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This  invention relates to flap-closed
pockets, pouches, bags and like receptacles,
and more especially to those constructed of
canvas or like fabric. My invention is pri-
marily intended as an external pocket for
golf bags or other sports bags, but is appli-
cable also as an external pocket for other
articles; such as hand bags and the like.

Inflap-closed pocketsor pouches as hitherto
constructed, the flap is usually secured to

the pocket front by a single fastening, and-

the pliable nature of the material of which
the. pocket is made permits of the introduc-
‘tion of the hand into the pocket without

5 unfastening the flap. It is a primary object

of the present invention to render the pocket

-or pouch thief-proof whilst still depending
upon a single fastening for securing the
flap in its closed position. This and other
objects of the invention will be hereinafter
more readily understood by reference to the
accompanying - drawing, whereon :— _

Fig. 1 1s a perspective view of the im-
proved pocket or pouch when open and
showing a portion of the pocket frout torn
away.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the pocket
or pouch. closed, showing it applied to a
golf bag.

Fig, 8 is.a vertical sectional view through
the pocket or pouch and Fig. 4 is a frag-
mentary front view of part of the pocket.

The pocket or pouch consists of the usual
fabric front 4 which is stitched, sewn, or
otherwise secured at its edges to a strip-of
fabric which forms the sides 5 and 6 and
bottom 7 of the pocket. The strip forming
the sides 5 and 6 and bottom 7 is similarly
stitched, sewn or otherwise secured to a
backing 8, which may be the body of a golf
bag as shown. The flap 9 consists of fabric
or other suitable material which is hinged
to the backing 8 by any suitable form of
hinge, such as a line of stitching 10. The
hinge 10, as seen in Fig. 4, is somewhat be-
low the upper edge of the pocket front 4
and sides 5 and 6, which are preferably fin-
ished off with a binding strip 11. The flap
9 is also secured to the pocket sides 5 and
6 by a binding strip 12 which may extend
around the bottom of the pocket and around
the outer edge of the flap 9.

It will be seen that, when the flap 9 is
turned about its hinge 10 to close the pocket,
that part of the pocket above the line of
the hinge 10, formed by the upper portions
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of the pocket . front 4 and sides 5 and 6,

will double over under the flap, which may-

be secured . in closed position by any con-
ventional form of fastening. such as a hasp
or:staple 13 and spring lock 14.

By reason of the fact that the mouth of
the pocket is doubled over underneath the
flap- when the pocket is closed,. articles can-
not readily work out of the pocket, but it
has been found that the contents-of-.the
pocket are liable to be pilfered by fdlding
back one corner of the flap and inserting
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the fingers into the double portion of the *

pocket mouth at-one side of the fastening
and opening or straightening out the dou-
bled portion of the pocket mouth.

In order to render the pocket thief-proof,
I stiffen the pocket front immediately below
that portion which doubles over under the
flap. This construction makes it impossible

*to insert the fingers into the pocket, nor is it

possible to open or straighten-out the dou-
bled portion of the mouth of the pocket
without unfastening the flap.

On the drawings, the stiffening of the
pocket front 4 is shown effected by the pro-
vision of a sheet 15 of stiff cardboard, fibre
board or other suitable material, which may
be held in place against the back of the
pocket front 4 by securing it between the
pocket front and a canvas or like lining 16
secured, as by stitching 17 and 18, to the
back of the pocket front.

The front stiffening preferably extends
only part of the way down the pocket, as
seen-1n Fig. 3, so that the lower part 4°
of the pocket front will remain pliable and
thus yield outwards. The pocket is thus
adapted to securely retain golf balls in the
bottom of the pocket, asthe lower edge of the
stiffening 15 serves as an internal shoulder to
retain the golf ball in the bottom of the
pocket, as readily apparent from Fig. 3 in
which a golf ball is indicated by the dotted
cirele 19. :

The flap 9 of the pocket may also be stifl-
ened by the provision of an internal stiffener

20-.0of cardboard, fibre board or other stiff

material across the outer end portion of the
flap.

I claim— , ‘ ‘

1. A flap-closed pocket or pouch constructed
substantially of pliable material and com-
prising a pocket front and sides, a flap
hinged below the upper edge of said front
and sides so as to cause the mouth of the
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poclket to double-over when closed, and a fas-
tening for securing the flap to the pocket
front, said pocket front being stiffened im-
mediately below that part which doubles un-
der the flap.

2. A flap-closed pocket or pouch compris-
ing a pliable pocket front and sides, a flap
hinged below the upper edge of said front
and sides so as to cause the mouth of the
poclket to double-over when closed. a stiffen-
er attached to the pocket front to stiffen it at
that part immediately below the portion
which doubles under the flap. and a fastener
for securing the flap to the stiffened portion
of the front.

3. A flap-closed pocket as specified in
claim 2 wherein the stifiener consists of a
sheet of «tiff material secured to the inside
of the pockel front.

4. A flap-closed pocket as specified in
claim 2 having a stiffener consisting of a

>sheet of stiff material, and a lining secured

1,669,791

to the pocket front at the back of the stiff-
ener.

5. A flap-closed pocket as specified in
claim 2 having a stiffener consisting of a
sheet of cardboard, and a fabric liming se-
cured to the pocket front at the back of the
cardboard.

6. A flap-closed pocket as specified in
claim 1 wherein the lower part of the pocket
front is pliable.

7. A flap-closed pocket as specified in
claim 2 wherein the stiffener does not extend
to the bottom of the pocket front, thus leav-
ing a lower pliable portion.

8. A flap-closed pocket as specified in
claim 1 having an internal flat stiffening
strip extending across the outer end portion
of the flap.

The Torezoing specification  signed  at
Edinburgh, Sceotland. this 4 day of Decem-
ber, 1926.

DAVID STOCKS.

i

30

35

40




