
Jan. 18, 1949, H. D. CALABRO 2,459,497 
BEDCLOTHES HOLDER 

Filed Aug. 7, 1946 

222222 ZZZZZ2 2. 23Ské NN a) 

3 &easses 

HELEN D. CALABRO 
NVENTOR 

by/24 sea, 
AT TORNEY 

  

  

    

  

  

    

  

    

    

    

  

  

  



Patented Jan. 18, 1949 

2,459,497 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
Application August 7, 1946, Serial No. 689,001 

3. Claims. (CI, 24-72.5) 1. 
My invention relates, in general, to holding, or 

securing devices, and more particularly has ref: 
erence to devices for holding or maintaining bed 
clothes, or beds coverings predeterminedly upon a bed. 
An important object of my invention is the 

provision of bedclothes, holding means of simple 
design and facile, operation, which are capable 
of predeterminedly maintaining bedclothes, cover 
ing elements and the like on a bed in and close 
to a position of placement most desirable to a 
person using the bed; while holding the bed 
clothes, loosely to allow, such a user freedom 
of movement when covered by the bedclothes 
yet restraining the bedclothes within the limits 
of easy reach and from movement towards, the 
sides, foot and head of the bed, said means con 
prising a pair of similar devices, adapted to be 
frictionally, engaged between the mattress Sup 
port and mattress on oppositesides, of a bed and 
detachably secured at a plurality of locations to 
the bedclothes to be held. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide a, 

bedclothes holder having an anchor: member 
adapted to be: frictionally, engaged between a 
mattress support, and mattress, clamps, adapted 
to be detachably engaged with the bedclothes to 
be held, and individual highly flexible connecting 
members securing each, clamp to the anchor 
member; and also to provide a device of the 
character described wherein each highly flexible 
connecting member is secured to the anchor 
member and an individual claiap, and has an 
overall length sufficient, to extend from the an 
chor to a logation above the mattress. When the 
device is operating and with each clamp being 
secured to its respective connecting member by 
being disengageably tied thereto at a desired dis 
tance from the anchor member whereby the work 
ing length of the connecting, members may be 
varied. - - - 

Still other objects are to provide in a bed 
clothes holding device, a pair of highly flexible 
connecting members each securing, an individual 
clamp to an anchor member adapted to be fric 
tionally held between a mattress support and 
mattress, the connecting members being designed 
to permit the clamps to be engaged with a bed 
covering being held, at a location above and to 
the left and right sides of the anchor member, 
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while hanging loosely between the clamps and the 
anchor member, as well as to provide in such a. 
device means for securing each flexible member 
to the anchor member- whereby tension, exerted 
on the connecting member is transmitted into 55 

the anchor member at a relatively large distance 
from the periphery of the anchor member. 

Further objects; of my invention reside in the 
provision in a bedclothes holder of the character 
described of: an anchor member in the form of 
a thin and normally flat element having a rel 
atively, large surfaces area and having; sufficient 
flexibility to conform in general to the contact 
ing Surface contour of a mattress support, and 
mattress between which it is inserted; and also 
in the provision of a novel, covering for an anchor 
member, the covering: having a tendency to cling 
to the contacting, surfaces of a mattress support 
and mattress, whereby to increase the frictional 
engagement of the anchor member when in oper 
ation between a mattress support and mattress. 
Other objects: of the invention will in part. be 

obvious and Will in part, appear hereinafter. 
The invention accordingly comprises, the ap 

paratus possessing the construction, combination 
of elements, and arrangement of parts.which are 
exemplified in the following disclosure, and 'the 
Scope of the application of which will be indicated in the claims, 
For a fuller understanding of the nature and 

objects of the invention, reference should be 
had to the following detailed description, taken 
in connection with the... accompanying drawing Wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective: view of a bedclothes holding device; 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view, with parts broken 

a Way, of a bed and shows the device of Fig. 1 in operation; 
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal and partial sectional 

elevation of the element of the device of Fig. 
1 which forms, an anchor member... for the de Vice; and ". . . 

