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1. 
This invention relates to an adjustable radio 

silencer operable automatically to silence a radio 
when a telephone receiver or hand set is lifted 
from its cradle. 

It is the primary object of the invention to 
provide means whereby a pivoted platform adapt, 
ed to receive a telephone instrument may be bal 
anced to compensate for the Weight of any in 
Strument placed thereon. So that the renoval of 
the receiver or hand set, as the case may be, 
Will automatically open a SWitch controlling a 
circuit with which the radio receiver may be con 
nected. 
More specifically, it is the purpose of the in 

vention to provide an extremely simple and inex 
pensive device which will not only be serviceable 
but neat in use and Will be readily adjustable 
whereby to provide novel and inexpensive means 
to compensate for the weight of any telephone 
receiver. 
In the drawings: 

... Fig. 1 is a view in side elevation ShoWing how 
my device appears when in use, the radio receiver 
plug and a combination plug and receptacle in 
corporated with my invention being ShoWn dis 
connected. 

Fig. 2 is a view in perspective showing on an 
enlarged scale the component parts of my inven 
tion as they appear when separated to expose 
the interior construction. 

Fig. 3 is a view in longitudinal section through 
the device shown in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a diagrammatic showing of the circuit 
connections involved in the use of my apparatuS. 
My improved apparatus comprises a base at 5 

having a bracket at 6 formed by attaching a piece 
of strap metal by welding or otherwise to the 
base, the strap having upturned ends at 7 con 
prising ears tapped to receive pivot Screws 8 upon 
which the pivoted platform 9 is oscillatable. The 
bracket and the parts mounted on the base are 
enclosed within a skirt integral With platforn 
9. The skirt O is provided with the apertures 

: through which the Screws 8 extend for the pivotal 
Support of the platform. The center of the plat 
form may be recessed by forming it downwardly 
somewhat at 2 to provide a depressed portion 
into which the base 3 of a conventional tele 
phone instrument 4 is receivable. The instru 
ment 4 has the usual cradle at 5 for a receiver 
or hand set at 6. 

Near one end of the base the base is provided 
with an upstanding armi f8 having an outwardly 
formed flange at 9. The cover skirt to has an 
aperture at 20 with which the flange 9 is en 
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gaged to limit the range of oscillatory movement 
With the cover or platform 9. 
Guided in an aperture in the upstanding arm 

f8 is an adjusting screw 22 carrying a nut at 
23 slidable along the base 5. A leaf spring 24 has 
an upwardly extending portion at 26 apertured 
to receive the screw 22 and engaged by the nut 23. 
The lower end of the leaf Spring 25 abuts the arra 
i8 while the upper end of the leaf spring extends 
obliquely upwardly from the nut into supporting 
contact with the lower surface of the pivoted plat 
form 9 and then terminates in a reversely curved 
free end 2. 
When the platform is in its lowermost position 

of OScillation in response to the weight of the 
telephone instrument and receiver, the central 
portion of the platform engages the operating 
button 28 of a conventional Switch 29 which is 
designed to operate between open and closed po 
Sitions With very slight range of movement. As 
ShOWin in the circuit diagram in Fig. 4, the SWitch 
29 is normally open, its contacts being biased by 
a compression spring 30. When the platform 9 
is Weighted by the telephone receiver as well as 
the instrument 4, the combined weight of these 
partS is sufficient to lower the platform 9 and 
close the circuit through SWitch 29. 

Leading from the respective contacts of the 
Switch 29 are the insulated leads 32 and 33 which 
extend to the combination plug and receptacle 
34, having prongs 35 and 38 and receptacle con 
tacts 36 and 37. The body of the combination 
plug and receptacle separates and mutually insu 
lates the prong 35 and the corresponding recep 
tacle contact 36. The leads 32 and 33 are con 
nected therebetween so that the SWitch 29 con 
trols the electrical communication between plug 
prong 35 and receptacle contact 36. At the other 
side, the receptacle contact 37 and the plug prong 
38 are directly connected with each other. 

