number of credits corre 
sponding to the coins dragged and dropped may then be 
deducted form the player's balance and added to the team 
member's balance. Before the transfer is completed, however, 
the player may receive a confirmation screen in which he is 
asked whether he really wants to give the indicated amount of 
credits to his teammate (or to the other player). If the player 
answers affirmatively, then the transfer may be completed. 
Transfers of currency allow one team member to support 
another who may have run out or money. Without the partici 
pation of one team member, the whole team may suffer. For 
example, a team may require at least five players to be viable. 
Therefore, the transfer of credits may better enable team play. 
Further, husband-and-wife couples may transfer credits to 
one another so that, e.g., one does not have to get up from 
his/her gaming device to go ask the other for more money, 
thereby allowing others to take the gaming device. 

Community Cards 
0142. In various embodiments, two or more players may 
share community cards. As used in the present embodiments, 
“community cards' may be cards that may be used by each or 
any of two or more players in order to form a hand of poker. 
In one example, each player receives three personal cards, 
and there are five community cards. For instance, during a 
given game, the community cards may be: As 10d 4c 3c2c. 
Joe may receive as his personal cards: JS 9c 5d. Sue may 
receive as her personal cards: 10s 10c 7h. Joe's best hand 
employs the best five cards from among his three personal 
cards and the five community cards. Therefore, Joe's hand 
currently ranks as a straight: 5d 4c 3c2c As. Sue's best hand 
currently ranks as three of a kind: 10s 10c 10d Ad 7h. In 
various embodiments, the game is finished after each player 
receives his/her personal cards and the community cards. 
Players are simply paid based on the best poker hands formed 
from their personal cards and the community cards. However, 
in some embodiments, players may have the opportunity to 
draw new cards to replace one or more of their personal cards. 
Thus, for example, Joe may keep his 5d, but discard the Js and 
9c, hoping for e.g., the 6c 5c, which would give him a straight 
flush: 6c 5c 4c 3c2c. Susan may keep her 10s 10c, but discard 
her 7h, hoping for the 10c (giving her four-of-a-kind) or for 
another card to pair with the AS, 4c, 3c, or 2c, any of which 
would give her a full house. Once players have discarded and 
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received replacement cards, players may be paid based on the 
best poker hands formed from their personal hands and from 
the community cards. In various embodiments, players may 
also choose to discard and replace community cards. In Such 
embodiments, each player may receive separate copies of the 
community cards. In other words, community cards may be 
displayed on the display screens of each of the players. The 
players may each then choose whether or not to keep or 
discard community cards. A replacement card dealt for a 
discarded community card may only count for the player who 
discarded the community card. In various embodiments, all 
players involved in a single game (e.g., a sequence of events 
in which community cards are dealt, personal hands are dealt 
to participating players, and final outcomes are determined 
for each of the participating players based on their personal 
hands and the community cards) may play from the same 
deck. In other words, replacement cards dealt to a first player 
involved in a game may be unavailable for dealing to a second 
player. Alternatively, each player may play from separate 
decks. The deck used for a given player may, however, have 
removed from it the community cards and the personal cards 
already dealt to that player. Additionally, the separate decks 
may be shuffled in different ways. In one exemplary game, 
community cards are dealt from a first randomly shuffled 
deck. Electronic decks used for each participating player then 
have the community cards removed. Then, each player 
receives his personal cards from his own deck (e.g., the elec 
tronic deck used by his gaming device). The player then 
chooses discards and receives replacement cards from his 
own deck. 

0143 Video poker embodiments involving community 
cards may have a strong psychological draw for players. If for 
example, community cards are favorable, then all participat 
ing players will form advantageous hands. For example, if 
community cards themselves form a full-house, then all par 
ticipating players will achieve at least a full house. Therefore, 
ifa player misses a game in which favorable community cards 
were dealt, he will see a whole group of others doing will and 
will feel as if he has missed out. Therefore, a player may be 
tempted to join in a game involving community cards due to 
the desire not to miss out. Additionally, if community cards 
are poor, then, by being involved, a player can share his 
disappointment with other players also involved. Therefore, 
embodiments involving community cards can create a shared 
experience and camaraderie among video poker players. 
Players need not necessarily be on the same team or be related 
in any way. However, they may still enjoy a shared experi 
CCC. 