Fig. 4 is a partial plan view of a novel base 
element used in the construetion of the arachor 
member and shows the connecting members of 
the device secured to the base element. 
With reference to Fig. 1, a bedclothes holding 

device of the character contemplated by my in 
vention is shown as comprising an anchor mem 
ber f), a pair of conventional Spring-operated 
detachable: clamps. 4. and 15, and individual 
highly flexible connecting members i? and 2 
which respectively seeure or connect clamps 
and 5 to the anchor member. 
The anchor member 10 is adapted to be fric tionally engaged between a mattress support and 

mattress of a bed on which bedclothes or a cover 
ing element are to be held and clamps 4 and 
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f5 engaged with such bedclothes in a manner 
which will subsequently appear. 
In carrying the invention into effect, I provide 

a unique and novel anchor member shown in 
Fig. 3 as having a base or support covered pref 
erably with quilted material fa. The base ele 
ment is formed of a thin and normally fiat ma 
terial having sufficient fiexibility to conform in 
general to the contacting surface contours of the 
mattress support and mattress when it is in 
serted therebetween. Inasmuch as anchor mena 
ber O is held in operating position by frictional 
engagement between a mattress Support and mat 
tress, the expedient of using a thin flexible nor 
mally flat material for base element. T will in 
crease the resistance of the anchor member to 
disengagement. As examples of Suitable ma 
terial, of which there are many, cardboard and 
sheet metal may be named for use in forming base 
element, 7. - The covering 8, for the base element has sev 
eral functions. It improves the appearance of 
the device and is designed to increase the overall 
frictional resistance of anchor member to when 
it is operating. By the use of a quilted type of 
covering, a general conformation of its bearing 
surface to the contacting surface contour of the 
mattress support and mattress may be expected 
to increase the overall frictional resistance offered 
by the anchor member. In addition, covering material may be selected 
which possesses the specific property of offering 
frictional resistance to mattress ticking. To this 
end, a rough Surfaced material, or a material 
which has a tendency to cling to the covering of 
a mattress or mattress support is desired. Many 
woven and knitted materials of natural and syn 
thetic threads and yarns are suitable. Certain 
synthetic sheet plastics show a remarkable abil 
ity to cling to bed ticking, such as is customarily 
used in covering mattresses, box springs and the 
like, and sheet plastics of this character may be 
named as preferred, Rubber hydrochloride plas 
tics and certain vinyl compounds, including co 
polymers having vinyl chloride therein, display 
this ability especially when in sheet form. Other 
suitable covering materials, not of the plastic 
sheet type, may be found in wool, cotton, uphol 
Stery goods and in rayon and the like. 

In making the quilted cover, the space between 
the inner and outer layer thereof may, if desired, 
be filled With a fibrous material 9 such as cot 
ton. The covering 8 may be made by doubling 
a strip of quilted material upon itself and closing 
the sides of the doubled strip by stitching, after : 
which the base element is inserted in the sheath 
thus formed and the open end of the covering is 
closed by stitching. The shape of anchor member 10 is not of great 
importance. 
lar or have an irregular outline. The main re 
quirement is that it have a relatively large sur 
face or bearing area. An anchor member of rec 
tangular shape having overall dimensions of about 
10, inches by 4 inches has proven very satisfac 
tory. 
A feature of my invention resides in the use 

of a plurality of clamps, each connected to anchor 
member 0 by an individual connecting member. 
It is an essential in this concept that connecting 
members f and 2 be formed of flexible al 
though relatively strong material. In fact, the 
connecting members should possess the property 
of flaccidity to a great degree. String, twine, 
cord and the like are suitable for use as connect 

