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SPICE STORAGE AND DISPENSING SPOON
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a spice storage and dispensing
system capable of dispensing various quanﬁties of a spice, as called for by a
recipe, and in particular such a system which is configured as a spoon.

[0002] Liquid and granulated or powdered solid spices are typically
purchased in a container (such as a spice bottle or plastic tin) containing more of
the spice than is actually required by a given recipe for individual or family use.
Typically spice containers are stored in proximity to one another, for example as
bottles on a spice rack. In order to measure out from a given spice container the
appropriate amount of spice for a given recipe, a separate kitchen utensil,
commonly referred to as a “measuring spoon,” is used. Measuring spoons come
in various sizes, typically ranging from 1/8™ of a teaspoon to 1 tablespoon, with
several different size measuring spoons frequently being secured together as a
unit.

[0003] Such a system separates the storage and dispensing (measuring)
functions, requiring the user to locate both the spice container and the
appropriate measuring spoon (as called for by a given recipe). Where the same
quantity of different spices will be used, good kitchen practice requires cleaning
of the measuring spoon between uses, as well as after the last use and prior to
storage. Where different quantities of the same spice will be used, good kitchen

practice requires cleaning of the different measuring spoons as well.
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[0004] Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide, in a
preferred embodiment, a spice storage and dispensing system wherein both the
storage and dispensing functions are performed by a single device configured as a
spoon.

[0005] Another object is to provide such a system wherein, a preferred
embodiment, a system is dedicated to a particular spice so that washing of the
system between uses may be minimized.

[0006] A further object is to provide such a system which is inexpensive,
simple and easy to manufacture, use and maintain.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] It has now been found that the above and related objects of the
present invention are obtained in a spice storage and dispensing system
configured as a spoon and comprising a handle and a bowl. The handle and bowl
cooperatively define means for securing the handle and the bowl together in the
spoon configuration.

[0008] The handle has an open front end, a rear end, a hollow body
connecting the ends, and a door. The body is configured and dimensioned to
receive and store spice therein. The rear end is manually movable between an
open orientation enabling passage of spice into the body and a closed orientation
precluding passage of spice out of the body therethrough. The front end provides
communication for spice between the body and the bowl. The door is manually

moveable between an open orientation enabling passage of spice from the body
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through the front end into the bowl and a closed orientation precluding passage
of spice from the body through the front end into the bowl.

[0009] The bowl has a receptacle, a transparent cover for the receptacle,
and a spout. The receptacle has an open top and is in communication with the
body to receive spice therefrom through the front end only when the door is in
the open orientation. The transparent cover precludes spice from passing out of
the receptacle through the open top thereof and bears indicia indicating the
volumetric level of spice in the bowl when the bowl is vertically oriented
downward. The spout is disposed above the indicia and enables passage of spice
from the receptacle out of the bowl only when the bowl is appropriately oriented.
[0010] In a preferred embodiment the spout is disposed on one side of the
bowl and the appropriate orientation for passage éf spice out of the bowl is with
that one side downward. Optionally the rear end in the open orientation is
removed from the body and in the closed orientation is secured to the body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

[0011] The above and related objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will be more fully understood by reference to the following
detailed description of the presently preferred, albeit illustrative, embodiments of
the present invention when taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawing
wherein:

[0012] Fig. 1 is an exploded isometric view of the spice storage and
dispensing system configured as a spoon;

[0013] Fig. 2 is an assembly isometric view thereof;
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[0014] Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along the line 3-3 of
Fig. 2; and
[0015] Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along the line 4-4 of
Fig. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS
[0016] Referring now to the drawing, and in particular to Fig. 1 thereof,
therein illustrated is a spice storage and dispensing system configured as a spoon
according to the present invention and generally designated by the reference
numeral 10. The spoon 10 comprises a handle, generally designated 12, and a
bowl, generally designated 14. As will be described in detail hereinbelow, the
handle 12 and the bowl 14 cooperatively define means for securing the handle 12
and the bowl 14 together in the spoon configuration.
[0017] Referring now to Figs. 2 and 4 as well, the handle 12 has an open
front end 20, a rear end 22, a hollow body 24 connecting the ends 20, 22 and a
door 25. More particularly, the hollow body 24 is configured and dimensioned to
receive and store a spice 26 therein (as best seen in Fig. 4). The external
configuration and dimensions of the body 24 are preferably selected for
suitability for grasping by a user’s hand and may be ridged or contoured for
comfort and security.
[0018] The rear end 22 of handle 12 is manually movable between an open
orientation enabling passage of spice 26 into the body 24 and a closed orientation
precluding passage of spice 26 out of the body 24 therethrough. Thus, the rear