0144. In one or more video poker embodiments, a player 
may sell a card from his hand. The player may, for example, 
designate a card in his hand for sale. The player may indicate 
a sales price or, alternatively, allow bidding on the card in an 
auction format. The slot server may, in turn, display the card 
on the display screens of other video poker players. The slot 
server may indicate on each of the display screens the identity 
of the card (e.g., the Ac) and may indicate the price. The price 
may include the price asked by the selling player plus, in some 
embodiments, a fee imposed by the casino. 
0145 A video poker player who sees a card for sale and 
who sees that he can use it may agree to buy the card. The 
player may agree by, for instance, touching an area of his 
display screen where the card for sale is displayed. The play 
er's gaming device may then flash a confirmation screen 
asking if the player wishes to purchase the card for the asked 
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price. If the player answers in the affirmative, then the price of 
the card may be deducted from the player's credit balance, 
and the player may then have the opportunity to incorporate 
the card into a current hand of video poker in which he is 
engaged. Meanwhile, the player who had sold the card may 
have the card disappear from his hand and/or display screen, 
and may have the price he had asked for added to his credit 
balance. Any difference between the amount paid by the 
buyer and the amount received by the seller may constitute the 
casino's commission, and may therefore be kept by the 
casino. 
0146 In various embodiments, it is important for the 
casino to keep a commission. Otherwise, players might 
cheaply purchase cards that would result in highly favorable 
outcomes, thereby costing the casino money. A casino can 
therefore set a commission in Such a way that the extra value 
obtained by a player in terms of payout is lost in the commis 
Sion. In other words, if a player can improve his payout by 
twenty-two coins (e.g., by improving his hand from a three 
of-a-kind to a four-of-a-kind by purchasing a fourth card of a 
given rank), then the casino may charge a commission of 
twenty-two coins on the purchase. The casino has then lost no 
value from the transaction. 
0147 In some embodiments, a player may purchase a card 
before he has selected any replacement cards for a given 
starting hand. In Such embodiments, a casino may construct a 
commission based on a change in the expected value of the 
purchaser's hand. For example, if by purchasing a given card, 
a player can increase the expected value of his hand from 
three coins to six coins, then the casino may charge a com 
mission of three coins on the sale of the card. 

0.148. In some embodiments, the sold card is one of the 
cards discarded by the seller during his own game of video 
poker. In other embodiments, a sold card may be any card 
held by the seller, even if the card is in the final hand of the 
seller. In such embodiments, if the card is sold, it may not 
count in the seller's hand. 

0149. In some embodiments, a deck may include a special 
card, designated as a "Sure Win' card. When dealt to a player 
on a given hand, the card may allow a player to play a Subse 
quent hand of video poker in which he is Sure to obtain a 
winning hand (e.g., a hand with a positive payout). In addi 
tion, in some embodiments, a first player may be able to 
transfer the "Sure Win' card to a second player. For example, 
Suppose the first and second players are on a team, and the 
second player has suffered a losing streak. The first player 
may obtain a "Sure Win' card and transfer it to the second 
player in order to cheer him up and break his losing streak. 
0150. In some embodiments, a first player at a gaming 
device may recruit other players to begin play at other gaming 
devices. The first player may instruct the other players to 
designate the first player as the player that recruited them. For 
example, the first player may instruct the other players to type 
in an identifying number for the first player. The first player 
may receive better odds in a game as a function of the number 
of players he recruits. For example, if a player recruits one 
other player, then the player may play with a deck in which all 
two's are removed. The player is thereby more likely to obtain 
a pair, Jack's or Better. If a player recruits two other players, 
then the player may play with a deck in which two's and 
three's are removed, and so on. Of course, a player may also 
receive improved payouts based on the number of other play 
ers he recruits. Note that the present embodiments may just as 
well apply to the play of reel slot machines as to video poker. 
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A player may receive improved odds of hitting a winning 
outcome for every player he recruits. Evidently, a casino 
benefits from increased business when players are recruiting 
others to play. 
0151. In one or more embodiments, one or more team 
members may place a wager for a team outcome that is 
guaranteed to be a winner. The team outcome may be formed 
from the discards of team members, or from any other cards 
held by the team members. Supposing, for example, that the 
team outcome is a five-card hand consisting of discards, the 
server may always form a five-card hand from the discards 
wherein the five-card hand has a positive payout. If no Such 
hand can be made from the existing discards, then team mem 
bers may be allowed to contribute cards held in their hands 
(such cards may still count towards individual payouts for the 
team members). If a paying team outcome still cannot be 
formed, then team members may be allowed to repeatedly 
draw one or more cards from the deck to replace one or more 
cards in the team outcome in order to guarantee that the team 
outcome will be a winner. In embodiments where a team 
outcome is guaranteed to win, the wager that must be pro 
vided by the team may be higher. 
0152. In various embodiments in which team members are 
allowed to trade cards, trades may be suggested or carried out 
automatically by the slot server. The slot server may take the 
guise of an avatar. The avatar may, for example, be shown 
carrying away one card from a first team members hand, 
walking off the screen of the first team member's gaming 
device, walking onto the screen of a second team members 
gaming device and depositing the card. The avatar may then 
retrieve a card from the second team member for use by the 
first team member. The slot server may select trades of cards 
in Such a way as to maximize the sum of the payouts for all of 
the hands of the team members. Team members may, in some 
embodiments, decline or overrule the Suggestions of the slot 
SeVe. 