It may be round, square, rectangul 
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4. 
ing members. Ribbons, bands and strips, formed 
of quilted or synthetic materials and fabrics, may 
also be employed. At least from the standpoint 
of appearance, connecting members formed of 
ribbon are preferred. The connecting members 

and 2 are relatively long, and When fully ex 
tended may reach from one to two feet from 
anchor member 0, an extension of about 18 
inches Satisfactorily meeting most conditions of 
use. However, the length to which the connect 
ing members may be extended is not critical with 
in the limits indicated, as will be obvious in the 
light of my full disclosure of the invention. 
Connecting members f l and f2 are each se 

cured near one end to anchor member near 
the periphery of that portion thereof which is 
adjacent the side of a bed when the holding de 
vice is in operation. For example, when the an 
chor member is of rectangular shape these con 
nections will be made near an end thereof. Con 
necting members fi and 2 may be fixed to cow 
ering 8 and to base element it at spaced apart 
locations which are adjacent respective edges 
thereof. The locations of fixture for the connect 
ing members are chosen so that they will gen 
erally be aligned lengthwise of the bed when the 
anchor member is functioning. 
Since both covering fB and base element 7 are 

of relatively thin material, and connecting mem 
bers and 2 are fixed to either at positions close 
to an edge thereof, it is desirable to secure the 
connecting members to the covering or base ele 
ment so that tension exerted on them is trans 
mitted to points inwardly and centrally of the 
anchor member as a whole and at a relatively 
large distance from the edges of the anchor men 
ber. By such expedient, tearing or rupture of the 
covering 8 or tearing, bending or distortion of 
base member 7 and hence the ultimate failure of 
the anchor member itself may be overcome. By 
Way of illustration, transmission of stress away 
from the edges of the anchor member, when con 
necting members f l and 2 are ribbons, may be 
effected by fixing each ribbon to covering 3 or 
base element fl in a flat condition and so that 
its longitudinal axis is inclined to the edge of 
the anchor member and points centrally of the 
anchor member, or in other words so that the 
connecting members extend generally in a radial 
direction outwardly from the anchor member. 
As already indicated, covering 8 is formed of a 

piece of quilted material which may be doubled 
over upon itself. This procedure forms the op 
posed outer covering surfaces of covering 8 but 
leaves the covering open along three edges which 
are closed by French seaming practices, that is, 
by turning over a portion or strip of the covering 
material along and adjacent each unconnected 
edge and by Stitching the outer surfaces and their 
turned-over portions together with suitable 
thread. This means that base member T is some 
what Smaller than covering 8. Of course, cov 
ering 8 may be formed of two pieces of quilted 
material which are Superposed on each other 
which may be secured together by suitably stitch 
ing the Sane, as, for example by French seaming. 
In assembling anchor member 0, covering 8 

may be partially French seamed to provide three 
closed or secured edges while leaving open the 
edge thereof to which connecting members and 
f2 are to be attached. Base member 7 is then 
inserted in the partially closed covering 8 and 
With connecting members f l and 2 inserted be 
tWeen the edges of covering 8, at the desired in 
clination to such end, closure is effected while 
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'securitag:the connecting irrerabers to the covering 
lay ''Stitching through the Otter strfaces of the 

ftovering and its adjacent turned-over portions;as 
:well as ithrough the connecting members them 
selves. in Eig. 1, sconnecting members if and 2 
Barei shown as secured to scovering ribsonly. 
iBy::securing connecting members if and {2 to 

coase celement k, a convenient way of correctly 
positioning them is provided. For example, if 
the CConnecting members are 3ribbons, they are : 
placed in a flat condition on a surface of base 
selenaeat sat desired docations and inelinations 
for fixture thereto rand are suitably secured to 

6 
'single connecting piece; 40 is employed, it is to be 
*dbServed that by Zarranging this piece so as to 
(provide a pair of branches an individual con 
necting member is provided for Securing each 

5 bedclothes clamp to the anchor member with 

the base element by fastening means such as 
staples, irivets or an adhesive. When base tele 
ament it, with connecting members - and #2 
;Secured thereto, is inserted within covering f8, 
:the connecting anembers will be held in their 
a desired position of arrangement. The sedge of 
Govering 8:left open for insertion of base fee 
'aments withi attached connecting members, may 
ibe; closed by stitching in themanner already ride 
iscribed whereby connecting members if f :and f2 
twill also be secured to the covering, although if 
desired the stitching may stop just short of the 
connecting members on each side thereof. 