end 22 in the closed orientation is secured to the body 24, as illustrated in Fig. 1,
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and in the open configuration is removed or spaced from the body 24, as
illustrated in Fig. 2. To prevent accidental separation of the rear end 22 from the
body 24, the two are preferably threadedly engageable as indicated by the
threads 28 illustrated in Fig. 2. Preferably the rear end 22 includes a rigid ring or
flexible loop 30 secured thereto so that, when the rear end 22 is in the closed
orientation, the spoon 10 can easily and conveniently be mounted on a hook (not
shown), preferably alongside a plurality of like spoons 10, each holding a
different spice 26, as is often done with ladles.

[0019] The front end 20 of handle 12 provides an open raceway 32
affording communication for spice 26 between the interior of the body 24 and the
interior of bowl 14.

[0020] The door 25 of handle 12 is manually movable along raceway 32
between an open orientation enabling passage of spice 26 from the body 24
through the open front end 20 into the bowl 14, as illustrated in Fig. 2, and a
closed orientation, precluding such passage of spice 26 into the bowl 14, as
illustrated in Fig. 1. The door 25 is preferably flexible and capable of riding
rearwardly (as illustrated by the arrow 36 in Fig. 2) to open the passageway and
forwardly (as illustrated by the arrow 38 in Fig. 1) to close the passageway. To
facilitate movement of the door 25 back and forth relative to front end 20, the
outer surface thereof is preferably knurled, as indicated by the ridges 40. As best
seen in Fig. 4, an interior wall 42 is disposed within body 26, immediately below

the rear portion of the raceway 32, thereby to preclude the passage of spice 26
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out of the handle 24 through the front end 20 when the door 25 is in the closed
orientation.

[0021] It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that, when both the
rear end 22 and the front end 20 are in their respective closed orientations, the
spice 26 within the hollow body 24 is in a closed environment suitable for
prolonged storage of the spice 26 therein.

[0022] Referring now to Fig. 3 as well, the bowl 14 has a receptacle 60, a
transparent cover 62 for the receptacle 60 and a spout 64. The bowl receptacle
60 has an open top (like the bowl of a conventional spoon) and is in
communication with the body 24 to receive spice 26 therefrom through the
handle front end 20 only when the handle door 25 is in the open orientation
thereof (as illustrated in Fig. 2). When the door 25 is in the open orientation and
the spoon 10 is oriented with the bowl 14 downwardly, spice 26 from body 24
can pass downwardly, under the influence of gravity, through the open portion of
the raceway 32 into receptacle 60.

[0023] The bowl transparent cover 62 precludes the spice 26 entering the
bowl 14 from passing out of the receptacle 60 through the open top thereof. The
cover 62 bears a plurality of visible indicia 66 indicating in convenient terms (for
example, 1/8" of a teaspoon or one tablespoon) the volumetric level of spice 26
in the bowl 14 -- i.e., between receptacle 60 and cover 62 -- when the bowl 14 is
vertically oriented downwardly. (While it is generally not required, a level
indicator or the like (not shown) may be provided on spoon 10 for indicating to

the user that the bowl 14 is vertically oriented downwardly.) The indicia 66 are
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preferably on the exterior surface of the transparent cover 62 so that they are not
worn away by repeated movement of spice 26 thereover, but may be on the
interior surface of the transparent cover 62. The user simply orients the spoon 10
vertically, bowl down, and moves the door 25 at front end 20 from its closed
orientation into (or at least partially towards) its open orientation, thereby
allowing spice 26 to pass from the hollow body 24 through an open portion of
raceway 32 into the bowl 14. The spice 26 -- whether liquid, powdered, or
granulated -- will then accumulate under the influence of gravity at the lowest
portion of the bowl 14, filling the void between the receptacle 60 and the
transparent cover 62. When the accumulated spice reaches the level of the
appropriate one of indicia 66, the user has only to move the door 25 back to its
closed orientation, thereby preventing further passage of spice 26 from the
handle 12 into the bowl 14.

