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This invention relates to carboy crates and 
more particularly to a carboy crate adapted to be 
stacked without danger of breaking a carboy 
contained therein. 
The conventional carboy crate consists of a 

wooden box-like structure in which a carboy may 
be packed with a shock absorbing packing mate 
rial, such as straw, excelsior or shaped corkliners, 
and with a cover through which the neck of the 
carboy protrudes sufficiently so that liquid may 
be poured from the carboy without unpacking 
it. A protective cap or hood which may be fas 
tened to the cover, and which fits over the pro 
truding carboy neck is usually provided. Carboys 
when packed in such crates are unhandy to store 
or transport because, due to the protruding car 
boy neck and protective cap, they may not be 
stacked one upon the other, but must be set side 
by side. An undesirably large amount of fioor 
space is thus required and, unless care is taken 
to see that the cap is firmly secured to the cover, 
there is considerable danger of the carboy neck 
being broken by moving objects. 

It is, therefore, an object of the present inven 
tion to provide a carboy crate which may be 
stacked without danger of breaking a carboy 
contained therein. 
An additional object is to provide a carboy 

crate which may be stacked upon a similar crate 
without danger of slipping off. 
An additional object is to provide a carboy 

crate which is economical of floor Space in 
storage. 
These and l'elated objects are accomplished 

readily by extending vertical members of a car 
boy crate below the carboy supporting member 
or bottom of the crate to a distance exceeding 
that by which the carboy neck and protective cap 
protrudes above the cover of the crate and pro 
viding means at the top of the crate to receive 
and cooperate With the extended vertical men 
bers of a similar crate stacked thereon. So as to 
prevent lateral movement of the upper crate 
along at least one axis perpendicular to a side of 
the lower crate. In certain instances, lateral 
movement of the upper crate in any direction is 
prevented. 
The carboy crate of the present invention has 

a number of advantages not heretofore known in 
the art. It is very economical of storage space 
because several crates may be stacked one upon 
the other and the floor space required thus re 
duced accordingly. Due to the protection af 
forded the neck of a carboy contained in the 
lower crate by the crate stacked on it, the pro 
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tective cap may be left off during storage with 
little or no danger of the neck being broken by 
moving objects. 
The invention Will be clearly understood by ref 

erence to the drawing wherein: 
Figure i is an isometric view of a wooden car 

boy crate containing a carboy and embodying 
One form of the invention; 
Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along 

the line 2-2 of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is an isometric view of two carboy 

crates similar to that shown in Figure 1 stacked 
one upon the other; and 

Figure 4 is an isometric view of a carboy crate 
and a part section of another similar crate 
Stacked thereon embodying a modification of the 
invention. s 

Referring now to Figure 1, the Wooden carboy 
crate shown consists of four vertical corner mem 
bers or posts if, vertical side Walls fi, carrying 
strips 2, a carboy-supporting member or bot 
tom 3, bottom-supporting members 4, and a 
cover 7. The neck of a carboy 6 protrudes 
from a circular opening in the cover and may 
be protected by a cap as shown at of Figure 3. 
The corner posts extend below the bottom 3 
of the crate to a distance greater than the dis 
tance which the protective cap rises above the 
cover. On two opposite sides of the crate, the 
cover extends laterally only as far as the inne" 
edge of the Vertical side Wall and the side Wall 
extends upward only as far as the under side of 
the cover. The cover and side Walls thus form 
grooves 8 along the two opposite upper edges 
of the crate. The side Walls on these Saline tWO 
opposite sides of the crate extend below the lower 
ends of the corner postS for a distance ap 
proximately equal to the thickness of the cover. 
When the crate stands on the floor, it rests on 
the extensions 9 of the two side walls just men 
tioned. When one crate is stacked on top of 
a Second crate as in Figure 3, the extensions 9 
of the side walls of the upper crate fit snugly 
into the grooves 8 of the lower crate and the 
corner posts of the upper crate rest upon the 
cover 7 of the lower crate. When stacked in 
this manner, the upper crate protects the neck of 
the carboy in the lower crate from breakage and 
is, at the same time, held in place and prevented 
by the cooperation of its side Wall extensions 9 
and the grooves 8 of the lower crate from mov 
ing laterally along an axis perpendicular to op 
posed sidewalls 5 of the lower crate. 
A carboy may be packed in the Crate in Con 

ventional manner as shown clearly in Figure 2. 

  



The carboy 20 is kept firmly pressed down against 
the packing material 2, which may be straw, ex 
celsior, marsh grass, shaped cork liners Or any 
other shock absorbent material, by the cover 7. 
The neck 6 of the carboy protrudes through a 
round hole in the cover and thus liquid may be 
poured readily from the carboy without disturb 
ing the packing material. The vertical corner 
posts extend below the carboy-supporting 
member 3 by a distance greater than the dis 
tance which the protective cap for the Carboy 
neck rises above the cover f7. Opposite side walls. 
í 5 of the crate form, with the cover 7, grooves 
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8 along two opposite upper edges of the Crate. 
The same opposite side walls extend below the 
lower ends of the corner members f, as shown at 
f 9, by a distance approximately equal to the 
thickness of the cover . 

In Figure 4 there is shown a modification of 
the invention. The vertical corner members 4 
of the crate are extended below the bottom 43 of 
the crate for a distance greater than that by 
which the protective cap 46 for the carboy neck 
projects above the cover 47. In this modification 
of the invention, the side walls 45 of the Crate do 
not extend substantially below the carboy-Sup 
porting bottom member 43 and notches 48 are 
provided in the corners of the cover to receive 
the extensions of the corner members 4 of a 
second crate which may be stacked thereon. It is 
apparent that in this instance the upper crate 
will be prevented from moving laterally in any 
direction. 
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I claim: 
In a carboy crate having two parallel sides, 

means supporting a carboy within Said crate 
against movement with respect thereto, and an 
opening in the top permitting the neck of Said 
carboy to extend above said top a distance Sufi 
cient for easy pouring from Said carboy without 
removing Same from Said Crate, the improvement 
comprising: relatively thick and rigid members 
comprising said sides; a pair of slab-like members 
comprising said top, each extending only to the 
inner edge of said side members, providing a pair 
of parallel recesses one at each upper corner of 
said parallel sides; a pair of relatively heavy Sup 
port members adjacent each of said parallel sides 
extending downwardly from the bottom of Said 
crate a distance slightly greater than the distance 
that the neck of the carboy extends above said 
top; and a side member affixed to each pair of 
support members constituting a bottonward ex 
tension of each of Said Sides and extending below 
said Support members a distance equal to the 
thickness of said slab-like members; whereby 
said support members will support said crate 
sufficiently above a similar carboy-containing 
crate below it to clear the neck of the carboy in 
said lower crate and Said extending side members 
will engage the parallel recesses in Said lower 
crate to prevent relative motion between said 
two crates in a direction perpendicular said par 
allel sides. 

KENNETH. G. MLLER, 

  


