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. To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, Cmarirs 'W. EpEL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at La
Fayette, in the county of Tippecanoe and
the State of Indiana, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Ymprovement in Trays,

' of which the following is a full, clear, con-
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cise, and exact description. ‘
My invention relates to trays, the tray of
my invention being formed in relatively ad-

. justable sections whereby one section may be
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superimposed upon the other for purposes
of shipment and storage. In accordance
with one characteristic of the invention one
tray section is provided with legs that are
adapted to stably support this section, the
other tray section having a leg or legs
adapted only partially to support it, the first
tray section cooperating with the legs of the
second tray section to stably support the
latter tray section. A railing is desirably
provided upon each tray section and where
each tray section is provided with a railing
the railings of both tray sections are together
around the entire tray when the tray is ad-

. justed for use. In order that the space oc-

cupied by the tray, when folded, may be
reduced as much as possible the railings on
the tray sections are in nesting relation
when the tray sections are folded together.

The tray of my invention is of a special

_ utility when constructed to have one section

35

capable of supporting an infant’s bath tub,
the other tray section serving to hold the
inifant in preparation for or after its bath.

The tray, when employed for this purpose,
" is desirably constructed of woven wire and

40

the legs that support the tray sections are
desirably formed and arrranged to rest upon
the rim of an adult sized bath tub. Any
water which may spill from the infant’s bath

" tub or otherwise fall toward the bottom of

45

the tray will find a passage to the larger
bath tup beneath. .
The invention will be more fully explained

. in connection with the accompanying draw-

50

ings in which Fig. 1 is a side view illustrat-
ing-an adult sized bath tub, partially in sec-
tion, a tray of my invention supported upon
the rim of this bath tub and an infant’s

. bath tub supported upon one of the sections

86

of the tray; Fig. 2 1s a plan view of the
parts illustrated in Fig. 1, omitting the
infant’s bath tub; Fig. 3 shows the tray with
its sections folded together; Fig. 4 is a sec-
tional view of the part of the structure on

Serial No. 30,726.

line 4—4 of Fig. 2; Fig. 5 is a sectional view
on line 5—5 of Fig. 4 and Fig. 6 is a per-
spective view illustrating portions of the
two tray sections at one of the hinges that
join the sections. The tray sections 1 and 2
are desirably formed of woven wire. The
tray section 1 has a wire railing extending
partially around it and composed of a heavy
upper rail 8 and bracing connections of wire
4 which join the rail 3 with the heavy wire
rim 5 of said section 1. The other tray
section is similarly formed with a heavy
wire rim 6 and is provided with a railing
that extends completely around it. This has
a heavy wire rail portion 7 which is joined
with the heavy wire rim 6 by bracings 8 of
wire. Hinge pintles 9 are carried by the
heavy wire rim 6 of the tray section 2, these
pintles being the out turned ends of heavy
wire bracket like portions 10 which are as-
sembled with the wire rim 6 by the hooks 11
which are wrapped about the wire portions
6 and 10. These pintles 9 are thus carried
by the sides of the tray section 2. Hinge
sockets 12 are formed in the downward con-
tinnations 3’ of the wire rail portion 3 that
are located substantially in line with the
sides of the tray section 2 and the structure
is made very firm by means of soldered
joints 13 between the downward continua-
tions 8’ of the wire rail portion 8 and the
heavy wire rim 5 of the rail section 1. The
hinge sockets, which receive the pintles are
substantially midway between the rail por-
tion 8 and the bottom of the tray section 1
having this rail portion. The gap between
the downward continuations 3" of the heavy
wire railing portion 3 is sufficient to permit
the tray section 2 to be swung into the space
surrounded by the railing upon tray section
1 when the tray is folded, the railings upon
the two trays nesting one within the other,
when tray is folded, to economize space for
shipment and storage. When the tray is
opened for use the inner transverse edge of
the railing upon tray section 2 closes the
gap that is in the adjacent portion of the
railing of the other tray section 1. The ar-
rangement is thus such that the railings
upon both tray sections are around the en-
tire tray when the tray is opened for use
and one of these railings is disposed entirely
around the tray section carrying it and
serves to close the gap in the railing upon
the other tray section. ‘