0153. In various embodiments involving team play, a team 
member may desire to leave his gaming device. For example, 
the team member may need to use the restroom facilities. 
However, the team member may disrupt team play by leaving, 
even temporarily. Thus, in one or more embodiments, a 
departing team member may set his gaming device into “auto 
play' mode. The gaming device may then make strategic 
decisions autonomously. The gaming device may make deci 
sions according to a predetermined strategy table. Such as a 
table detailing optimal strategy in any given situation. Alter 
natively, the departing player may leave instructions as to how 
to play various hands. In various embodiments, the departing 
team player's hands of video poker (or other game situations) 
may be displayed on the display screens of one or more of his 
fellow team members. The other team players may then serve 
as a check on the decisions of the gaming device. For 
example, other team players may have the ability to overrule 
the decisions of the departed player's gaming device if they 
feel the gaming device's decisions are incorrect. Fellow team 
players may then provide their own decisions, transfer Such 
decisions through the network to the departed player's gam 
ing device, and thereby cause the departed player's gaming 
device to play in accordance with their decisions. In some 
embodiments, fellow team members, such as a team captain, 
may play for the departed player directly, without the 
departed player's gaming device Suggesting any decisions. 
0154) In one or more embodiments, a first video poker 
player may purchase the starting hand of a second video poker 
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player. For example, Joe and Sue are video poker players. Sue 
obtains a starting hand of 4s 5s 6s 8s Kh. Joe, sitting next to 
Sue, sees Sue's hand and wishes he could play it out. There 
fore, he indicates at his gaming device a desire to purchase the 
current starting hand at Sue's gaming device (in some 
embodiments, Joe may enter indications of the cards of Sue's 
hand into his gaming device). Joe's gaming device may then 
quote him a price for purchasing the starting hand. Joe may 
then insert currency, or have credits deducted, in an amount 
sufficient to cover the cost of the hand. The starting hand of: 
4S5s 6s 8s Kh may then appear on the screen of Joe's gaming 
device. Joe may then play out the hand as he sees fit, and 
receive a payout based on the final hand. For instance, Joe 
may discard the Kh, receive a replacement card of 10s, and 
receive a payout of six coins for a flush. Note that the price of 
purchasing the starting hand may be determined based on the 
expected value of the purchased hand. For example, if a 
player can expect to earn an average payout offive coins from 
a given starting hand, the player may be required to pay at 
least five coins in order to begin from the designated Starting 
hand. 