Fig. 4 discloses: a simple construction whereby 
eonnecting members 4f and 42 are quickly and 
:accurately located and secured in desired 'rela 
tion to a modified base element 47 used with an 
ranchor member; similar in ralliother respects to 
anchor member O. Base element 47 is notched 
along, opposite: Sides thereof, the notches 43 being 
located Substantially opposite each other and at 
as distance from the forward end of element 4:S0 
'as to 'geontrol the positioning of the connecting 
members (which are adapted to be engaged by the 
notches. In this construction, reconnecting mem 
bers 4 and 42 are portions:or:branches of a long 
single piece of highly flexible material 40. 
Notches 43s are of a width sufficient to allow-con 
necting piece 40 to be fully engaged there.with. 
ASSunning that connecting piece illo is a long 

:length of ribbon, it is placed in a flat condition 
tlander base element 47 in alignment, for engage- . 
ment, with the notches: 43 and with the free por 
tions of the ribbon extending substantially 
equally on opposite sides of the base element. 
Each free-end of the ribbon is then pulled tightly 
-and in a flat: condition into engagement with a 
anotch-43 and over the upper surface of the base 
-element 47 in a direction diagonally of the base 
element and so that the ribbon or connecting 
piece is crossed with respect to itself in the man 
iner illustrated in Fig. 4, after which the ribbon 
is Secured in this position by: a staple 44 or other 
fastening means engaged with base selement 47, 

- and each branch of the ribbon or connecting 
piece 40 which form the connecting members 4 and 42. 
Staples 44 are located at a slight distance from 

the forward edge or the edge of base element 47 
adapted to be nearest: a side of a bed; when the 
-anchor member is operating, and are suitably 
positioned in engagement to have tension loads 

: On their respective connecting members 4f "and 
42 transmitted directly to them. If desired, 'ad 
.ditional fastening means maybe employed, as for 
example the staple 45 for securing ribbons 40 to 
-base. element 47 where it crosses over itself, al 
though such additional means are not essential 
and are employed to reassist in maintaining the 
piece or ribbon-40 in correctly positioned relation to base-element 47. 
While in the construction shown in Rig.:4, a 
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which base element 47 is associated. In this re 
gard, it may be observed that if the branches of 
the ribbon or connecting piece 40 are severed at 
; SOmer location between staples 44 and 45 there 
*Will be duplicated the previously described em 
'bodiment Wherein each connecting member is an 
individual piece and not a branch or portion of a single-long piece of material. 

Alternately, connecting members and 2 
may be secured to base element 7 through the 
use of eyelets located therein in the spaced apart 
relation described and an end of each connecting 
member inserted through its respective eyelet 

! and knotted, although this procedure is not pre 
ferred as, for example, it requires that covering 
8 be pierced with consequent complications in 

the manufacture of the device and also leads to 
can ungainly appearance of the anchor member. 

AS previously pointed out, a further feature of 
the invention is the manner in which clamps 4 
and -f 5, and connecting members and 2, are 
Secured to each other. The free end of each con 
necting member is inserted through the spring 
6, of each clamp and is knotted. This leaves 

clamp 4 or 5 free to slide on its respective con 
necting member, but nevertheless retained on the 
connecting member. In most instances when a 
clamp is adjacent the knotted ends of its con 
necting member, the overall length of the latter 
is greater than that required. It is, therefore, 
desirable to shorten the working length of the 
connecting member. Such may be accomplished 
by sliding the clamp relative to its connecting 
member, while it is retained thereon, towards 
the anchor member 0 to a desired location and 
then Wrapping the portion of the connecting 
member between its knotted end and the clamp 
around an arm of the clamp and disengageably 
tying the connecting member to the clamp. By 
this procedure, the position of each ciamp 4 and 
f5 with respect to anchor member it is rendered 
-adjustable to the end that the working length 
i? of each connecting member if and 2 may be selectively varied. 
The use and operation of the holding device 

