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(57) Abstract: A probe device comprising an alignment utility function. In a simulation
that, when a user inputs (step S30) a condition value relating to the variation amount (vari-
ation precision) of a contact position when a probe is brought in contact with each chip,
uses actual measurement data (step S32) obtained by measuring the position of all chips in
one wafer, the variation precision of each chip is calculated (step S42) while changing the
measurement point at which alignment is implemented (steps S38, S46, S48, and S50),
and the settings are calculated (steps S44, S52) for optimum measurement points such that
the variation precision is no more than the condition value and the number of measure -
ment points is minimized. This information is then provided to the user (step S50).
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