0.155. In various embodiments, a method performed by a 
casino server, gaming device, network of gaming devices, or 
other system or entity, may include the following steps. A first 
card may be determined for a first player at a first gaming 
device. In some embodiments, only a first card is determined 
for the first player at the first gaming device. A second card 
may be determined for a second player at a second gaming 
device, in which the first card and the second card form part of 
a starting hand of a single game of poker. The starting hand of 
video poker may further include a fifth, a sixth, and a seventh 
card determined for a third, a fourth, and a fifth player, respec 
tively. A first discard decision from the first player may be 
received. For example, the first player may decide whether to 
hold or whether to discard the first card. The first player may 
make his decision after one or more cards of the starting hand 
(e.g., after all of the cards of the starting hand) have been 
determined. A second discard decision from the second 
player may be received. A third, a fourth, and a fifth discard 
decision may be received from the third, the fourth, and the 
fifth player, respectively. A third card for the first player may 
be determined based on the first discard decision. For 
example, if the first player decided to discard the first card, 
then the third card may be a new card that is dealt from an 
electronic deck stored in the memory of the first gaming 
device. If the first player decided not to discard the first card, 
then the third card may be the first card. 
0156 A fourth card for the second player may be deter 
mined based on the second discard decision. An eighth, a 
ninth, and a tenth card may be determined based on the third, 
the fourth, and the fifth discard decision, respectively, from 
the third fourth, and fifth players. A final hand of the game of 
poker may be determined based on the third card and the 
fourth card. For example, the final hand may be a hand that 
includes the third and fourth cards. The final hand may also be 
determined based on the eighth, ninth and tenth cards. For 
example, the final hand may include the third, fourth, eight, 
ninth and tenth cards. In some embodiments, the final may 
consist only of the third, fourth, eighth, ninth, and tenth cards. 
A payout may be provided to a group comprising the first and 
second players based on the final hand. The same group may 
also comprise the third, fourth, and fifth players, which group 
may also receive the payout. 
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0157. In various embodiments, a separate hand of video 
poker is determined for each member of a team, in which the 
team comprises at least two players. An indication of a pre 
ferred hand from among the determined hands is received 
from at least one of the members. For example, the team 
captain may choose a hand from among the determined 
hands. In some embodiments, a vote as to the preferred hand 
is received from each team member. Each of the determined 
hands is then replaced with the preferred hand. 
0158. Once each of the determined hands has been 
replaced, a separate indication of a set of discards is received 
from each team member. Then, for each member, cards from 
the preferred hand are replaced with new cards based on the 
member's indication of a set of discards, thereby forming a 
final hand for each member. For example, replacement cards 
are dealt to each team member, with each team member 
receiving replacement cards from a separate deck. Then, a 
payout is provided to each team member based on the mem 
ber's final hand. 

0159. In various embodiments, an indication is received of 
a first card discarded from a first hand of video poker belong 
ing to a first player. An indication is received of a second card 
discarded from a second hand of video poker belonging to a 
second player. The first and second players may be members 
of the same team. Then, a third hand of video poker is deter 
mined, the third hand comprising the first and second cards. 
The third hand may further comprise additional cards that 
have been discarded by the first, second, and/or other players 
of the team. Then, a payout for the team is determined based 
on the third hand of video poker. 
0160. In various embodiments, a player may be able to 
include a card discarded by a team member into his own hand. 
Thus, in various embodiments, an indication is received of a 
first card discarded from a first hand of video poker belonging 
to a first player. An indication is received of a second card 
discarded from a second hand of video poker belonging to a 
second player. A pool of discards is determined comprising 
the first card and the second card. The pool may, in various 
embodiments, include additional cards as well. Such as cards 
discarded by a third player. Then, an indication is received 
from the first player of a third card included in the pool of 
discards. In some embodiments, the third card may be the 
second card. Thus, the first player is able to pick up for his 
own hand the same card that was discarded by the second 
player. The third card is then included in a second hand of 
video poker for the first player. A payout may then be pro 
vided to the first player based on the second hand of video 
poker. 
0161 In various embodiments, players may engage in 
Video poker tournaments in which each player gets similar 
starting hands. Thus, in various embodiments, a starting hand 
of video poker is determined. A first player is then provided 
with the starting hand of video poker. A second player is then 
provided with the starting hand of video poker. Thus, for 
example, the first and the second players have received the 
same starting hands. After the first player has received the 
starting hand, an indication of a first set of discards is received 
from the first player. Likewise, an indication of a second set of 
discards is received from the second player. A first final hand 
of video poker is then determined based on the starting hand 
and first set of discards. The final hand may be determined, for 
example, for the benefit of the first player. Similarly, a second 
final hand of video poker is determined based on the starting 
hand and second set of discards. The second final hand may be 
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determined for the benefit of the second player. The first and 
second final hands may be determined from separate decks of 
cards, each of which has been shuffled independently. Thus, 
the first final hand may be different from the second final 
hand. 