--of Fig. 1 will become apparent in view of the 
foregoing description, and with reference to Fig. 
2. Wherein the holding device is shown in working 
'relation to a bed for holding a covering thereon. 
In Fig.2 there is shown a bed 20 having a mat 
treSS Support 21, for example, an enclosed box 
3Spring, and a mattress 22 supported thereon. A 
Covering element 23, such as a comforter, blanket 
ior the like, is disclosed as spread out upon the 

to top of the bed and supported on the mattress. 
iBed. 20 is represented so that its foot is at the "right of the drawing. 
iASiShown in Fig. 2, an anchor member 10 of a 

holdings device is inserted between mattress sup 
65 port 2 and mattress 22 at a side of the bed with 

the end thereof to which connecting members 
*and 2 areaffixed, that is the forward end, closely 
:adjacent such side and with the anchor so posi 
tioned that the aligned spaced-apart locations 

(). Where connecting members f and 2 are secured 
to the anchor: member are generally parallel to 
"the length dimension of the bed. Connecting 
meinbers if and ; 2 are sufficiently long to permit 
clamps 4 and $5 to be positioned well above 

75' mattireSS-22 whereby itine clayinps may be engaged 
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with the covering element 23 at positions. On 
opposite sides of anchor member towards the 
foot and the head of the bed as well as above 
the anchor member, while each connecting men 
ber hangs loosely between its respective clamp 
and the anchor inember. Two of the holding 
devices of Fig. 4 are employed, one on each side 
of the bed located substantially opposite each 
other and from about 12 to 27 inches from the 
foot, of the bed although such a distance is not 
critical. In practice, location of the anchor 
members at a distance of from 18 to 24 inches 
from the foot of the bed proves generally satis 
factory. - In connecting the device for operating, after 
anchor member has been positioned between 
the nattress Support and mattress, the clamp 
nearest the head of the bed, that is clamp 4 of 
Fig. 2, is attached to a side of covering 23 which 
is a SSuined as spread upon the bed in a position 
On Ost Suited to the user. The connecting member 
; , if too long, is then drawn up and tied whereby 
to give the Connecting member a working length 
Such that covering element 23 can only move to 
Wards the side of the bed most distant from Or 
Opposite the holding device to a position winerein 
its side is adjacent the top of the mattress. Thus, 
When covering element 23 is in its desired nor 
mal position, connecting member will hang 
loosely along the side of the bed. It is to be noted 
that with clanp 4 and connecting member 
arranged in this manner, movement of covering 
element 23 towards the head of the bed is also 
limited. Having affixed clan p 4, clamp 5 is now en 
gaged With a Side of covering element, 23. Con 
necting ninenber 2, if necessary, then has its 
Working length adjusted in a manner similar to 
that described for member . The working 
length for connecting member 2 is selected so 
as to restrain Rovement of covering element 23 
to the opposite side of the bed from the holding 
device and also towards the foot, of the bed. In 
this latter regard, the working length of connect 
ing member 2 and the position of engagement 
of its clamp 5 is such that the clamp will not 
be moved or Will not reach over the end of the 
bed. Like connecting member , the connecting 
member 2 is adapted to hang loosely over the 
edge of the bed when covering element 23 is in 
its normal position. As a pair of the holding devices of Fig. 1 are 
employed, a covering element may be predeter 
minedly maintained on a bed in and close to a 
position of placement most desirable to a person 
using the bed while holding the covering loosely 
Whereby to allow Such a user freedom of move 
ment when occupying the bed. At the same time, 
the covering is very securely held by the device, 
yet is restrained within each reach and is limited 
in its movement towards the sides and towards 
the foot and head of the bed whereby the user 
is continuously kept substantially covered. 
These advantages are made possible by secur 

ing the holding device to the covering at a plu 
rality of locations and what in effect amounts 
to connecting these locations individually to the 
Side of the bed. By using a plurality of clamps, 
Certain loads pulling on them are divided so that 
each clamp receives only a portion of such load. 
By using an individual connecting member for 
each clamp, loading of the anchor member is 
either better or more evenly distributed, all to 
the end of preventing ready disengagement of 
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the clamps and displacement of the anchor men 
ber of the device from their respective operating 
positions. In addition, the thin and flexible type 
of anchor member is designed to offer high fric 
tional resistance whereby it is maintained in de 
sired operating position under adverse conditions. 