In practice the plug prolings 35 and 38 are 
plugged into the convenience outlet 39. The plug 
4f of the radio or other appliance at 49 is plugged 
into the receptacle contacts 36 and 3. With the 
parts thus connected, the Switch 29 being closed, 
as long as the radio receiver is in place, it will 
be apparent that the radio or other appliance 40 
may be operated in the usual manner, receiving 
current through the separated plug prong 35 and 
contact 36 by means of switch 29. However, as 
SOOn as the receiver 6 is lifted from the cradle 
5, the difference in weight resulting from the 

lifting of the receiver will allow the pivoted plat 
form 9 to be lifted by the bias of spring 24, such 
bias being adjustable to the particular instrument 
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by means of the adjusting screw 22. AS SOOn aS 
the platform 9 is pivoted upwardly due to the 
change in the weight imposed thereon, it Will 
free the button 28, thus allowing Switch 29 to Open 
in response to the bias of its own Spring at 30. 
When the telephone receiver is replaced on the 

cradle 5, the increased weight on the pivoted 
platform 9 will again cause the platform 9 to 
move downwardly against the bias of Spring 24 
thereby closing the switch 29 and permitting the 
radio receiver or other appliance to resume its 
functioning. 
A notch at 43 in the skirt iO communicates With 

the slot 20 and exposes the end of the adjusting 
screw 22 so that this screw may be adjusted With 
out disassembling the tilting platform 9 from the 
base 5. 

It Will be evident that the arrangement is all 
extremely simple and inexpensive one and yet 
presents a very neat appearance in use. The 
spring 24 and the means by which it is in ounted 
and adjusted are particularly compact and ineX 
pensive and yet very effective for the desired pily 
pOSe. 

claim: 
1. The combination with a base having an 

upstanding bracket near one end, of a platforn 
having telephone instrument positioning nineans 
and a skirt embracing the base and bracket and 
provided with apertures opposite the bracket and 
offset from the instrument position determined 
by said means, pivot means extending from the 
bracket through the apertures of the Skirt aid 
pivoting the platform to the base, and a Switch 
having a contact actuator engaged by Said plat 
form in one position of oscillation thereof upsin 
said pivot means, said Switch being normally Open 
and adapted to be closed when Said platform 
moves downwardly under the Weight of a tele 
phone instrument and receiver, together With . 
biasing means for opening the SWitch and urging 
said platform upwardly and so Supporting the 
platform as to raise it from switch closing posi 
tion. When the receiver is removed from the tele 
phone instrument. 

2. The combination with a base having up 
standing ears nearer one end than the other, 
and a platform having a free end remote fron 
the ears and having a skirt embracing Said base 
and provided with apertures opposite Said earS, 
pintle screws extending through Said skirt aper 
tures and into threaded engagement With Said 
ears, a supporting spring beneath the free end of 
the platform and comprising a leaf spring having 
a free end portion engaged with the platform, 
an adjusting Screw extending through an aper 
ture in said spring and provided with a nut en 
gaged with said Spring for varying the bias there 
of upwardly upon the free end of the platform, 
and a Switch disposed beneath the platform be 
tween the free end and the pintle ScreWS there 
of, said switch having normally open contacts 
and an upwardly exposed actuating button en 
gageable by said platform in the dOWinWard OScil 
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4. 
lation thereof against the pressure of said spring, 
said spring being adjusted to bias said platforn 
upwardly Sufficiently to raise said platform. When 
a telephone instrument without a receiver is car 
ried thereon and to permit said platform to be 
lowered by the weight of the added receiver. 

3. In a device of the character described, the 
combination with a base plate provided near one 
end with upstanding ears and provided near the 
Other end With an upstanding arm, of a tilting 
platform pivotally Supported by the ears, an ad 
justing Screw extending through the arm and 
provided with a nut, a Spring having One end po 
Sitioned near said arm. On Said plate and Said 
Spring having a free end thrusting upwardly on 
the platform, Said nut being engaged with an in 
termediate portion of Said Spring to adjust the 
Supporting bias thereof against Said platform, 
and a Switch mounted on Said base plate between 
Said Spring and Said bracket ears and having 
an actuating button engageable by Said platform 
in the IOWernost position thereof and from which 
said platform rises pivotally upwardly subject 
to the bias Of Said Spring, said Switch being nor 
mally Open and adapted to close only when said 
actuator is engaged by Said platform. 

4. The combination set forth in claim 3 in 
Which Said arm has an outwardly extending 
fiange and the skirt of Said platform has an aper 
ture in Which said flange is loosely disposed, said 
flange comprising means for limiting the Oscilla 
tory movement of the platform about its pivot. 

5. In a device of the character described, the 
combination with a platform adapted to receive 
a telephone instrument and provided with a de 
pending skirt, of a base within said skirt pro 
vided with an upstanding bracket near one end 
of the platform having pintle means upon which 
said platform is oscillatable under the weight of 
said telephone instrument, a Supporting Spring 
biasing said platform upwardly and adapted to 
compensate for the weight of said instrument 
exclusive of the receiver thereof, Said Spring be 
ing adjustable and a Switch disposed on Said plat 
form between the Spring and pintle means and 
comprising contacts normally biased toward Open 
position and a contact actuator engageable by 
the platform when said platform is depressed 
against the bias of the spring first mentioned. 
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