0162 Based on the first final hand, a first score may be 
determined for the first player. Based on the second final 
hand, a second score may be determined for the second 
player. A payment may be provided to the first player based on 
the first score and the second score. For example, if the first 
score is larger than the second score, than the first score may 
allow the first player to finish ahead of the second player in a 
tournament. Thus, a tournament prize may be determined for 
the first player based on the first score and the second score. 
0163. In various embodiments, members of a team may 
contribute cards to a common grid. The grid may serve as the 
basis for arranging contributed cards in various arrange 
ments, such as in a five-by-five arrangement. Further, hands 
of poker may be formed based on the cards in the grid. Thus, 
in various embodiments, a first card is received from a first 
player. The first card may be a card that has been discarded 
from a hand of poker belonging to the first player. The first 
card may also be a card from a hand of poker belonging to the 
first player, in which the first card has replaced a card previ 
ously discarded by the first player. A second card is received 
from a second player, in which the first player and the second 
player are members of a same team. A grid of cards is then 
determined, the grid comprising the first and second cards. 
The grid may comprise at least two rows of cards and at least 
two columns of cards. In some embodiments, the grid consists 
of five rows and five columns of cards. A first hand of poker 
is then determined based on the grid of cards. The first hand of 
poker may be determined based only on cards included in a 
single row of the at least two rows of the grid. The first hand 
of poker may, alternatively, be determined based only on 
cards included in a single column of the at least two columns 
of the grid. In some embodiments, the first hand of poker may 
be determined such that the first hand of poker comprises the 
first card and the second card. A payment is then determined 
for the team based on the first hand of poker. In some embodi 
ments, a second hand of poker is determined based on the grid 
of cards, and the payment is then determined based on the first 
and second hands of poker. 
0164. In some embodiments, first cards may be received 
from the first player. The first cards may then be used to 
populate the grid such that a row of the at least two rows of the 
gridconsist only of the first cards. Alternatively, the first cards 
may then be used to populate the grid Such that a column of 
the at least two columns of the grid consist only of the first 
cards. 

0.165. In some embodiments, the determination of the grid 
includes a determination of a grid comprising at least one 
diagonal of cards. Then, the determination of the first hand of 
poker may include a determination of the first hand of poker 
based only on cards included in a single diagonal of the grid. 
0166 In various embodiments, several players may par 
ticipate in a game of video poker in which each player has 
personal cards, and there are common community cards. 
Each player's final hand may be formed using the player's 
personal cards and the community cards. Thus, in various 
embodiments, a first wager is received from a first player. A 
second wager is received from a second player. A set of 
community cards is determined. For example, the set of com 
munity cards may be dealt from an electronic deck. A first set 
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of personal cards is determined for the first player. A second 
set of personal cards is determined for the second player. A 
first hand of poker is then determined based on the first set of 
personal cards and the set of community cards. For example, 
the first hand may include cards from the first set of personal 
cards and cards from the set of community cards. The deter 
mination of the first hand may further include the determina 
tion of the best five-card hand of poker from among the set of 
cards that includes the community cards and the first set of 
personal cards. A second hand of poker is then determined 
based on the second set of personal cards and the set of 
community cards. A payout is then determined for the first 
player based on the first wager and the first hand. A payout is 
then determined for the second player based on the second 
wager and the second hand. 
0167. In some embodiments, replicas of the community 
cards may be displayed on a gaming device in use by the first 
player. The first player may thus be able to easily ascertain 
how the first hand is formed. Replicas of the community cards 
may also be displayed on a gaming device in use by the 
second player. In some embodiments, replicas of the commu 
nity cards are displayed on a display Screen that is not asso 
ciated with only a single gaming device. Thus, there may be a 
common display screen that is visible for both the first and 
second players, even though the first and second players may 
be at separate gaming devices. 
0.168. In some embodiments, the first player may have the 
opportunity to discard one or more cards from a third hand 
(e.g., a third hand occurring before the first hand), before 
arriving at the first hand. Thus, in Some embodiments, a third 
set of personal cards may be determined for the first player. 
An indication may be received of a set of cards to be discarded 
from the third set of personal cards. The first set of personal 
cards may then be determined for the first player based on the 
third set of personal cards and the set of discards. 
0169. Thus described, numerous other modifications, 
improvements and variations falling within the scope of the 
invention will occur to those skilled in the art. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method comprising: 
determining that a team of players exists; 
detecting game play at a plurality of gaming devices by 