Further, by securing the clamps to the con 
necting members rather than having them. Con 
stantly slidable thereon, and by the use of highly 
flexible connecting members, means are provided 
when the covering is moved from its normal pO 
sition for overcoming undesired entanglement 
of the clamps and the connecting members with 
the sides and ends of the bed whereby the clamps 
become disengaged when it is attempted to re 
turn the covering to normal position, Since the 
connecting members are not resilient they cannot 
be stretched So as to permit a clamp to be caught 
on the end of the bed. Furthermore, since each 
clamp is fixed to What amounts to the end of a tie 
line Without loops or bends therein, substantially 
no entanglement can occur and any that does 
Would be of such a character that it could be 
Overcome by Only a slight pull incapable of dis 
engaging the clamps or the anchor member. 
Since certain changes may be made in the 

above apparatus without departing from the 
Scope of the invention herein involved, it is in 
tended that all matter contained in the above 
description, or shown in the accompanying draw 
ing, shall be interpreted as illustrative and not 
in a limiting sense. 

It is also to be understood that the following 
claims are intended to cover all of the generic and 
Specific features of the invention herein described 
and all statements of the scope of the invention 
which, as a matter of language, might be said to 
fall therebetween. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A device for holding bedclothes on a bed 

adapted to have a mattress support and mattress, 
Said device comprising a relatively flat anchor 
member adapted to be frictionally engaged be 
tween Said mattress support and mattress, a pair 
of relatively long and highly fiexible connecting 
members extending from said anchor member and 
fixed thereto at spaced apart locations near an 
edge of the anchor member in converging rela 
tion from said edge towards the center of the 
anchor member, and a pair of clamps, one for 
each connecting member, each clamp having coil 
Spring operating means and being adapted to be 
detachably engaged with bedclothes to be held 
On Said bed, each connecting member extending 
through the coil Spring operating means of its 
respective clamp whereby said clamp is slidable 
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on the connecting member with which it is asso 
ciated and is adjustably securable to said con 
necting member between said anchor member 
and the free end of the connecting member by 
the tieing of said connecting member to said 
Clamp. 

2. A device for holding bedclothes on a bed 
adapted to have a mattress support and mattress, 
Said device comprising an anchor member having 
an element of relatively large area which is 
adapted to be frictionally held between said mat 
tress support and mattress and which is formed 
of normally flat but flexible sheet material, a 
cover of a thin pliable material engaged over said 
element and adapted to increase the resistance of 
Said element to movement relative to surfaces in pressure contact therewith, a pair of relatively 

75 
long and highly flexible connecting members ex 
tending from said anchor member and fixed 
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thereto at spaced apart locations near an edge 
of the anchor member in converging relation 
from said edge towards the center of the anchor 
member, and a pair of clamps, One for each Con 
necting member, each clamp being adapted for 
detachable engagement with bedclothes to be 
held on said bed and each clamp being attached 
to its respective connecting member and Secur 
able thereto at an adjusted location between 
said anchor member and the free end of the 
connecting member by the tieing of said con necting member to said clamp. 

3. A device for holding bedclothes on a bed 
adapted to have a mattress support and mattress, 
said device comprising an anchor member having 
an element of relatively large area which is 
adapted to be frictionally held between said mat 
treSS Support and mattress and which is formed 
of normally flat but flexible sheet material, a pair 
of relatively long and highly flexible connecting 
members extending from said anchor member 
and fixed thereto at Spaced apart locations near 
an edge of the anchor member in converging rela 
tion from said edge towards the center of the an 
chor member, a cloth-like cover substantially en 
tirely covering said element and adapted to in 
crease the resistance of said element to move 
ment relative to surfaces in pressure contact therewith, said cover being provided with a pair 
of openings, one for each connecting member, at 
the end of said cover adjacent the edge of said 
anchor member near which said connecting 
members are affixed to the anchor member, each connecting member extending through its respec 

2. 
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10 
tive opening and lying on a face of Said element 
and in contact with an inner face of said cover, 
and a pair of clamps one for each connecting 
member, each clamp being adapted for detach 
able engagement with bedclothes to be held on 
said bed and each clamp being attached to its 
respective connecting member and securable 
thereto at an adjusted location between said an 
choir in ember and the free end of the connecting 

i0 member by the tieing of said connecting member to said clamp. 
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