[0024] The bowl spout 64 is disposed above the indicia 66 (when the bowl
14 is vertically oriented downwardly) and enables passage of spice 26 from the
receptacle 60 out of the bowl 14 only when the bowl 14 is appropriately oriented
-- that is, tilted with the spout 64 oriented downwardly. Thus, the appropriate
orientation of the bowl for dispensing spice 26 from the spoon 10 is with the
spout side downward. The spout 64 is optionally just an opening in the sidewall
of receptacle 60 or cover 62, but preferably includes a floor, outwardly extending
from the bowl 14, to guide the spice 26 leaving the bowl 14 into the food (not

shown) being prepared.
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[0025] Referring now in particular to Figs. 3 and 4, the handle 12 and
bowl 14 cooperatively define means for securing the handle 12 and bowl 14
together in a classical spoon configuration. For example, as illustrated, the
rearmost portion of the bowl 14 defines a pair of inwardly extending pins or lugs
70 and the foremost portion of the handle 12 defines a pair of recesses 72
configured and dimensioned to receive the lugs 70. The configuration of the
rearmost portion of the bowl 14 and the foremost portion of the handle 12 is
designed to maintain the orientation of the bowl 14 and handle 12 relative to one
another in the same general alighment as the classical spoon, thereby providing
the spoon-like configuration characteristic of the present invention. Preferably
the engagement of lugs 70 and recesses 72 is releasable so that bowl 14 may be
removed from the handle 12 for occasional cleaning without removing the spice
26 from the handle hollow body 24. However, as each spoon 10 (with its handle
12 and bowl 14) is dedicated to a particular spice, frequent cleaning of the bowl
14 is typically not required.

[0026] To summarize, the present invention provides a spice storage and
dispensing system wherein both the storage and dispensing functions are
performed in a single device configured as a spoon, the system being dedicated to
a particular spice so that washing of the spoon between uses is minimized. The
system is inexpensive, simple and easy to manufacture, use and maintain.
[0027] Now that the preferred embodiments of the pfesent invention have
been shown and described in detail, various modifications and improvements

thereon will become readily apparent to those skilled in the art. Accordingly, the
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spirit and scope of the present invention is to be construed broadly and limited

only the appended claims, and not by the foregoing specification.
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I CLAIM:
1. A spice storage and dispensing system configured as a spoon with a

bowl, comprising:
(A) ahandle having a front end, a rear end, a hollow body
connecting said ends, and a door:

(a) said body being configured and dimensioned to receive and
store spice therein,

(b)  said rear end being manually movable between an open
orientation enabling passage of spice into said body and a closed orientation
precluding passage of spice out of said body therethrough, and

(¢)  said front end providing communication for spice between
said body and said bowl;

(d) said door being manually movable between an open
orientation enabling passage of spice from said body through said front end into
said bowl and a closed orientation precluding passage of spice from said body
through said front end into said bowl; and

(B) said bowl having a receptacle, a transparent cover for said
receptacle, and a spout:

(a) said receptacle having an open top and being in
communication with said body to receive spice therefrom through said front end
only when said door is in said open orientation,

(b)  said transparent cover precluding spice from passing out of
said receptacle through said open top thereof and bearing indicia indicating the
volumetric level of spice in said bowl when said bowl is vertically oriented
downwardly, and

(¢)  said spout being disposed above said indicia and enabling
passage of spice from said receptacle out of said bowl only when said bowl is
appropriately oriented; and

(C)  said handle and said bowl cooperatively defining means for

securing said handle and said bowl together in a spoon configuration.
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2. The system of Claim 1 wherein said spout is disposed on one side of
said bowl, and the appropriate orientation of said bowl for passage of spice out of
said bowl] through said spout is with said one side downward.

3. The system of Claim 1 wherein said rear end in said open
orientation is removed from said body and in said closed orientation is secured to

said body.
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