different members of the team of players; 
detecting a first member of the team of players leaving an 

associated one of the plurality of gaming devices; 
continuing game play on the associated one of the plurality 

of gaming devices after the first member of the team of 
players left the associated one of the plurality of gaming 
devices. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein continuing game play on 
the associated one of the plurality of gaming devices com 
prises automatically continuing game play. 

3. The method of claim 2 wherein automatically continuing 
game play comprises automatically continuing game play 
according to an optimized strategy. 

4. The method of claim 2 wherein automatically continuing 
game play comprises continuing game play according to a 
strategy provided by the first player. 

5. The method of claim 3 further comprising allowing one 
or more other members of the team to override the optimized 
Strategy. 
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6. The method of claim 1 wherein continuing game play on 
the associated one of the plurality of gaming devices com 
prises receiving input from one or more other players on the 
team. 

7. A method comprising: 
receiving an indication from each of a plurality of players 

at respective different gaming devices, wherein each 
indication relates to agreeing to engage in tournament 
play; 

generating a tournament for each of the plurality of players 
providing the indication, wherein participation in the 
tournament is adapted for use on gaming devices that 
have not been especially altered for tournament play; 

conducting the tournament between the plurality of play 
ers; and 

providing a benefit to a winner of the tournament. 
8. The method of claim 7 further comprising determining 

the winner by determining which player has the most in gross 
payouts. 

9. The method of claim 7 further comprising encouraging 
players to provide the indication based on whether a first 
player is in close proximity to a second player. 

10. The method of claim 9 further comprising allowing 
players to ignore a request to join a tournament. 

11. A method comprising: 
automatically initiating a tournament between players at 

different gaming devices, wherein the gaming devices 
have not been especially altered for tournament play; 

conducting the tournament between the players; and 
providing a benefit to a winner of the tournament. 
12. The method of claim 11 wherein automatically initiat 

ing the tournament comprises automatically initiating the 
tournament based on a criterion. 

13. The method of claim 12 wherein the criterion com 
prises proximity of a first player to a second player. 

14. The method of claim 12 wherein the criterion com 
prises a player's credit balance. 

15. The method of claim 12 wherein the criterion com 
prises a gaming session length for a player. 

16. The method of claim 12 wherein the criterion com 
prises a specific gaming outcome achieved by a player. 

17. A method, comprising the steps of: 
identifying at least two gaming devices for team play; 
determining a set of bonus conditions for said team play 

including a bonus payout if said bonus conditions are 
satisfied by said team play, wherein the bonus conditions 
are determined based on the number of slot machines for 
which the bonus conditions apply; 

initiating, based on satisfaction of a criterion, a bonus time 
period during which said bonus conditions are active; 

totaling outcomes from said at least two slot machines to 
determine if said bonus conditions are met during said 
bonus time period. 

18. The method of claim 17 wherein the criterion com 
prises at least one of an aggregate number of game starts, an 
aggregate number of wagers, a rate of play, or a special card 
being dealt. 

19. The method of claim 17 further comprising extending 
the bonus time period. 

20. The method of claim 19 wherein extending the bonus 
time period comprises extending the bonus time period when 
a non-bonus outcome is received. 

21. The method of claim 17 further comprising providing a 
benefit if said bonus conditions are met. 

22. The method of claim 21 further comprising providing 
an enhanced payout if said bonus conditions are met and a 
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predetermined card has been dealt to a team member during make decisions relating to team play; view game play by 
team play. members of the team; provide advice to other members of the 

23. The method of claim 17 further comprising designating team; make decisions for other members of the team; and 
a team captain during team play. override team decisions. 

24. The method of claim 23 further comprising the team 
captain to perform at least one of the following functions: ck 