The tray of my invention finds a very
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10

useful embodiment when constructed and ar-
ranged to support the infant’s bath tub, il-
lustrated at 14. This bath tub is desirably
supported upon the smaller tray section 2
leaving the larger tray section to hold the
infant in preparation for or after its bath
and also to hold various toilet articles to be
used in connection with the bath. It is de-
sirable to support the tray at a height which
will not make the bathing of the infant Ia-
borious, and to.this end the tray is desirably
constructed ‘so that it may be supported

. upon an adult sized bath tub 15. The tray

15

1 is desirably provided with a number of
legs 16 having feet 17 conforming to the rim
18 of the bath tub 15, these legs serving
stably to support the tray section 1 upon

- the bath tub 15. In order that the legs 16

may be adapted to rest upon bath tubs of
different: sizes I desirably form these legs
with upper horizontal branches 19 which are
adjustably assembled with anchors 20 formed

- formed of strip iron located at and assembled
‘with the bottom of the tray section 1. The

25

anchors 20 are formed with slots 22 and the
leg branches 19 are formed with slots 23 reg-
istering with slots 22 or lapping the same ac-

- cording to the adjustment effected. The an-

30

chors 20 carry depending bolts 24 passing
through the slots 23 and having heads which
underlie the legs branches 19. Bolts 25 pass
freely through the slots 22 and 23. These

.+ bolts have heads 26 which overlie the an-

35

chor plates 20. They also have wing nuts
27 which underlie the leg branches 19.
When the legs are to be adjusted inwardly
or outwardly the wing nuts 27 are loosened

- and when the desired adjustment has been
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secured they are tightened. The tray sec-
tion 2 is shown with two legs 28 near its
outer, curved, end, these legs being con-
structed similarly to the legs provided for
the tray section 1, but desirably being fur-
ther ‘connected with the tray section 2 by
wire struts 29. The two legs 28 provided
for the tray section 2 cooperate with tray
section 1 and the legs that stably support

- this tray section in stably supporting tray

50

section 2. _ .

It is.obvious that the tray of my inven-
tion may be adapted to be supported upon
gther supports than the rims of bath tubs.

-+ It is also obvious that the tray of my inven-

55

tion is adapted for other uses than the use
herein particularly set forth. '
-'Changes may be made without departing
from my invention. ‘

.. Having thus described my invention, I

€0

claim: :

- 1.-A tray formed in sections that are
hinged together, one of these tray sections
having a railing terminating at the sides
and hinged edge of the second tray section
which latter tray section has a railing

1,667,045

around it, the transverse portion of this lat-
ter railing at the hinged edges of the tray
sections substantially closing the gap be-
tween the ends of the first railing when the
tray is adjusted for use, the second tray sec-
tion being receivable within the railing of
the first when the tray sections are superim-
posed, one upon the other.

2. A tray formed in sections that are
hinged together, one of these tray sections
having a railing terminating at the sides
and hinged edge of the second tray section
which latter tray section has a railing
around it, the transverse portion of this lat-
ter railing at the hinged edges of the tray
sections substantially closing the gap be-
tween the ends of the first railing when the
tray is adjusted for use. :

3. A tray formed in sections that are
hinged together and having railings that
are together around the tray when the tray
is adjusted for use, the railing upon one
tray section being continued across this

‘section at its hinged edge to be individually

around this section.

4. A tray formed in sections that are rel-
atively adjustable to permit one to be super-
imposed upon the other, one of these tray
sections having a railing terminating at the
sides and adjacent transverse edge of the
second tray section which latter tray section
has a railing around it, the transverse por-
tion of this latter railing at the adjacent
transverse edges of the tray section sub-
stantially closing the gap between the ends
of the first railing when the tray is adjust-
ed for use, the second tray section being re-
ceivable within the railing of the first when
the tray sections are superimposed, one upon
the other. o

5. A tray formed in sections that are rel-
atively adjustable to permit one to be su-
perimposed upon the other, one of these

tray sections having a railing terminating’

at the sides and adjacent transverse edge of
the second tray section which latter tray
section has a railing around it, the trans-
verse portion of this latter railing at the ad-
jacent transverse edges of the tray sections
substantially closing the gap between the

ends of the first railing when the tray is

adjusted for use.

6. A tray formed in sections that are rel-
atively adjusted to permit one to be super-
imposed upon the other and having railings
that are together around the tray when the
tray is adjusted for use, the railing upon
one tray section being continued across this
section at the adjacent transverse edges of
the tray sections to be individually around
this section. : o

In witness whereof, I hereunto subscribe

my name. : o .
CHARLES W. EBEL.
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